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which imparts life and warmth to the cold facts of
the chroniclers, besides which a vast store-house of
positive information is created which time cannot
exhaust. Perhaps the majority of travelers see only
that which comes clearly before them ; but this they
do most faithfully, being possessed of a stronger
sense of duty than of imagination, The clear, direct
vision of such people bas its merit. There are others
who both see and feel, to whom the simplest object
in its suggestiveness may be full of beauty. It is
the latter who pluck delightful inysteries out of
travel ; and who, after viewing nature, it may be in
her calmest moods, bring away with them upon the
tablets of memory a Clande Lorraine. The eyes will
operate automatieally, but it is of little avail unless
one exercises the observing poser; then they become
luminous. You will find poetry nowhere unless you
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bring some with you, says Joubert. - If the a,utlior‘
succeeds in imparting to the reader but a share of
the great and varied pleasure he. realized in the
ten months of travel herein recorded, his object in

transeribing these experiences will have been fully
consummated. ' M. M. B. -
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China Sea to the chief ports of the Malacea Straits
across the Indian Ocean to the Island of Ceylon,
with a week for excursions thercin ; thence to India,
with a liberal exploration of its prineipal cities, in-
cluding a visit to the Himalayas in the extreme
north ; through the Sea of Arabia, the Straits of
Ldbdmandeb, and the Red Sea to Egypt, Cairo, and
Alexandria; through the Suez Canal and the. Med-
iterranean to Italb, Malta, Gibraltar, France, and
England. A reasonable length of time was allowed
for each section of the route, including a voyage
across the Atlantie to the starting-point.

Any divergence from the prescribed” route was to
be at an additional charge, according to expenses in-
curred.  The money was paid at the outset, and the
agreement on both sides fulfilled to the entire satis-
faction of all concerned. Thus much it has secmed
well to premise for the information of the reader
who proposes to follow our course due west, as pre-
sented in these pen-and-ink sketches of many lands.
It should also be mentioned that the season of the
year had Deen judiciously chosen, so as to bring us
into each country at the most favorable peviod for..-
its healthful and agreeable enjoyment, a calculation
which is imperative for any one contemplating a
journey of this character. Otherwise, the intense
heat of the tropies, as well as the Avetic chills of the
north, may render such a trip a hardship mther than ]
a season of pleasure.

The first day’s experience served to acquaint the
little party with each other, and no possible associa--
tion can effect this so rapidly as traveling together,
where individuals necessarily become msepftmble,
and where fixed traits of chamctex must inevitably
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exhibit themsclves. Mr. M—— and his danghter, as
also the author of these notes, were Bostonians; the
fourth person being a Miss D——— of Yorl:slxi}‘o, l.ing-
Jand, who came Dhither to make the long eirenit of
the globe. Even American parlor-cars, which em.
broce o5 much of domestic comfort as iy compatiblo
with their legitimate purpose, could not prevent our
being somewhat fatigned by an unbroken journey of
over five hundred wmiles, when wa reached Niagara
Falls at two o'clock in the morning. And yet the
day seemed short by reason of the varied and beauti-
ful scenery of the Iloosac Tunnel route, particularly
in the region of the Deerfield Valley, and also west
of the Massachusetts state line. The abundant foli-
age was in its autumnal prime, not yet having been
touched by the wand of the Frost King, while the
teeming fields gave evidence both of fertility of soil
and skilled cultivation, The neat farm-houses weve
ornamented by creeping vines, and tiny flower-gar.
dens in their fronts. Tall conical hinystacks flanked
the spacious, well-filled barns ; big yellow pumpkins
dotted the half-clemed cornfields; and liandsome
groups of cattle quietly ruminated in the pastures.
A picturesque line of beehives, half & dozen happy
children a$ play before the house door, and the
statdy master of the thrifty scene, lemﬂng over the
fence to exchange pleasant words with o passing
neighbor on horseback, were frequent rural pictures,
which were afterwards vontrasted with those of other
countries.

A quiet Sabhath was passed at the Clifton Iouse,
on the Canada mde, whete an excellent opportunity
i ~forded for viewing the falls in their various as-

8. It was a still, clear ‘day, bright and sunny.
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A column of vapor rose many hundred feet above the’
falls, white as snow where it was absorbed into the
skies, and iridescent at the base, which was wreathed
in ceaseless rainbows. A practical eye could not fail
to observe that a portion of the enormous force here
running to waste has been utilized by means of a
canal, dug from a point above the falls to a plateau
two miles below them, whereby some large grist-mills
and paper-manufacturing establishments are operated
with never-failing power. The usual round of sight-
seeing was pe1f0rmtd on the following day. When-
we remember that there is conclusive evidence of
these falls having been at a former period fully six
miles nearer to Lake Ontario, and consequently that
there is a daily though infinitesimal wear going on,
it leads one to speculate as to what will be the prob-
able result when the great falls shall have receded
so far as to open, at one terrific plunge, the e'lSt8111
end of Lake Erie. .
Anocther day and night in the cars over the Great
Western and Michigan Railroad brought us to Chi-
cago. Tifty years ago only a scattered tribe of the
Pottawatomies inhabited this spot on the shore of
Lake Michigan, where is now located the most im-
portant capital of the Northwestern States. The com-
mercial growth of Chicago is the natural sequence of
its situation at the head of the great chain of lalkes,
which form a medium of unequaled inland naviga-
tion, supplemented by a railroad system of nearly a
score of trunk lines which centre within its limits. A
drive about the town served to impress us with a due
appreciation of its business enterprise and rapid
growth in all the departments of education and of
art, which characterize a prosperous American com-
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precipitous declivities, under a most impressive as-.
pect. A few specimens of native Indians were seen.
at Salt Lake City, who had come in from the hills -
to purchase trifles; but after leaving Ogden more or -
less of the Shoshones and Piute tribes were to be’
seen lounging in picturesque groups at nearly every
railroad station. A few also traveled with us.short
distances in the baggage car, which is made free to
them. The men were dirty, uncouth specimens of
humamty, besmeared with yellow ochre and vermil-
ion, dressed in red blankets, and bearing a hatchet in
their hands, their only visible weapon. The women
were dressed in tawdry colors, — striped government
blankets and ved flannel leggins, with a profusion of
colored beads about their necks, and cheap jewelry on
fingers and wrists; each one with an infant strapped
in a flat basket to her back. They did not beg
ostensibly, but were ready to receive trinkets, to-
bacco, pennies, or food. The women were very un-
cleanly in their appearance, their coarse long hair
entirely uncared for, but they were good-natured and
smiling, while the men wore a morose and frowning
expression upon their countenances. War, whiskey,
and exposure are gradually buﬁ surely blotting out
the aborigines.

We were thus, without any specnl haste, but twelve -
days in crossing the American continent, from the
Atlantic to the Pacific, on about the fortieth parallel
of latitude, the trip having afforded us much quiet
enjoyment and a great variety of bold and beautifil
scenery, too near home and too familiar to our readers
to dilate upon in these pages,

San Francisco, with its population of three hundred
thousand, is a city of great commercial wealth, much
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architectural pretension, and pregressive ideas, afford-
o the traveler the best and cheapest hotel nccom.
mzwhtmns in the world. s is well krown, it owes
its early impetus to the dissovery of gold in 1843,
bue the preduct of the precious metal has long since
bun exceeded more than tenfold in intrinsic value
by the agricultural development of the great Pacific
region, which finds its shipping point through the
Golden Gate. Though California still produces and
sends out into the world at large an average of two
milhons of gold each month, still the shining ore is
but 3 secondary cousideration in her productiveness,
and is also surpassed by her export of wine and fruit.
Men who came bhere with {he gold fever, between
twenty and thirty years rgo, graduslly recovered
from their tnwholesome Aliddinlike dreams, and
tettled down to reap from agriculture and legitimate
business surer and more permacent fortanes. The
Population which songls its gaivs in wild and lawless
adseiture, characterized by =21l the objectionable
featwres of rode pioncer life, has gradually given
place to one of & more stalle nzture, governed by 2
Tespect for the laws and the wise conventionalities
of society. Thers Lies a brillient future before this
section of the country, which in grand bilities
defies calenlution ; it has passed througzh its baptism
of ﬁ“ﬁfma, let 3t be boped, bos bamed ozt the dros
which is incident to the too rapid growth of large
€ommunities.

mggl;]e territorial importance of Californiz will be
ﬂz;t i’fef}?‘}." presented by a suatement of the Loty
fron; 1 I‘ ay on the Aﬂn.nb.c ghore, it would cx‘ten'd
about}i assachusetts to Sonth Curolinn; that © %3
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of delicate shades, surrounded by vigorous ferns and
creeping vines, showing that Nature has her poetic
moods even among these deserted regions. Now we
came upon a erystal stream of water, winding and
fretting over a narrow bed of rocks on the mountain
side, sparkling in the sunshine, as it formed tiny cus
cades, untid presently it lost itself by an artifieial
culvert under the roadway ; but even then it could
be heard leaping and tumbling down the deep abyss
on the otherside. The horses were familiar with the
road, and had confidence in the stont hand that guided
them, or they would not have gone on at such a quiet,
unconcerned, uniform gait, close beside abiupt gorges
that would have destroyed us all as instantly as a
stroke of lghtning, were the whecls to diverge but a
fetv inches from the track.

It was interesting to observe tho specics of trees
which characterized the seversl elevations. At one
thousand feet nut pines and oaks mingled macefully
together, but at another thousand gradually disup-
peared, giving place to the lofty yellow pines, added
to which the sugar pine was found st thres thousand
fect, that in turn dying out at seven thousand feet.
Next came the spruce, superbly developed, growing
to o height of two handred feet ; then the white pine,
the silver fir, and the arbor vitm, all thriving laxuri-
ously after their kind. Birds almost entiely disap-
peavred at these altitudes, preferring the more genial
warmth and life of the plains; but now and then an
eagle, with broad sprend pumions, swooped gracefully
from the top of some lonely pine, and sailed, without
a flutter of his wings, far away across the depth of
tha valley, and was soon lost to sight by the winding
of the gorge, Even the presence of this proud and
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tinel Fall, 8,000 feet high, To our taste, the fall
known a3 the Bridal Veil was the finest of them all
in effect, though but a little over 600 feet m height,
or say four times as high as Ningara. The lofty
Yosemite Fall, over 2,600 fuet, can be seen from the
piazza of the hotel to good effect, wheve one can sit
and watch the enrrent of air, wineh sweeps up the
valley, play fantastic tricks with the broad glittering
sheet of flying water. No pen can adequately de-
seriba this scene, and no American who can possibly
do so should {nil to visit the spot. The abundunt
moisture of the locality and the vertical rays of the
sun carpet the valley with a Lright and uniform
verdure, through the midst of which winds the swift
Bowing Merced River, altogether forming n scens of
most entrancing beauty.

It was not until so late as 1851 that the feet of a
white man ever trod the valley, which for years had
proven the secure hiding.place of maranding Indians.
In their early battles with the savages, the wintes
“were often nonplussed by the sudden disappearance
of their foes, who left no trace behind them, on which
occasions, as was afterwards discovered, they fled to
the nearly innccessible Yosemite Valley, Betrayed
ak last by a treacherous Indian, the tnbe was here
surprised and nearly all destroyed; the few teman-
ing warriors were only too glad ta make terms at any
sacrifice. The name Yosemite, in the native tongue,
signifies * Great Grizady Bear.” There are fetw vesi-
dents in the valley, except those connected with the
stages that run bither during the summer months,
and with the hotel kept for the accommadation of
visitars, The vegetation is remarkable for its pro~
fuseness and almost tropical luxuriance. A few

2 .
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in the courso of these notes, to say that in no other
part of the world have we seen the natural beauty
and grandeur of the Yosenite Valley surpassed.
When we commenced our retarn from the valley,
early in the morning, heavy clouds huug over the
monntain tops, but there was no other indication of
bad weather; so we started off and struggled upwards
with a stout team of six horses, the gentlemen walk-
ing to lighten the load and expedite the ascent. At
the close of the first hour’s progress a chilliness in
the atmosphere called for extra clothing for those
“who remained in the coach, and presently a thin
mist enshrouded us, cutting off all distant view. Up,
up we plodded, steadily but slowly, until the mist
turned to rain and then to hail, sharp and cutting,
By the time we bad reached Inspiration Point we
were in the midst of o lively snow-storm. This was
not only disagreeable, but dangerous, as it rendered
the road slippery and obliterated the wheel tracks;
unless these were carefully adbered to, we might at
any moment be launched into the ever.threatening
abyss. It was late in the season to attempt the pas-
sage, and our party was cautioned as to the risk
which was connected with the expedition. The reg-
ular stages having been taken off for the season, ours
was an extra, improvised for the occasion. Suddenly
it began to grow lighter; the dark clouds, like: the
Aurabs, folded their tents, and silently stole away.
The sun, the warm, bright, morning sun, shone forth
in marvelons splendor.
What a scene then burst upon our vision !
Pine, and fir, and tall spruce, every tree and shrub,
in place of leaves, had assumed a dress of milk white
feathers. How dazzling it was., The eye conld
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were content to sonk us with a deluge of water, But
we only langhed at this, for had we not accomplished
the Yosemite in spite of prognostications to the con-
trary, and the assurance that it was too late in the
season fo attempt it? We were rejoiced now that
we liad not heeded the stories about people who had,
in former seasons, been “snowed in" for weeks. It
was penrly night when we reached Clark’s, and we

. were in just the condition to nppreciate the big fire-
place of the sitting-room piled with unsawed cord-
wood, by which we dried our dripping clothes and
rehearsed our experiences,

It not only rained that night, bat it poured so that
on the following morning, when we started for the
Mariposa Grove of Big Trees, twelve miles off our
regular route, the query arose whether a boat or a
wheeled vehicle was the best conveyance for the pur-
pose. We will not attempt to give a detailed ac-
count of what has been so often and so well desciibed.
Suffice it to sy we visited the locality famous for its
forest monarchs, in a quiet glade, thousands of feet
up the slopes of the Sierra, and viewed those mar-
vels with noue the less interest because we were al-
ready familiar with their actual measurement. Our
entire team, stage, driver, passengers, and hoises,
massed through the upright hollow trunk of one of

he mammoth trees, which, thongh sufficiently de-

,d to admit of this, was still possessed of sueh vi-

lity as to cause it to bear leaves to the topmost

uches, three hundred feet above the ground. Our
wntion was called to the carious fuet, that although

-2 are the largest known trees in the world, yet

\ cones are no bigger than walnuts, and their
hardly a quarter of an inch in length. There






THE BIG TREES OF CALIFORNIA, 21

were content to soak us with a deluge of water. Hat
we only langhed at this, for had we not accomplished
the Yosemite in spite of prognostications to the con-
trary, and the assurance that it was too late in the
senson to attempt it? We were rejoiced mow that
wo had not heeded the stories about people who had,
in former seasons, been “snowed in” for weeks. It
was nearly night when we reached Clark's, and we

. were in just the condition te appreciate the big fie-
place of the sitting-room piled with unsawed cord-
wood, by which we dried cur diipping elothes and
rehearsed our experiences.

It not only rained that night, but it poured so that
on the following morning, when we started for the
Mariposa Grove of Big Trees, twelve miles off our
regular route, the query arose whetber a boat or a
wheeled vehicle was the best conveyance for the pur-
pose. We will not attempt to give 2 detuled ac-
count of what hus been so often and so well desciibed.
Suffice it to say we visited the loeality famous for jts
forest monarchs, in a quiet glade, thousands of fret
up the slopes of the Sierra, and viewed those mar-
vels with none the less interest becanse we were alv
ready familiar with their actual measurement. Our
entite team, stage, driver, passengers, and horses,
passed through the upright hollew trunk of one of
the mammoth trees, which, thongh sufliciently de-
cayed to admit of this, was still possessed of such vi-
tality as to eause it to bear Jeaves to the topmost
branches, three hundred feet above the ground. Qur
attention was ealled to the curious fact, that althoagh
these are the lurgest known trees in the would, yet
their cones are no bigger than walnots, and their
seeds bardly a quarter of an inch in length. There
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are trees lying upon the ground in the immediate
neighborhood, thrown down by tempests, which are
believed to have been growing on the spot long before
Christ first came upon earth, and others which are
satisfactorily proven to have had thirteen bundred
years’ growth, by their clearly defined annual rings. .

How immense must have been the power required to
uproot the huge trunks that lie here and there, like
prostrate giants fallen in a confused fight. There

are others, white with age, and bearing no leaves,but . -

which still firmly retain their upright position, wn;h"'
outstretched skeleton arms defying the tempest.

We embarked on board the steamship Belgic, of . -
the Occidental and Oriental line, from San Francisco, - -
October 10, in a beavy rain storm, amid the usual
bustle and commotion attendant upon the departure

of a large passenger ship for a long voyage. LEvery- -

thing looked very cold, very dreary, and very damp,

causing our spirits to partake of the same nature, .

when we realized that for three weeks or miore this
was to be our floating home. With space so circum-_ -

seribed, ventilation was inadequate, and the cook’s ..

galley pungent. Finally the United States mail was -
passed on deck, the last loiterer was on board, the
gangway was hauled on to the wharf by the steve-
dores ; the engine gave three distressing whistles, not -
clear and sha,l p, but asthmatic ones, as though not
having clearly made up its mind to whistle at all;
the pilot took his station on the bridge, and the ser ew
began to revolve. The bow-line was 1ét go, so that
the ship might swing by her stern hawser well .clear
of the thlf then the order to let go the stern line
was shouted, and we had’literaily bldden good-by to
 America for many a long month.
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Celestial Empire sooner or later.  The purser of the.
ship informed us that there was not one of them

who had not at least a thousand dollars in specie with -
him, and many had three times that amount, which
would be snfficient to support them for life and withi--
out lubor in their native land. The same anthority
assurved us that it did not cost over ten cents a day
each to feed these men, they being quite content with
boiled rice, three times a day, se’msoned with a little:
dried fish or curry. Their passage money costs them

forty-five dollars each, including food, so there is a_ -

liberal margin for profit to the ship. A eaveful esti-
mate was made which showed that these passengers'
were taking out of the country over half a million of
dollars in specie, though they had landed on our shores -
without a dollar in their pockets, and the number re-"
turning by the Belgic was below the general aver-
age. This proved the complaint of the people of San |
Francisco to be correct so far as figures went, name-
ly, that the Chinese came to take away what they
earned, and that they do not spend any of their wages
“in this country, living on almost nothing and ho(ud-,
ing what they receive. Still, there is another side to
this case. e must remember that they leave be- -
hind them the result of their labor at least, which in
fact represents just so much capital. It is Chinese .
labor which has built the railroads of California, dug
her canals, forwarded her public works, erected the
houses of San Francisco, discharged and loaded lier -

shipping, until she has grown up to her present high-

position in the political ‘md commercial world. -

Six of our cabin passengers were missionaries, four -

1adies and two gentlemen, bound to Japan and Chmm,’
the rest were travelers intent upon business or pleas- .
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ure. Of these some were seriously prostrated by sea-~
sickness, and especially the ladies; but this finally
passed away, the greatest sufferers being exempt from
it during the last half of the voyage. The inevitable
monotony of our daily life was somewhat oppressive,
there being few events to vary it. Occasionally a
whale was sighted, throwing up a small column of
water, as it rose at intervals to the surface, and thus
marking its course, leading thie passengers to some
discussion as to the nature of this monster of the
deep, whether it was properly a fish at all, A
whale can be as surely drowned in the water as a
man, but this cannot be said of a fish. A whale dif-
fers also in many other respects from the finny tribe
proper. They bring forth living young, they breathe
atmosphetie air through their lungs, in place of water
thiongh the gills, having a double Leatt and warm
blood, like land animals. Their blow-holes on the
top of the head answer to the nostrils of terrestrial
animals, Many of these simple facts were quite new
to some of onr intelligent companions,

Flying-fish were frequently seen, queer little crea-
tures with the nature of a fish and the ambition of a
bird, Dolphins sometimes played round the ship for
hours together, and a few hideous man-cating sharks
kept in our wake day after day, as if they hoped for
a stray victim to tumble from the decks und appease
their cannibal appetites. The sea-gulls, already men-
tioned, with titcless pinions followed the ship thou-
sands of miles to pick np the refuse from the cool’s
galley,—the mystery being how they could sustain
such continuous fight, for though they were seen to
Light wpon the water it was but for a moment, and
they did not fail to keep up with the Belgic in her °
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LANDING AT YOKOHAMA. 20
is remains are carried home for interment. If only
the bones are left, they are finally dug up and thus
disposed of by surviving friends. This sort of cargo
has formed no small source of profit to ships sail-
ing west from San TFiancisco, bones and bodies being
shipped like merchandise.

As we crept slowly at half speed into the harbor of
Yokohama, among the merchant shipping, surrounded
by a mytiad of little shore-boats, steering in and out
through the Russian, English, and Japanese men-of-
war, the twilight was gradually approaching; and
when we rounded to, three hundred yards from the
shoie, under the lee of the United States sloop-of-war
Richmond and let go our anchor, she fired her even-
ing gun. At the same moment her band, in recogni-
tion of the flag that floated from our topmast head, as
we carried the American mail, poured forth the strains
of the “ Star-Spangled Banner” with o thrilling spirit
which cansed a quick and hearty cheer fore and aft
the Belgic. Perhaps it is necessary for one to be
thousands of miles from home, and to have just ar-
rived in a foreign port from a long sea voyage, to
fully appreciate this little incident.
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met in abundance. It will be remembered that this. -
flower forms part of the Mikado’s arms. It was No-
vember, but the winter sleep of the flowers is brief

here, and there are said to be no days in the year

when a pretty bouquet may not be gathered in the

open air. Ferns burst forth in abundance about the
bluff, and so great is the variety, that of this special

plant, one is constautly tempted to form a collection.

Here and there among the undergrowth were patches

of soft, pea-green moss, of a velvety texture, that no -
cunning of the loom can equal.

There is a smart, business-like aspect to every-
thing in Yokohama; the impression upon the stranger
is that he is in a wide-awake community. The first
business of a traveler upon arriving in a new country .
is not to look up its history, nor to study its-geog-
raphy or political economy. He should .be. at least
grounded in these already ; he follows his natural in-
stincts, guided by curiosity, shréwdly watching the
out-door life about him, the dress of the-people, the
architecture of the houses, modes of conveyance, me-
chanical operations, the fruits, flowers, and shop-win-
dows, and especially the manners of the women, their
status as it regards treatment, occupation, and the
respect accorded to them. Nothing is so sure & key-
note or test of civilization and progress-as-this.. We
do not look to see women receive, éven in Eurdpe, much
less-in the Bast, such chivalric deference’and: respect
as are shown to them in" America, but the neaver any
people imitate us in this respect, the:.more. advanced
will they be found in the other refined amemhes of .
social life. : : v

In this commercial capxtal of Japan every tl)mg
struckt us as curious, every fresh step ‘aﬁorded in.-
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ereased novelty, every new sight was a 1evelation,
white all about us were tangible representations of
the impossible pictuves of the cheap fans, the lac-
queted ware of commeree, and the school books. The
pirtial nudity of men, wowmen, and children, the ex-
treroely simple architecture of the dwelling-houscs,
the vegetation, the extraordinary salutations between
the common people who met eacli other upon the
streets, the trading bootlis or bazars, and the queer,
toy-like articles which filled them, childven flying
Tates in the shape of hideous yellow monsters, each
subject became a fiesh study. Men propelling vehi-
cles like horses between the shafts, and trotting off at
a six-mile pony gait while drawing after them one or
two persons with ease, was at fivst a singular aspect
to a stranger. So were the naked coolies, by fours,
beating heavy loads of merchandise swung fiom their
shoulders upon stout bamboo poles, while they
shouted a measured chant by which to keep step. No
beggars were seen on the public streets, the people
without exception seeming neat and clean in their
remarkably scanty covering.

The houses wera special examples of neatness and
of toy-like size, being seldom more than twenty feet
square,  All persons, foreigners or matives, took off
their shoes before entering upon their delicately-Inc-
quered or polished floors. This we not ouly did out
of respect to the universal custom of the country,
but because one did not feel like treading upon thoso
floors with nailed heels or soiled leather soles. The
cenvietion was forced upon us that such universal
neatness and cleanliness must extend even to the
muml. character of the people. A spirit of gentle-
ness, industry, and thrift was observable everywhere,

a
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neous, the marked differences between them extend’
into all the relations of life. Rspecially is this the
.tase as 1o conrtesy and civility, qualities which cost
nothing, but which buy everything.

A visit to the cariosity bazars, or curio- ShOI)'), as
they are called, is one of the first excursions of the
newly-arrived tourist. The Japanese have quickly
discovered to what European and American tastes
run, and they can manufacture antiquities as rapidly
as purchasers can be found. In the line of antique
bronzes they especially excel; and as to old ching,
from four to five centuries of age, it is now turned
out by the wheelbarrow load daily at Yokohama,
from half-a-dozen establishments, Of course there.
are some genuine picces, though rare, and the prices
charged for such ave almost probibitory. Well made,
substantial lacquered ware takes the place of nearly
all other for domestic utensils. China and glass are
far too brittle and perishable for common use among.
the people. When strangers appear, the ‘china is
prodused, and the univ ersal tea served in it.

There are two streets in Yokohama known as
Honcho-dori and Benten-dori, where the stranger will
find an extensive collection of bricabrac, as well as-
other fine goods. It is amusing to examine the old
spears, qwoqu, daggers, bronzes, and astoundingly
ug]y carved idols. There are stores also devoted to
lacquer, china, porcelain, and satsuma ware, not an-
cient, but choice, elegant and new patterns, far more
desirable to our ’mste than the eracked and awkward
specimens held at prices equal to their weight in
gold. The former speak for themselves, the latter
can be and are constantly imitated. The reason that
§0 many swords and daggers are for sale, and at prices
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for which it would be impossible to manufacture
them, is because the army has discarded the native
weapons and adopted European arms.” So the junk-
dealers and curio-shops have the former supply of the
army. The Japanese sword is remarkably well tem-
pered, and will cut through a copper penny without
turning its keen edge, this being the usual test of its
quality. In these streets there are also some fine silk
and lace stores, with many choice articles of ladies’
wear, embracing very fine specimens of native silk
industry. The Japanese trader has got the trick of
asking twice as much as he is willing finally to take
for his goods, but there are also some of these estab-
lishments where the one price system is honestly
observed. As a rule, however, all through the cities,
the price at first asked for an article need not be
taken by the purchaser as any real criterion of its
valge. Strangers would do well to engage the ser-
vices of a resident whom they can trust, when they
go upon a shopping expedition; otherwise the result
of their bargains will probably be anythuig but satis-
factory, when the goods are received at home and
prices considered. All buying and selling in the East
seems to be a sort of warfare, where each party en-
deavors to take advantage of the other. In China
it is much more so than in Japan. Main Street, as
the name indieates, is the principal thoroughfare,
quite Europeanized, mostly improved for stores and
offices, and containing at the northwest end the
town hall, telegraph and post offices.

Anide in a jinrikisha, a small man-propelled chaise,
afforded us other agreeable surprises. The loveli-
ness of the hills and valleys, so delicate and diminu-
tive compared with our late Yosemite experience,



58 DUE- WEST.

evermd mors fitke faivy land than reality, making ong ’
erave the penetl of an artist to depict them.  In little
plots adjoining the smally frail native houses, various
enltivited lowers were observed, among which ehieys-
.mthz"mmm and oceasionally roses were to be seen;
also & specivs of fuehsin, beaving a bell-like blne and

wearded fower. The Tolinge of the trecs, and espe:
v.‘.llv ‘of the fe uhm_g bamboo groves, was very beau-
‘m‘ul while the specimens of thu VAIOUS PINes, VeWws,
and arbor vitae were many of them odd and new {o
us, The leaves and minor branches of the pines
seemed to emulate the :ﬂplmhclim] charaeters of the
Japanese language, growing up. down, and inward,
after thetr own eceentric will. The tea ficlds, mostly
Ioeated upon side hills with favorable exposures, were
in full bloom, leoking as though there had been a
iall of snow, and the flakes still vested on the delicate
tips and branches.  Ifar away and all around were
vellow rice fields, heavy with the mill-white grain,
the broad acres undulating gracefnlly beneath the
pressure of the pussing breezes.  The abundant wild
flowers were vivid in color and funtastic in shape,
nearly all unknown to us, save now and then an
azalea, an iris, or some single-leaved representative
of the rose family.

In the houses which we entered —all are’ open,
there are no fastenings upon dwelling-houses in Ju-
pan — we found neither chairs nor tables, the people
all sitting, eating, and sleeping npon the floors, which
were as neat and clean as a newly-laid table-cloth.
The huamility and deference of all classes was guite
disconcerting. for when we entered or departed from
a house, t]n, host, hostess, and children bowed their
heads until their foreheads touched the floor. Jap-
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very old and mMOss-grown. Upon‘these were placed
_ consecraled idols, or religious emblems of peculiar
character, caleulated in our uninitiated eyes to pro-
voke mirth. rather than reverence. The principal
object. was usually a sitting figure in stone, wood, or
m(;tal, gilded, and more remarkable for contortion of
features, multiplicity of arms, and obesity of body,
than for any other characteristic, visible or symbol-
ical. . Fertility of soil was manifest everywhere, each
square foot of earth bearing its tribute of rice, millet,
or vegetables, the rice crop predominating. The fer-
tilizing process is strictly observed and appreciated
here, being the enrichment of the soil almost univer-
sally qpphed in liquid form.

A trip to Kamakura, fifteen or eighteen miles f:om
Yokohama, and near where is located the wonderful
statue of Dai-Butsu. was one affording much satisfac-
tion. We traveled by jinrikishas, the men drawing
us thither, one passenger in each vehicle, in three
hours and a half, and back again towards night in the
same length of time. The road is mostly located
along the sea-coast, or rather in sight of it, so that in
many places the ocean comes in to give additional
interest and beauty to the scenery of green valleys,
well-wooded hills, and richly tilled land, Fujiyama,
the one volcanic mountain of Japan, nearly always in
sight. Rarely is such rich and varied vegetation. to
be seen, combined with beautiful outlines of hill-side
and mountain top, here covered with an infinite va-
riety of firs. The ancient town of Kamakura was
once the political capital of the country. but is now
composed of only a few straggling tea-houses or small
inns, and half a dozen native dwellings. Here is the
famous and deeply interesting Shinto. temple of
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Hachiman, one of the deified heroes of Jupan. Some
of the trees which cluster about it are a thousand
yems old ; while within the structure are historical
emblems, rich, rare, and equally old, composed of war-
like implements, sovereign’s gifts, ecclesiastical 1¢lics,
bronzes of priceless value, and the like. ';[‘ime con-
secrates; and what is gray with age becomes relig-
ious, says Schiller, The temple is built upon a lofty
platean, reached by climbing many bioad stone steps,
slippery, moss-grown, and of centuries in age. Here
was pointed out a fine, lofty specimen of the umbaella
tice, of the pine family, with broad leaves of a deep
green. The general form was coneal, with bianches
and leaves so dense as to hide the stem.

Less than two miles from this temple is situated
the great Buddba image, composed of gold, silver,
and copper, forming a bronze figure of great size,
nealy sixty feet in height, within which  hundied
persous may stand together, the mntetior being fitted
as u small chapel. A vast number of little scraps of
paper, bearing Japanese characters, fluttered from
the interior walls of the image, phstered there by
pious pilgiims as prayers to the presiding deity. As
the door was opened for us to enter and was closed
again, these scraps rustled in the agitated atinosphere
like an army of white bats, producing a puzzling ef-
fect until our eyes became accustomed to the dim
light, and the cause was apparent.

This famous and sacred figure is certuinly as re-
mdarkable as the Sphinx, which sv gloomily presides
over the sandy desert [ying ut the feet of thie great
Pyramids. As a work of art, perhaps its only ment
consists in the el dignity of expression and 1-pose
of features which are so colossal. It is many centu-
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ries old, —certainly six hundred years ; and how such

an ‘enormons amount of bronze metal was ever cast,”
or how set up in such perfect shape when finished, no -
one can say. - We ave told that it was formerly cov-

ered by atemple, long since mouldered to dust; but

it is certwinly noue the less effective and impressive,

as it now sits surrounded by the natural scenery and

the thick woods. Were not the groves God’s first

temples?  Guide-books have not yet invaded the far
Eust, or we should be told how many square inches

of bionze is contained in the Dai-Butsu figure, and

how many ounces it weighs; siatisties concerning

which we felt a most sublime indifference, while we

gazed upon its combined and wonderful cffect.

‘The glorious old {emple of Hachiman, already
spoken of, is a sort of Japanese Mecea for pilgrims
from all parts of the country; though when we were”
~there, wandering among its lofty and sacred groves,
wending our way over its well worn stone steps and
causeways. by its lotus-ponds and heavy-eaved shrines,
there were no other visitors. A strangely solemn
silence Impressed us, until our very voices scemed to
be echoed back with a mysterinus significance.  The
shaded and pleasant paths ave kept in perfect order,
swept clear of every falling leafl or broken twig,
showing that care and a sense of responsibility is
not wanting. Although these temples are built of
wood, so carefully have they been kept, they appear
as fresh and bright to-day as though a single dec-
ade only bad passed since.they were finished, in-
stead of a thousand years: A large body of priests
reside upon the spot, and are inn constant attendance,
sapported by the offerings of the semi-annual pil-
grims who come from the south in large bodies, as.
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* would pxove‘tedious Places were pomted out to us-

here and there, where large and populous cities once

-stood in eligible spots, but where no ruins marked
- the- phce A dead and buried city in Europe, or

even in India, leaves rude but almost indestructible

‘vemains to mark where great communities once built

temples and monuments, and lived and - thrived, like
those examples of mutability Memphis, Pewestum, -
Cums, or Delbi, but not so in Japan. At first it
seemed strange that a locality where balf a million of

4- people had made their homes within the period of a
- century should now present the aspect only of fertile

fields of grain. But when it is remembered of what

ephemeral material the natives build their dwellings,

- namely, of light, thin wood and paper, utter disap-_

pearance ceases to be a surprise. It is a curious fact -~
that this people, contemporary with Greece and
Rome at their zenith, who have only reared cities of
wood and temples of lacquer, have outlived the clas-
sic nations whose half-ruined monuments are our
choicest models. The Hellenic and Latin races have
passed away, but Japan still remains without-a dy-
nastic change and with an inviolate country. *

One of our excursions carried us to the Hakone

Pass. Miyanoshita is a little hamlet, lost as it.were

among the hills, yet famous for its beduhlful seenery
and natural hot-baths, accessible only by a difficult
mountain-pass which, having become belated, we as-|
cended by torch-light. It proved to be quite a climnb,
especially under the adverse circumstances of a heavy
rain, which impeded the narrow path with niiniature
torrents ; but with the advent of a clear, bright morn-
ing which followed, we looked back upon the long,

labouous, and even painful struggle up the qt:eep aud '
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When we came down that ﬁw-mﬂe reach by day- :
Tight, we saw and realized all the beauties which had-
boen lidden from us under the inky cloak of night
during the toiling aseent. The seenery was lovely,
sometimes grand, often fantastic; and for the first
time we heard the clear ringing notes of the lit-
tle Japanese nightingale. Watching the exquisitely -
feathered b'tmboos in green clusters, mmelhas on trees
thirly feet high, the tall, slim, but graceful pines, the
rocks fringed with lichens and mosses, mingled with
the rarest of ferns, fresh and bright after the rain,
kept the eye busy with delight. Now and then we

gathered the delicate maiden-hair ferns for a back-
m". and made bouquets from the white, blue, and
me wild flowers that bloomed by the wayside. -
They were not fragrant, thongh among them were
blne-eyed violets, but they were beautiful as they -
were frail. Deep gorges lined the way, here and
there relieved by sunny slopes of soft, bright green;
while the music of a tumbling cascade, hidden by
the dense wood, occasionally fell upon the ear. The
sweet morning air was both a physical and mental .
tonic. All was so enjoyable, so inspiring, that the
ladies broke forth in carols like the very birds among
the branches. ‘

After reaching the foot of the mount'un we found
our jinrikisha men, cach with his little chaise, Ie&dy
to trot off for Yokohama, about thirty-five miles dis-
tant. Along the road, as we progressed, evidences
met the eye of fine agricultural results; the fields
and meadows were cnltn ated to the highest point, en-" -
tively by hand. No plows ave used; every foot of.-
the soil is spaded by men and women. We were
tall that it was mthm late in the season for the cob— ~



A YOUTHFUL MOTHER. 47

ton to remain unharvested, but the thrifty fields
showed us an abundant crop of the yellow-white
vegetable fleece, iu little balls like Marshal Niel roses.
The absence of domestic cattle was conspicuous. A
fow cows and sheep, browsing here and there, would
have completed a delightful picture of rural life.
Oceasionally, when the men stopped at a wayside
tea-house for a cup of their simple beverage, the only
stimulant or refreshment they desired, we walked on
in advance of them, observing the snowy head of
Fujiyams, the pride of Japan, and which every na-
tive artist is sme to introduce into his pictures, no
matter where located.

As we passed near a humble cottage, a youthful
mother was observed at play with her little nude,
brown baby. It lay upon its back on the gieen
sward with wild flowers clatched in either tiny fist,

itself only 2 blossom of humanity, erowing and laugh-
" ing at its mother’s pranks, as she kneeled over it.
It was diffieslt to say which exhibited the more
pleasure in the occupation. The Japanese become
mothers frequently at fourteen, and here was one
who was certainly no older, as brown and nearly
as naked as her baby. We had surprised her at
this maternal game, and she rose to her feet fold-
ing her hands before her, while looking half abashed
at the passing strangers. It was a pretty tableau.

As we dashed over the smooth road at a lively
pace the glowing sunset painted scarlet the white
turbaned head of the distant mountain, while it
bronzed and gilded the clouds in the west. Opal
fires burned all over the sky, as the twilight threw
its amber hnes about us, and presently the men
halted, each taking out n funny little painted paper
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lantern from undu the seat, and llghted a c'mdlo -
inside of it, which they hung on the end of the shafts
We went on then along the narrow way in a pro- .
cession of six unulmshas, the men on the full jump;
for the approaching lights ‘of the city mspned them
to extra exertion, and they shouted éries of encour-
agement and emulation to each other, and pressed .
fouvald with increased speed. "Altogether it was.a
very characteristic scene, as we' rolled into Yoko-
hama at a mad gallop that night, 1etmmng f10m
the IMakone Pass.

As a rule, one has little patience with the forelgni '
jugglers who annoy and importune travelers to wit-
ness performances of snake-charming, sleight of hand,
and deceptive tricks generally, to the sound of a fife

and drum, but we witnessed one exhibition at Yo- - .

kohama in the open air, which was remarkable, not

for any mystery about if, but as showing to what -
degree of adroitness and skill the human bhands may
be trained by patient practice. The pe1t01mel was
a middle-aged man who had just closed a series of
the stereotyped tricks before the British Consulate.
It was a new exhibition to us, though one that is
well known, and which we saw indifferently imitated
afterwards in China. As has been said it was out-
of-doors, but the air was perfectly still. The per-
former took a sheet of thin white paper, and tearing
it so as to obtain two small square bits, each an inch
and a half in size, he rapidly twisted them so as to
rudely represent butterflies, and tossed them into the
air.  Instantly drawing a fan from his gndle and
spreading it, he kept them suspended by its action in

so remarkable a manner that it seemed as though

they must possess individual vitality. They were not .
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permitted to separate any great distance from each
other, but the delieate foree of the fun was so scien-
tifieally applied as to guide them sometimes frowm,
and sometimes towards each other, now fluttering
aloft as though pursning some objedt, then twning
together as in a loving embrace, and again separat-
ing, so that it was 2 marvel how the same hand could
impart the dual motion. Presently they were made
to light upon an object close at hand, the arm of one
of the group of spectators, then dexterously to rise
again. DBut, most difficult of all, they would rest for
an instant on the tip of the fan uself, until promptly
aided by the performer’s breath, the bits of paper
were again Jaunched into the air to go on with their
gyrations, The adioit performer never for one mo-
ment took Lis eyes off the artificial insects: it would
bave broken the charm at once. In using the fan,
the juggler seemed scarcely to exert the munscles of
the arm at all. The cffort came from the wrist, as
an adroit swordsman handles his weapon. Years of
patient piactice must have been required to emable
that man to impart vitahity to bits of paper in such
an extraordinary manner.

Tokio, the political capital of Japan, i situated
about twenty nules from Yokolama, and November
3d, being the Mikado's butthiay, we went thither to
see bim review the local troops. A Lwrge field neur
the citadel was chosen for the display, and all Tokio
turned out to witness it, forming about as conglom-
erate & mass of humanity as can be concerved of;
brilliant in its array of brightly diessed and pamted
women, not ladies, for Tokio, like Paris, has 1ts demi-
monde. The number of babies present was amazing.
There were young mothers with their infants strapped

D4
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to their backs, and old women with their grand-
childven fastened to theirs.  Each young- boy and
girl of nine or ten years had a baby brother or sister
secured to his or her back, and there were men with:
babies in their arms, though this is unusual in Japan,
The infantry wmong the spectators outnumbered the
infantry in the field. No matter where one goes,
on the coast or inland, the extraordinary number of
young children forms a marked feature.

There were about five thousand men in line, repre-
senling the several arms of the serviee, all dressed in
European costume, and mostly oflicered by foreigners.-
The Mikado reviewed the troops ot horseback in due
form, and made a very good appearance accompanied .
by a well-appointed suite. ~ The military display, be-
ing conducted upon imported ideas, was very like
such a cercmony in America, save that the cavalry
was small in numbers, riding upon the merest carica-
tures of horses, — ponies about the size of Newfound-
Innd dogs ; but what they lacked in size they made up
in viciousness, so that it was about all the gallant cav-
alry could do to keep in their saddles. Indeed, many
of them came to grief, spread out like galvanized bull-
frogs upon the greensward, while their horses scam- .
pered off the field. ’ ' :

Tokio must contain over half a million of people.
There is said to he over a million, but this may be
doubted, though geographieally it covers more ground
than London. It is well laid out, with broad streets
and good roads, and has a thorough police arrange-
ment, having adopted numerous European and Amer-
ican ideas. The city is intersected by many conals
and river courses, one bridge especially attracting our
attention, the Bridge of Japan, which is to this coun-
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try what the golden mile-stone was in the Forum at
tome: all distances thioughout the empire are meas-
ured from it. The review having taken place in the
emly morning, we had a large poition of the day to

visit places of interest in the town. Among these
" was the renowned temple of Shiba, which is over six
centuries in age, composed of numerous kiosk-like
buildings, looking more like immense lacquered jewel
cases than anything else. There are many broad
walks and courts, and stone pillars for lanterns, lofty
trees and sacred tombs, for here lie buried most of
the by-gone Tycoons. The temple portion of this
vast space contains a great amount of gold, mlver,
bronze, and carved articles, the intrinsic value of
which aggregates millions of dollars. Where could
such an accumulation of wealth come fiom? History
knows nothing of the importation of the precious
metals, thongh it is true they are found in more or
less abundance all over the country. Copper of the
best and purest quality is a native product, the ex-
portation of which is prohibited, and mining for the
precious metals is carried on to but a very lmited
extent. The temple of Shiba is located near the
centre of the population, cceupying many acres of
ground, walled in and shaded by a thick growth of
trees, whase branches are black with thousands of
undisturbed rooks and pigeons. The principal char-
acteristic of the architecture is its boldness of relief,
overhanging roofs, heavy brackets and carvings. The
doors are of bronze, in bas-relief.

After visiting the temple of Shiba we took jinriki-
shas to that section of the suburbs known as Atago-
Yama, a hill from which we were promised a fine view
of the city. Here a steep flight of o hundred stone
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steps were aseended which led to the summit, where

-were found some tea-booths, terded.by fanmfully -

dressed Japanese girls, and a small’ temple with sa-

cred birds and horses. The temple required a strong .

effort of the 1mag1nat1on to invest it with the least;
~ interest, but the view from this. point was fine. A
couple of miles southensterly was the broad, glisten-
ing Bay of Tokio, and round the other pomts of the
compass was the imperial city itself, covering a plain
of some eight miles square, divided by "water-ways,
bridges, and clumps of graceful trees, looming con-
spicuously above the low dwellings. The whole was
as level as a checker-board, but yet-there was relief
to the picture in the fine open gardens, the high,
_peaked gable roofs of the temples, and the broad,
white 10’LdW'1)S ‘

At a subsequent visit to the city we attended a
fair held in the grounds surrounding one of the many
temples of Tokio, giving it a half-secular, half-relig-

ious character; but the whole exhibition, as to any -

coherent purpose, was quite incomprehensible to a for-
eigner. Enormous paper lanterns covered with blue
and yellow dragons, and other impossible creahugs,
with small bodies and big heads, hung over the
grounds in all directions. We were told that these

would be lighted at night, and glaring fire would be .
- seen coming out of the eyes of these dragons! The
temple was gaudily decorated for the occasion with
bold and vulgar caricatures, mingled most_incongru-
ously, the sacred with the PlOdee The priests were
propitiating the idols inside the temple with drums,
fifes, and horns,-while the pleasure and trading booths
were doing a thriving business outside. The confu-
- sion was very great (111 over the mowded mclosme. ’
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© 0ld and young men were flying kites, some were
shooting at a mark with bows and arrows, and some
were beating tom-toms vigoiously.

Theie was a show of wax figures in one of the
booths, illustrating a terrible murder, and another of
figures constructed of flowers, similar to immortelles.
These last were certainly curious, and with swords
and spears placed in their lauds were supposed to
represent warriors of the bravest type. Japanese art
has much of the Chinese element 1n it, and is apt to
culininate in dragons with half human countenahbes.
There were 2 number of these graceful beings in the
show. There were also inclosures whete dwamf trees
in pots were exhibited, some actually beming nataral
sized fruit, like o baby with a man’s hat on its head ;
beside these were singular specimens of bloomng
plants. In another inclosmie weie strange birds:
green pigeons, Chimese pheasants, and parrots that
looked artificially painted, so very odd was thew
plumage. There were cakes, candy, and frauit for
sale, and men, women, and children devouring them.

Ini another department near at hand, there was ex-
hibited ehina ware and Jupanese toys and curiosities,
and our party “invested,” The guide conld not
make us understand what all this meant, but it was
a *fair,” that was plain enough, and he gave it the
English name, The natives were very much in ear-
nest, and worked hard to achieve a good time, At
such an exhibition and miscellaneous out-door gath-
enng nearly anywhere else there would have been

-sure to be many individuals present more or less
under the influence of spimtuous liquors, and a squad
of policemen would natwally be n attendance.
Here there was not the least evidence of inebriety

v
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mark of seli-respect and distinetion. A very earnest
desire to acguire the Eq&" sh laro'm._\e 1z evineed by
the middiing classes especially in the sea-ports. Yei
it is an open question \\'H.L not a few intelligent peo-
ple of Yokohama, where we heard the subject n*ee;y
discussed, whether foreign commerce and foreign in-
tercourse, all things considered, have been of any real
edvantage thus fur to Japan. Trade has broken in
upon the quen habits of-2 prople who were living In
great simpiieity, and has excited desires and artficial
wants heretofore unknown to them. It has made the
cost of living much. greater, and 2 spirit of unvest uni- -
versal, without ele\—a-mg or improving the people to
any appreciable extent. Al this in a certain degree
is undoubtedly true. At present the common classes
are safisfied with the most moderate compensation
for their services, and living. lodging, and {ranspor-
tation are cheap enough. As the Japanese become
better acquainted with foreign taste and extravaganee
they will undoubtedly become contaminated and
grow extortionate.

A pleasant excursion of a hundred miles inland,
with Nikko as the objective point, enabled us to get
some idea of posting with Japanese ponies, which are
the most nervous and vicious little creatures of their
species upon the face of the globe. One little rogue
required six men to harmess him, and then was
dragged forward by his mate for a long distance.
The driver, however, finally got the animal info a
Tun, and kept him at'that pace until the close of the
stage, and another change took place. The fact is;
a horse, on the dead run. has not much time fo be
vicious, but is obliged to go straight abead by tue
simple force of ciremwsiances. '
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Two thirds of the national road between Tokio
and Nikko 1s lined on cither side by large and ancient
cedars, so thickly set that both body and roots, in
many instances, have mingled and become one. These
trees, completely overaiching the narrow road, form
a welcome shade, and are also very ornamental, with
their stinight shafts and thick foliage. The first kmlf
of the distance to Nikko is peifectly level, in fact one
vast rice field. The journey was divided by stopping
at Utsonomiga, where we passed the night in a na.
tive tea-house. Our sleeping ariangements were very
simple. A Japanese bed consists of a thin cotton
mattress spread upon the floor, and a similar article
with big sleeves for the arms, which forms the cover-
ing. The pillow is a block of wood, for which the
experienced tiaveler usually substitutes his valise,
There is not much privacy afforded by the paper
sereens which divide the several apartments, and
which prove to be no obstacle to conversation, if one
desires a collogny with us neighbor,  Our night-lamp
was a floating wick, in a cup of cocoanut o1l, placed
in a square paper lantern on legs. The morning
toilet was made at a basin of water in the open court-
yard, There are no chairs, tables, or wash-stands,
unless you improvise them, However, we had a very
good night's rest, and started off bright and early in
the morning for Nikko.

One is impressed with the manifest fertility of the
soil and the high caltivation it receives at the bands
of the fuumers; and this must be characteristic of a
country which, as is shown by government statistics,
with but eleven miliions of actes under enltivation,
f?eds and clothes thirty-five millions of people; be-
sides there are twenty-five million pounds of tea,
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years o}d, and we ieré assured that none of such val-'
uable composition has heen used for centuries, Al
_ancient Japanese bronze has in it a large percmtarre
of gold and silver.
Before the door, just over the entrance to these
temples, there is fastened a gong, and above it hangs”

a metallic hammer, depending from which is a rope. . -

When a priest, or native of the people, comes hither
to pray, be pulls the rope vigorously, and thus pro-
duces a series of strokes upon the gong that might
wake the dead. This is to call the attention of the
Deity, and lead him to give ear to the petition about
~ to be offered! Enormous bells of exquisite purity of
" sound, hung-a few feet from the ground in the area

before the temples, are rung at stated periods by the - -

use of a battering ram of wood, suspended near them,
cansing the huge monsters to give out soft, muffled,
thongh deep and far-reaching notes, that float off
among the mountain passes, and come back again
from Echo’s lips, with startling distinctness. Several
priests, clad in long, yellow robes, were seen actively
employed, chanting, praying, and performing inex-
plicable ceremonies. One had a lot of little pine
chips by bis side, and was busy in alternately feeding
a small fire upon a stone slab and beating a tom-tom.
This, as our guide informed us, was to propitiate the
god of fire, and to avert all possible catastrophes from
that much dreaded source. When we passed out of
‘the grounds, some hours later, this priest was still
busy with his chips and the noisy tom-tom, though
there was no audience present except our Jittle party.
Before another shrine, not far away, was a dancing
priestess, clothed in a fantastic manmer, the only
woman devotee whom we chanced to see in Japan.
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sculptor went back to TOl\lO, his native place, where -
he carved an image of his beloved in wood, life-size, °
which, when finished, was so perfect and beautlful'
that the gods endowed it with life, and the sculptor
lived with it as his wife in the enjoynient of ‘mutunal
love all the rest of his life. A classic fable of similar -
import will oceur to the reader. Is there anything
new under the sun ? _
The temples, shrines, and tombs of Nikko, in such
perfect preservation, are to the writer’s mind the
most remarkable in the world. -Their complete isola-
tion, far away from any populous neighborhood ; the
solemn silence which surrounds them at all fimes,
shaded by a grove of lofty cedars surpassed only in
size and height by the giants of the Yosemite, all
tend to make them singularly impressive. The ap-
- proach to the site is by a wide flight of many stone
steps, black and moss-grown with the rains and deyws’
of centuries, forming a grand example of ancient ma-
sonry, the large, uniform granite blocks so laid and
bonded that, after resting there for ages, a knife-
blade could not be introduced between the joints.
On careful examination it appeared that no compo-
sition either of cement or mortar had ever been em-
ployed in this masonry, the builders confining them-
selves to proper foundation and perfect matching to- .
gether of the stones. At Tokio, the Shiba temple,
curious, strange, and interesting as it was, lost ef-
fect by the neighborhood of the busy throng always
at band. To enter the Shiba temple was like visit-
ing a grand museum of specialties, while these lonely
Nikko shrines at once command the visitor’s half un-
willing reverence. )
Our teahouse at Nikko was a duplicate of that at
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cLumed all responml:nhty on the part of the \hkddo
and his government should the holder be. murdered
by the way, from whatever cause. In short, we were
permitted to travel inland, but at.our own peril. It
is still looked upon by many as somewbat risky to
travel away from the populous centres, but we met -
with no special trouble.

The natives upon the route were inclined to be a
little curious as to the ladies’ bonnets and dresses, nor
were they quite satisfied without using some familiar- -
ity about the gentlemen’s attire; but they seemed to
be of a soft and pliant mould, easily m'macred by ex-
ercising a little finesse. It was curious to observe
how entirely opposite to our own methods were many
of theirs. At the post stations the horses were placed
and tied in their stalls with their heads to the pas-
sage-way, and their tails where we place their heads.
Thus they are fed and kept. In place of iron shoes
the Japaunese pony is shod with close-braided rice
straw. Carpenters, in using the fore-plane, draw it
towards them instead of pushing it from them. Itis
the same in using the saw, the teeth of which are set
accordingly. So the tailor sews from him, not to-
wards his body, and holds his thread with his toes.
They have no chimneys to the houses, the smoke find-
ing its way out at the doors and windows, though
brasiers are used instead of fireplaces, and in hot
weather are placed outside the dwelling for cooking
purposes. The men shave their heads just where
the Chinese do not, making a bald spot on the top ;
and so we might go on specifying peculiarities, shows
ing that the Japanese are our antipodes not only
geographically but also in manners and customs.

As regards Japanese art, of which every one has
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seen such laughable specimens, it must yet be ad.
mitted that there is a certain artistic element extant
among the people ; otherwise we should not have the
thousand and one beautifully finished articles which
are produced by them, exhibiting exquisite finish and
perfection of detail. Of perspective they have no idea
whatever ; half-tones and the play of light and shade
they do not understand ; there 1s no distinetion of dis-
tances. Their figures are good, delicately execnted,
and their choice of colors admirable. In profile work
or bas-relief they get on very well, where there is
10 perspective required, but in grouping they pile
houses on the sea and mountains on the house-
tops. At caricature they greatly exeel, indeed they
scarcely attempt to represent the human face and fig-
ure in any other light. In place of entertaining any
idea of what is lovely in our species, they look only at
the human face and form from the ludicrous side, and
this they render by giving it ideal ugliness, or by
exaggerating the grosser characteristics. The Japa-
nese artist knowing nothing of anatomy as a science,
in its conmnection with art, nor even attempting the
simplest principle of foreshortening, we ecan only
fairly judge as to his success in what he practices.
It will be curious to watch the progress of the Japa-
nese, and see their first attempts in perspective drisw-
ing. So intelligent and imitative a race will not
fail to acquire this simple principle of art and nature;
the only mystery seems to be how it has so long
escaped them.

Architecture can hardly be said to exist in Japan,
though we have used the term. The houses of the
prince and the cobbler are the same, consisting of a
one-story building composed of a few upright posts,

F .
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pexlmps of bamboo, and a heavy thatched roof The
outer walls are mere sliding doors or shuttus, while.
the interior is divided by screens or sliding parti-
tions: The man of means uses finer material and .
polished wood, with better painted screens.: that.is all.
Prince and peasant use rice-paper in place of glass,
and a portable brasier to warm the hands and feet
and to cook with; there are no fireplaces in the

country, except in European houses. The pagodas and -

temples at Nikko and elsewhere are of the typical
Chinese stamp, and as ¥ar as architectural design is
concerned are all alike, and all built of wood. When
speaking of the fine and durable masonry, reference
_was had to the lofty inclosing walls, causeways, and
steps which lead up to the bmad ground and tombs
at Nikko. .
. We took passage from Yokohama for Kobé in the
English mail steamship Sumatra, of the P. and O.
line, which, after two days’ pleasant voyage, landed
us at the northern -entrauce to the Inland Sea of .
Japan. Kob$ is of some commercial importance,
quite Emopeamzed but of very little interest to the
traveler, gaining its business as the sea-port for the.
imperial city of Osaka, with which it is connected
Dby the river Yedo. After looking about us here
for a day, visiting some lofty and pretty falls in
the neighborhood, and some curious Buddhist shrines
in a grove back of the town, the cars were taken
for Kioto, sisty miles inland, where we arrived in
the afternoon and found a good native public house,
the Masuyama Hotel, situated on a hill-side com-
pletely overlooking the town. Heve we had beds,
wash-stands, chairs, and the ordinary comforts of .
civilization. Kioto has a population of over three
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. snakes, are protected with superstitious revelénee, it
not absolutely worshiped. At Tolkio We saw ponies .
that were held sacred, dedicated in some way to the

use of the church, kept in idleness, and reverenced by

-both priests and people, being fed on the fat of the
‘land, like sacred bulls at Benares. )

At the Kioto. temples it was observable that fully
ascore of priests were kept busy writing brief prayers
upon slips of paper at the solicitation of devotees,
doubtless suited to their supposed necessities. These
scraps the recipients pressed to their lips, foreheads,
and breasts, then pinned or pasted them up in the-
temples among thousands' of similar offerings. One
of these temples, we were told by our guide, con-
tained over thirty thousand idols, and as far-as a
casual glance could take in the confused mass of them
ranged close to each other, the aggregate number may
be correct. These idols were three feet high, repre-
. senting some approach to the human figure, each pos-
sessing many arms and hands. They were carved
from solid blocks of wood, and very heavily gilded,
presenting a most gaudy and toy-like appearance.
While we stood within this temple some women.came
in, prostrated themselves before the glittering toys
for a few moments, and then passed out, making room.
for others; but we saw no men at devotion in this
temple of many thousand idols.

The streets of Kioto were thronged with mounte-
banks, peep-shows, performing acrobats, and conju-
rers. Sleek and pampered priests in yellow robes.
were met at every turn, a class who exercise a certain
influence over the people through their superstition,
but who command no personal respect. We were
told that they arve a profligate set, like too many of
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their class elsewhere, and enjoyed a certain immunity
from the laws. DBefore the temples was seen in one
or two instances a theatrical performance in progress,
which seemed rather incongruous, but upon inquiry
this was found to be designed to appense the special
gods of the temple, — to entertain and amuse them!
so that they would grant favors to the people. The
exhibition consisted of dancing and posturing by pro-
fessionals of both sexes, accompanied by the noise of
tom - toms, whistles, gongs, bells, and fifes. There
was no attempt at time or harmony, as far as could
be discovered, the end and aim being apparently to
malke all the noise possible,

Amusements are not lacking at Kiato, as there are
numerous theatres where farce, tragedy, and comedy
are duly represented after the crude fashion of the
country. These theatres open at early morning and
the play lasts until midnight, with the briefest inter-
wmissions. The spectators bring their food with thems;
50 that eating, drinking, and smoking are going on all
the while during the performance. At some of these
theatres women only perform, at others only men, but
in no instance do the two sexes mingle in these public
exhibitions. The mechanical arrangements are of
the most primitive character, such as would not sat-
isfy children in America, but the pantomime is very
good. As to speaking characters, they are very sel-
dom attempted. The price of admission is about
five cents of our currency, and from six hundred to
n thousand persons often gather at these theatres.
Mausie (it is called by that name) and posturing fill
up the intervals. To an American observer the
whole exhibition seems ¢ruder than & Comanche war-
dance.
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. Singing and posturing girls are hete let out-in
groups, as in .other Japanese cities, to entertain for-
eigners or natwes at their meals ; but the performances
and the purpose are highly obJectmnable, morality
. in this latitude being much like that of the average .
European capitals, that is, at a very low ebb, as
viewed from our stand-point There are also public
- exhibitions of acrobats in wrestling, fencing, and the
like, while others are devoted entirely to slelght-of- '
hand tricks, very good of their kind.

The porcelain manufactories of Kioto were found
interesting, — everything being done, however, by the
patient and slow process of hand labor, with the crud- -

~est of tools.” The same remark applies to the silk man-
‘ufactories, where the weaving is performed in a labo-
rions manner, each small hand-loom requiring two
persons to operate it. The goods thus produced are
really fine, but could not be sold in the present mar-
kets of the world except that Japanese labor is held
at starvation prices. The average pay of the weavers
- is less than thirty cents per day, and the boy helpers,
who work the shuttles, receive but twelve. The vari-
ous manufactories of paper here and elsewhere in the -
country form one of its most extended industries, the-
basis of the material being the bark of certain trees;
indeed, one is on this account designated as the paper-
tree, and, being a species of the mulberry, it serves a
double purpose, — its leaves feeding the little insect
which is so important a factor in Japanese products.
Tt must not be supposed that the large amount of
paper which is produced indicates its consumption for-.
printing purposes : the demand for that species of the -
article is very limited, but the genelal uses to which
the manufuctured papel are put in Japan is infinite.
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A very superior grade of oil paper is manufnctured
which is suituble esen for clothing, and is so nsed. It
has been mentioned bow universally a certain grade
is nsed in place of glass; paper is also emwployed for
pactitions of rooms in place of lath and plaster; for
fans, an immense amount is required ; also, for cases
and boxes, for twine, letter-bags. purses, umbrellas,
and many other articles.

The largest lake in Japan is that of Biwa, a very
fine sheet of water, nerly Bfty miles Jony. bat rather
narrow, probably not excemding 2n average width of
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. and mmufa.ctuung centre. - The national mint is To-
cated here, with some other large government works.

The ancient fort ovellookmg the -town is of great
interest, and is still fortified, affording barracks for a
couple of regiments of the regular army. It is a ves
markably substantial structure; many of the stones
of which it-is-composed are so large that it is a
wonder how they could ever have been transported -
intact from the quarry. Osaka has rivers and canals
running through it much like Amsterdam, though not
so numerous, and has been appropriately called the
Venice of Japan. It is not Buropeanized like Kobé or
Yokohama ; it is purely Japanese in all respects, and
possesses a considerable commerce. The day of our

arrival was a festal one, being consecrated to the god of
the waters ; wherefore large boats gayly decked with
flags and party—colored streamers, containing crowds

- of gayly dressed men in harlequin style, were rowing
in long processions through the water-ways of the
city and under the many high-arched bridges. On
the decks of the boats the people were dancing and
singing (howling), to the notes of an indeseribable
instrument, which could give a Scotch bag-pipe liberal
odds and then surpass it in its most hideous discord-

ance. Music is not a strong point with the Chinese
or Japanese; if they have any actual melody in their

compositions, no foreign ear can detect it. At one
of the public performances at Kobé it seemed that
the notes were produced by a file and rusty saw.

We embarked at Kobé November 26th, on the
Japanese steamship Niigata Marii, officered by Enro-
peans, but manned by natives, bound for Nagasaki,
near the southernmost point of Japan, and to reach
~ which we sailed the whole length of the famous and



BEAUTIES OF THE INLAND SEA. 73

besutiful Inlaud Sea. It was a most enchanting
voyage of two days and two nights, among ifmumer-
able islands and grotesquely formed hills, which were
covered with foliage and verdure to the very water’s
edge. Many of these jslands were inhabited, and
cultivated on their abrapt sides in terraces, like vine-
yards on the Rhine, displaying great car¢ and taste,
The aspect of the conieal iglands, blafls, headlands,
and inlets recalled the St. Lawrence River in Canada,
presenting narrow and winding passages, losing them-
selves in creeks and bays after a most curious fash-
ion, while little brown hamlets here and there fringed
the coast line. At night, the scene changing con-
stantly was enhanced in beauty by the clearness of
the atmosphere and the brightuess of the moon. We
alept searcely at all on board the Nugata Marli; it
scemed almost sacrilege to miss an hour of the beun-
ful flying panorama which was being so silently
spread before our vision,

The sea was one sheet of rippling silver; the stars,
partially eclipsed by the maon, *“silver empress of the
night,” were vevertheless bright and sparkling with
diamond lnstre.  All was still, for though we eagerly
watched, we rarely spoke; silence became eloguent
on such an oceasion.  Now and then the deep, hoarse
voice of the eaptain from the forecastle of the steamer
ﬂuate(.l aft: #Port your helm,” » Starbord,” #Steady.”
ln‘ this intricate navigation the captain leaves the
bridge to the officer of the watch, and temporarily
‘;‘k“ﬁ“\e post of the forward lockont. Now we ran
;vsc it wader some towering headland, now sheer off

om a green isle 50 near that none but an experi-
enced pilot would dase to hug the shore so closely.
At many points the sea seemed to be completely land-
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than in Vienna or Paris, where the hw aﬂmds it
certain sanction; but when realized in connection
with the quiet, peaceful aspect of J apanese domestic -
‘life, the contrast renders the system more 1epulswe-
than it appears elsewhere. The young omen' in
thesé public establishments are really slaves, as much
‘as Circassian girls sold into Turkish harems, or at -
Moorish Tangier. In Japan they are also sold, while
yet children, by their parents, for this purpose, and for
a period of ten years. At the close of their term such
women are not considered disgraced, and are eligible
for marriage, ‘f1equent1y bemg sought by desuftble \
husbands, and rearing respectable families. The J: ap-
anese are not immaculate, and primitive innocence
does not exist among them. Virtue in women before
marriage is held rather lightly, but afterwards they
must be spotless, otherwise the penalty is death.
- As regards the flora of Japan we learned some in-
teresting facts. Though the country is densely pop-
“ulated for its number of square miles, the forest area
is four times more extensive than that portion brought
under cultivation. Botanists declare its vegetation to
be the richest, as well as the most varied, of any por-
tion of the globe. The cultivation of the soil is skill-
fully and thoroughly systematized, the greatest possi-
ble results being obtained from a given area. This is-
par tly due to a system of thorough enrichment, applied
in the form of liquid manure, and entirely by hand.
Its flora is spontaneous and magnificent, repaying
the least attention by a development and profuseness
of yield that is su1pllsmg Next in importance to
the product of rice, which is the staple food of the
people, comes that of the mulberry and tea-plants, one
species of the former not only ﬂ,edma the sﬂk—wmm,'
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but also, as has been mentioned, affording the fibro of
which paper is made, as well as cordago and dross
material.  In usefulness the bamboo is most yemnrk-
able, growing to o height of fifty or sixty foet, and en-
tering into the construction of houserames, sercens,
mats, pipes, and sails.  The umbiclla-pine grows to «
beight of a hundred feet, with denso folingo, and tho
cedurs reach two hundred feet, with a girth of twenty,
which is, however, far exceeded by the noble cam.
phor-trees.  The camphor of commerce is extracted
from the stem and roots, cat into srm’ﬂ pieees, by o
simple process of decoction,

- As at San Franeisco, there is an abundanee of hivdy
hovering constantly qbout the hurbor of Nagasaki, not
seagulls, but g brawn fishing-luewk, which here suems
to take the place of the gull, sweoping down upon ita
finny prey after the same fashwn, and uttering a wild,
shrill cry when doing s0.  Another prenhaity sboug
this feathery fisherman is that he affects the rigying
of ships Iying at anchor, and rousts in the shirouds or
ou the spars, which a sva-gnll or othi r visan bird 9
rarely known to do.  This Larbur, in it eheftersd
chan.eter, resembles o Swiss rr Senteh luke, muny of
its peculiarities being identical with them, The Julls
epring fram the sery pavr’s edue and the pine is
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CHAPTER IV.

Sail for Hong Kong. — Ocean Storms — Sunset at Sea — A Water-
Spout. — Arrival i China — Typhon Bay —Manzers and Cus-
toms — Io and about Hong Kong, —— Public Buldings -~ Voyage
up the Pearl River.— City of Canton — Strangest of Strango
Cities ~~ Optum Dens — Temple of Honan. — The Worship of
Swine — Praying with a Fan — Local Peculiarities — Half Round
the World — Smgapore — A Tiger Hunt, — Bunal at Sea —
Penang — The Wonderful Palm

WE sailed from Nagasaki early on the morning of
November 29th, in the same steamship, the Nugata
Marii, which had brought us from Kobé, being now
bound for Hong Koug, through the Yellow and
Clina Seas, 2 distance of eleven hundred miles.
These are proverbially rough waters, and they fully
sustained their reputation for the first two days of
the voyage. The marvel seemed rather to be that
mote ships were not lost here, than that so many
were. It is really little better than a vast graveyard
for commerce. Our staunch iron hull was tossed
about like o feather in the wind, causing us to realize
that there is something awfully grand in these ocean
storms, uncomfortable as they are,

Our crew was composed of Japanese, and excellent
sailors they ave, quiet, obedient, and untiring, Sea
Life is very similar in neatly all latitudes, and affords
but few incidents worthy of recording. An old sea-
captain told the author, some years since, that the
finest sunsets hie bad ever scen were in these waters,

off the coast of Cochin China, and that it was a pecul-
6 R
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- The houses in the Kuropean ‘section of thé-city are

large and handsomé structures, mostly of stone, rising
tier upon tier from the main street to a height of some
hundreds of feet on the face of the hill immediately
back of the town. On and about the lofty Victoria -

- Peak are many charming bungdlows, with attractive

surroundings, and a noble prospeet of the harbor and
country. The streets appropriated to the occupancy
of the Europeans are spacious and clean, but the
Chinese portion of Hong Kong is quite characteristic -
of the race, — very crowded and very dirty, seeming
to invite all sorts of epidemic diseases; and conse-
-quently the mortality is very great and sweeping at
times, promoted by ignorance and excess among
strangers and seamen. ‘
, One soon learns to detect an opium-eating people,
- and here we found examples all about us in every
relation of life. It is a viee nearly always pursued
“in secret, but its traces upon the heavy, bleared eye
- and sallow features are plain and disfiguring enough,
The disgraceful trade in the fatal drug, forced upon. -
China by the English at the point of the bayonet,
fourishes and increases, forming the heaviest item of
import. It seems almost incredible that a people can -
long exist and consume such large quantities of this
active poison. Other forms of stimulants are seldom
resorted to by the natives, and an intoxicated person
is scarcely, if ever, met with among the Chinese popu-
lation. As to Euvopeans, it is the same here as it is
in India, the habit of drinking freely of spirituous
Aguors is universal, and one half the invalidism which
is attributed to climate should be ascribed to indul-
gence in hard drinking. - -
The streets of Hong Kong afford strange-local pic-
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tnres. The shoemaker industrio\.ls‘}' plies l“s, tr:;le
in the open thoroughfare; cooking goes on "‘h e
gutters beside the sideml}:§ filling the atmos?t here
with greasy odors; the itinerant p.eddler, wi (1;
wooden box hung from s neckr, disposes of fooc
made from mysterions sources; the street }’“f"" bt
seen actively employed out of doors; the milkman
drives his gouts to the customer’s door and there
milks the requited guantity ; the Chinese t.‘hemselwfs
jgnore the article altogether. The universal fan is
carried by men, not by women, and when thef owner
is not using it, he thrusts it in the back of kis neck
with the handle protruding. Sedan chairs are rush-
ing hither and thither, borne upon men’s shoulders,
transporting both natives and Europeans on business
errands.  Here, us in southern Italy, one observes a
propensity to eat, sleep, live, and die in the streets,
exhibited by the mass of the popnlation.
Tmagine a short, slouchy figure, with sloping eyes,
a yellow complexion, features characterized by a sort
of low cunning,  shaved head with a pigtail, clad in
aloose cloth blouse, half shirt and half jacket, con-
tinuations not exnctly pants nor yet n petticoat, and
shoes thick-soled and shearing upwards like 2 Madras
surf-boat, and you have John Chinaman ag ke ap-
pears at home, The portrait is universal. One Chi-
naman is as like another as two peas, — a uniformity
often leading to Indicrous mistakes. John eats prin-
cip:'ﬂly tice. Tt is in fact the basis of all his dishes,
which are varie‘zd by the addition of dried fish and
vegetables, adding occasionally sach portions of ani-
‘I‘{‘“F s are usually thrown away by civilized panple.
mt:, cats, and dogs are not declined by his omnivo-
appeh,te, and he is charged with craving nearly
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all smts of vermin, such as snakes, slugs, scmpmns‘
eggs, and cater plllm s, which he complacently adds to
his stews. Without the: physmdl strength or size of
Dmopeans, he makes up in industry whafs he lacks
in muscle; and as his food costs about one fifth the .
‘sum which we generally calculate necessary for a com-
mon laborer, he can work much cheaper, and still lay
- up money from his wages:

Certain pecuhantles chmllenge our observation.
The Chinese mariner’s compass does not point to .
the north pole, but to the south; that is, the index =
is placed on the opposite end of the needle. When
Chinamen meet each other in the street, instead of
mutually grasping hands, they shalke their own hands,
The men wear skirts and the women wear pants,
The men wear their hair as long as it will grow, the.
women bind theirs up as snug as possible. The dress-
makers. are not women, but men. The spoken lan-
gnage is never written, and the written language is
never spoken. In reading a book the Chinaman be-
gins at the end and reads backwards; all notes in the
books appear at the top of the page in place of the
bottom, as with us. White is the mourning color,
not black; surnames precede the given names; ves-
sels are launched sideways, not endways; in mount-
ing a horse the Chinese do so from the off-side. At
dinner we commence the meal with soup and fish,
they reverse the order and begin with the dessert,
Grown up men fly kites, and boys look on admiringly;
our bridesmaids are young and dressed in white, thens
are old women clad.in black; and so on.

From its special position in the East, Hong Kong
is the resort of all sorts of people, from all quarters.
of the globe. England is of course the most strongly
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.n_mch used. ‘The introduction of the former vehicle
into both China and Japan is of quite recent date.
We en30yed‘ several expeditions in the suburbs. by
both 'means of transportation, -the charges -being
extremely moderate. .The Japanese jinrikisha men
seemed lighter, yet more muscular, than do their Chi-
nese brethren when between the shafts ; and the lat-
ter, after a few miles, exhibited.symptoms of fatigue,
whereas, on a long thirty-five mile trip, this was never-
observed in a Japanese: either he was superior in
pluck or museles, or both, to John Chinaman.”

The English burial-ground, located about three
miles from the town, is a very beautiful cemetery,
and is to Hong Kong what Mount Auburn is to Bos-
ton, — not quite so extensive, but superior in its col-
lection of flowers and trees, which must have been.
gathered and naturalized here at a great cost. The
varieties of the cactus family are remarkable in num-
bers and mode of training. The same may be said
of the camphor-tree, the aloes, fall and graceful
cypresses, mingling with which are Cape jasmines,
hydrangeas, magnolias, and the scarlet geranium, tall
and hedge-like, backed by white, variegated, and scar-
let camellias. Everything indicated a semi-tropical
climate. These Chinese gardeners exhibit great skill
and genius in the cultivation of all plants, and land-
scape gardening is carried far beyond our ideas of
the arb in America. Some flowering shruabs, on close
examination, proved to be old friends, but so trained
and developed as to be hardly recognizable. We ob-
served a curious mode of grafting plants so as to
cause several species to blossom on the same branch,
thus forming, as it were, a growing bouquet. The
samples of dwarf trees were also very singular, —a lit-
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tle orange-tree, for instance, bearing an orange weigh-
ing more than itself, and lemons so arranged s» to
graw by grafting in and with an orange. It was an
agreeable sight to see choice bouquets for sale on the
public streets, containing a great variety of flowers
arranged with genuine taste, a little too formal and
stiff to meet our fancy, but yet finding ready eus-
tomers nt reasonable prices, In Madrid, Florence, or
Pauis, it is sunny-faced girls who offer these fragrant
emblems to the passer-by; but at Hong Kong it is
done with less effect by almond-eyed men and ragged
boys. The city is so far Europeanized as to be less
typieal of Chinese manners and customs than are
cities furtber inland; but revelations come upon us
with less of a shock when mingled, as they are heve,
with more civilized methods.

The policemen of Houg Kong are Sikhs, whom the
English government have imported fram India for
this special service. These officers are under excellent
discipline.  They are tall, dark, and heavily bearded
men, presenting quite a striking appearance in their
semi-military waiforms.  Of course they have no
sympathy with the Chinese, who cower under the
poliee batons, which are ruthlessly used when deemed
necessary. Society in the city is entively English, and,
to use an expressive word, 15 ¢ fast.”” Balls, races,
regattns, and fites of all kinds follow each other with
censeless energy. The gayety of domestic and social
life, and the luxurious mode of hving generally, ex-
ceed that of any European colony wo have chanced
to meet with. Club life, evening entertainments, and
Iate hours, are the characteristies of Hong Kong ; the
serions affairs of life seem to have been [eft at home
_in far-off England,——an inevitable result where the
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‘much used. The introduction of the former vehicle
into both China and Japan is of quite recent date.’
We enjoyed several expeditions in the suburbs by -
both ‘means of transportation, -the charges -being

~. extremely moderate. The Japanese jinrikisha men

seemed lighter, yet more muscular, than do their Chi- -
nese brethren when between the shafts ; and the lat-
ter, after a few miles, exhibited.symptoms of fatigue,
whereas, on a long thirty-five mile trip, this was never
observed in a Japanese: either he was superior in
pluck or muscles, or both, to John Chinaman.”

The English burial-ground, located about three
miles from the town, is a very beautiful cemetery,
and is to Hong Kong what Mount Auburn is to Bos-
ton, — not quite so extensive, but superior in its col-
lection of flowers and trees, which must have been
gathered and naturalized here at a great cost. The
~ varieties of the cactus family are remarkable in num-
"bers and mode of training. The same may be said
of the camphor-tree, the aloes, tall and graceful
cypresses, mingling with which are Cape jasmines,
hydrangeas, magnolias, and the scarlet geranium, tall
and hedge-like, backed by white, variegated, and scar-
let camellias. Everything indicated a semi-tropical
climate. These Chinese gardeners exhibit great skill
and genius in the cultivation of all plants, and land-
scape gardening is carried far beyond our ideas of
the art in America. Some flowering shrubs, on close
examination, proved to be old friends, but so trained
and developed as to be hardly recognizable. We ob-
served a curious mode of grafting plants so as to
cause several species to blossom on the same branch,
thus forming, as it were, a growing bouquet. The
samples of dwarf trees were also very singular,—a lit-
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tle orange-tree, for instance, bearing an orange weigh-
ing more than itself, and lemons so arranged as to
grow by giafting in and with an orange. It-was an
agreeable sight to see choice bouquets for gale on the
public streets, containing a great variety of flowers
arranged with genuine taste, a little too formal and
stiff to meet our fancy, but yet finding ready cus-
tomers at reasonable prices. In Madrid, Florence, or
Paris, it is sunny-faced girls who offer these fragrant
emblems to the passer-by ; but at Hong Kong it is
done with less effect by almond-eyed men and ragged
boys. The city is so far Europeanized as to be less
typical of Chinese manmers and custoras than are
cities further inland; but revelations come upon us
with less of a shock when mingled, as they are here,
with more civilized methods.

The policemen of Hong Kong are Sikbs, whom the
English government have imported from India for
this speeial service. These officers are under excellent
diseipline.  They are tall, dark, and heavily bearded
men, presenting quite a striking appearance in their
semi-military uniforms. Of course they have no
sympathy with the Chinese, who eower under the
police batons, which are ruthlessly used when deemed
vecessary. Society in the city is entirely English, and,
to use an expressive word, is ¢ fast.”” Balls, races,
regattns, and fétes of all kinds follow each other with
ceaseless energy, The gayety of domestic and social
life, and the luxurious mode of living generally, ex-
cred that of any Enropean colony we have chanced
1o meet with.  Club lile, evening entertainments, and
late hours, are the characteristies of Hong Kong ; the
serious affairs of life seem to have been left at home
in far-off England,-—an inevitable result where the
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military element enters so largely into the commu-

: mt)

It was represented to us, and so appeared upon ob-

servation, that the well known practice of compress-

ing the feet of the females from' their birth was a
gradually declining custom. Some few middle-aged '
women were met with in the streets whose feet had
been thus treated in infancy, and who hobbled about

“with much difficulty, but no young girls were to be .

seen thus hampered. When this hideous deformity
has been adopted, the knee and ankle joints do not

bend at all in walking; all moveément is from the

thigh joints, a mincing gait is imparted, and the arms

swing from side to side, the whole body being at all

times liable to topple over. A traveler is not com-

petent, however, to speak of the higher classes of

women, as no access is afforded to domestic life in

wealthy families. Only women of the common class

appear indiscriminately in public, Oriental exclusive-

ness wrapping itself about the sex in China nearly as

rigidly as in Egypt. If women go abroad at all, it is .
in curtained palanquins, quite hidden from the pubhc

eye, or at most only partially visible through semi-

tmnspment veils of gaunze. Anywhere east of Ttaly

woman is a toy or a slave.

The European portion of Hong Kong consists al-
most entirely of one broad avenue, called Victoria
Road, which is the Broadway or Washington Street
of the city, and which runs parallel Wlth the shore
front, from which it is separated by a single block.
This thoroughfare is well paved, and is mostly lined
with attractive stores, hotels, and club-houses, with a
few dwellings intermixed. The intersecting streets
are in many cases so steep as to be ascended by broad
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stone steps, Jike portions of Naples and Rome. After
leaving the Victoria Road, one plunges immediately
into Chinese life among narrow lanes and crowded,
dirty abodes, like China Town at San Franciseo, such
dwellings as are only to be found in the midst of a
miserable and degraded condition of Juumanity. The
river or hatbor front is Yined with lofty European
warehouses, and some good residences, — bulf devoted
to business, bowever, the locality being mostly given
up to the requirements of commerce. It will be re-
membered that Hong Kong is an island, nearly forty
miles in cireumference, consisting of a claster of hills
vising almost to the dignity of mountains. The gray
granite, of which the wland is mostly composed, af-
fords an excellent material for bulding purposes, and
is Tmgely employed for that object. Nearly all the
public buildings are constructed of this granite, which
presents a fine appearance, and affords good oppor-
tunity for architectural display.

The side-wheel steamer Han Kotw was taken for
a passnge up the Pear! River to Canton, the commer-
cial capital of Chuna, situated a Little less than one
Trundred miles from Hong Kong. The steamer had
some two or three hundred Chinese passengers, who
were partitioned off 1 4 part of the vessel by them-
selves, and securely locked, away from the Enropean
passengers. In the eabin, ranged about the foremast,
were & dozen loaded repeating arms, riffes, and pistols
for the use of the whites, in case the Chinese shounld
rise and attempt an act of piracy by taking the ship.
This has more than once been done upon the Pearl
River, and the steamboat company now goes prepared
to visit condign punish t upon such oftend

In passing up the river, on board the Han Kow,
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a fine view was afforded of the farming and vegeta:-
tion of the country. Banana, orange, sugar-cane, and

‘tea culture, in their various stages, were in distinet
view, the steamer at times nearly grazing the right -
or left bank, and being obliged to move slowlyon '
account of shallow water in the winding channel.-
Strange birds, brilliant flowers, and remarkable trees
trained to grow in the shape of men and animals,
were seen bordering  the plantations, Great fertil-
ity of soil, however it might be induced, was man-
ifested on all hands, and the vegetation exhibited

" tropical: luxuriance. The number of small fishing-
boats upon the river was quite marked, showing from
whence came a large percentage of the daily food of
the humbler classes. These boats seemed to be almost
entirely rowed and managed by women, always with
.the inevitable baby at their backs, sometimes sleep-
ing, sometimes gazing vacantly about, but always
quiet and contented.

The river is nearly two miles broad on an average,
sometimes opening into bays of considerable size, six
or eight miles across, and thus forming a water-way
of immense importance in a country where railroads
are unknown. The canals and rivers of China are her |
great dependence, her inland highways or roads being
unworthy of the name, — exhibiting one of the most
prominent features of the lack of national enterprise.
China looks to the past, not to the future. Some ad-

. vance has been forced upon her in the art of war.
She no longer fights with fans, gongs, and fire-crack-
ers, but ¢ shoots bullets every time,” as the IFFrench
found to their most serious cost very lately. The re-
moteness of the country from the centres of civiliza-
tion,-the exclusiveness of the government, the almost
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city, many of which were visited and found to be
crowded with idols and idlers, though we never saw -
a Chinaman praying in them. . The corner of nearly.
every street, as well as numerous stores and dwelling-
‘houses, have each an idol and small shrine on which
incense is kept burning all the time, and every day
of the year. The whole city is permeated with the
smell of this highly scented incense, and though used

in such small individual quantities the consumption

in the aggregate must be very large. Of the nume-

rous temples and pagodas in Canton probably the

most famous is that of the Temple of the Five Hun-

dred Gods, containing that number of gilded statues

of Buddbist sages, apostles, and deified warriors,

The expressions on the features of this large number

of statues were remarkable in the fact that they all

differed essentially from each other; otherwise they

were exceedingly commonplace.

Every sort of manufacture or business is performed
in the most primitive manner by hand, machinery of
any sort being scarcely known ; but personal service
or labor is so cheap that it even competes with ma-
chinery. One is surprised as to how such a crowdéd
community can exist in such an inconsiderable space ;

_whole families live and sleep in a single small room.
The Chinese, in point of domestic comfort and clean-
liness, are a century behind the Japanese; and this
remark will apply as well to nearly all the relations
of life. There is less of nudity here than in the
latter country ; but, so far as one can judge by brief
observation and inquiry, movality is at a lower gauge
in China than in Japan. It is doubtless as true here
as elsewhere, that ¢ one touch of nature makes the
whole world kin,” but you lack the touch of nature.
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gate amount, large as it is known to be, is vet increas-
ing. All the opinm which can be obtained from
Iudm 1s consumed here, beside that whmh 1s raized in
China ; the former by the wealthier classes, the latter
by the poor,——the home product being .heaper and
much inferior in quality. o

The temples generally seemed to qbound with
votive offerings; but the one aim, so far as we could.
understand, was to appease the wrath of malignant
deities. These gods, it would appear, are largely
composed of dep'u ted ancestors, and the power of such
spirits for mischief is the most prominent article of
Chinese faith. In one temple was observed the her-
metically sealed coffin of some lately defunct citizen,
beside whose casket an abundant meal of cooked rice
and vegetables was conspicuously placed. This prep-
aration of food for the dead and buried is not, how-
ever, an exclusive Chinese idea. 1We have also seen
food placed by the side of newly-made Italian graves
at Genoa and Pisa, and our Western Indians bury
arms, clothing, and dried meats with the bodies of de-
ceased warriors. It is known that reverence for par-
ents is the leading moral precept of Chinese faith,
and more than that, it is lived wp to upon earth by
all classes, and when these pavents die they are ad-
dressed spivitually and reverentially as guardians.
At the entrance of the temples there are always two
large, gilded wooden figures or idols, considered as a
sort of presiding guard over the place.

We visited the Temple of Honan, a place of greaf
sanctity to the natives. The service is conducted
by a collecre of Buddhist priests resident within its

walls. The institution consists of a group of shrines
or demi-temples dedicated to special gods, and stand-
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ing within enclosed conrts, shaded by trees of great
height, size, aud age, the grounds covering many acyes.
At the main enfinnce are placed, as usual, two ud-
cous idols of colossal size, figures balf animal and half
human in design, with strangely distorted counte-
nances. Here the shaven-headed priests were busy
performing rites and chanting before burninyg mcense
and lighted candles, after the Roman Catholic style.
Within an enclosure were 2 number of sacred hogs,
wallowing in filth like any other swine. Some lively
Chinese boys mounted the largef® of these, and ex-
tracting a few of the * sacred ™ bristles offered them
to us for pennies. Upon our inquiring as to the final
disposition of these animals, our guide, himself n re-
markably dignified native, with * millions™ of self-
conceit, admitted that the fattest of the lot would
probably be eaten in due season. We shall often
“have occasion, in these votes, to see how low poor
bumanity in its blindness can descend, groveling after
strange gods. VWhen trying to analyze the fiame of
mind which probably actaated these people in mak-
ing sacred objects of swine, the thought snggested it-
self that after all it might be an instinctive groping
of ignorance after light and tiuth. Crude, and even
disgnsting as it appears to an intelligent Christian,
it has its palliating features. The Parsee worhips
fire, the Japanese bows before foxes and snakes, the
Hindu deifies cows and wonkeys. Why should not
the Chinese bave their swine as objects of venera-
tion? Thero are certain forms of what is calfed
Christian worship which are by no means above com-
parison with even Chinese extravagance,
Within the walls of this Temple of Honan was a
spacions and curious garden, where the dwarf trees
T
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and fowering shrubs wera ingeniousiy trimmed ‘o
miake them grow in the forms of varibus animals;
here was a large pea& of the sacred lotus in bloom,
the thin, soft, whire velveiy leaves aisi_ aving e::er::
line and vein in their formation. The fragrmnce was
very delicate. In the peetieal language of the ”zs't
the lofus is called the * goddess ™ as we eall the rose
the “queen ” of flowers. We were here shown ihe
cremating ovens in which the bodies of the departed
priests are dl\ycsed of, and also the crude cells and
the Jarge refectorv'of the order. But somehow these
priests, who pretend to lead snch Lives of solidenial,
are Wendenuh}* round and unciuous in personal ap-
pearance. Qur visit to the Temple of Honan was a
very curioas and not uninderesiing experience, made
‘up of a strange conglomerate of swine, priests, iat
idols, Hower ,,“rden human roasting evens, and pond
filtes.

All over Canion may be seen lofty towers, squ
in form, which dominate the fown. Qur gaide eal
these warehouses. or storehousss for the safe keeping
of goods. thev being both fire-proof and thief-prooi.
But further i inguiry proved them to be a series of
pawnbroker's esinblishments. In sammer tL. aver-

bl 23
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owner paying storage in the form of iuterest for the
moncy loaned, the goods being security.

The dwelling-house and pleasure-grounds of the
Iate Poon-tin-qua, a distinguished and rich China-
man, were visited, and proved to be typical of all
Chinese pictures, Here wero airy summer-liouges,
pavilions, bridges, rockéries, and ornamental sheets of
water, as we see theso things represented on lacquered

vate, decorated China dishes, and fans. [t was really
very curlous and amusing, and showed much of lux-
urions lfe, —even a private theafre being contnined
in the establishment. Thongh 2l seem to be deserted
now and somewhat neglected, still the garden showed
us roses, camellias, azaleas, lilies, and green shrubs
trained in the usual grotesque manner, not forgetting
the Qwarf trees, which seem to give this people great
satisfaction when successfully cultivated.

As tegards the punishment of ciime in Canton,
one would look in vain for justice, but there is plenty
of cruelty. We visited the execution yard, a circum-
seribed space in the very heart of the city. Here,
our guide told us, twenty conderned prisoners weve
excented weekly, by decapitation, each Friday being
devoted to clearing the docket. The executioner
takes off n bead with one stroke of the sword, and
the gude safd he had witnessed the decapitation of
eleven heads in seven minutes. Thiough a grating
in the wall of the yard, an open area was seen where
a crowd of manacled prisoners were sitting upon the
ground, no shelter being afforded them night or day.
The place was more filthy than a eattle-pen, — so
offensive that we remained but & few moments. It
is doubtful if anywhere else in the world sucl bar-
barous carnage and eruelty exists, under the guise of
legal punishment,
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Much has been said about the wonderful Water-
clock of Canton, but it is actually a very simple and -
crude mode of measuring time, which any smart
~ Yankee school-boy wvould improve upon. It consists
of four tubs of water, located one above the other on’

a wooden frame, each dripping slowly into"the one
below it, the, last being furnished with a float, the -
rise of which is me%smed on a graduated scale, indi-
cating units of time; and such is the famous Water-
clock of Canton. We were not disposed to walk any
more than was necessary in the public streets, where
the foulest odors assailed us at every step, and dis-
gusting sights met the eye in the form of diseased
individuals of the most loathsome type. The stranger

is jostled by staggering coolies, with buckets of the

vilest contents, or 1mpo1tuned for alms by beggars

who thrust their deformed limbs into his very face.

It is but -natural to fear contagion of some sort
from -contact with such creatures, and yet the erowd
is so dense that it is impossible to entirely avoid
them. Underfoot the streets are wet, muddy, tortu-
ous, and slippery, so that one comes from them with
a feeling that a hot bath is an immediate necessity.
Why some deadly pestilence does not at once break .
out and sweep away the people is a mystery. We
know that the Ghetto at Rome, which forins the
most filthy part of the Eternal City, was entirely
spared” when the rest of the place was decimated
Ly cholera; but Canton generally.is far dirtier than
the Roman Ghetto.

As we found it almost impossible to traverse the
streets of Canton on foot, we were carried, each por-
son, in a palanquin, upon the shoulders of four coolies.
These vehicles can malke their way through the nar-
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row streets, but cannot turn round in them without
going to some open space where several streets meet.
The bearers trudge along, keeping step with ench
other, and uttering a loud, peeuliar ery to clear the
way, reminding one of the gondoliers on the canals 6f
Venice. People were obliged to step into shops and
doorways, or flatten themselves against buildings, in
order to make room for us to pass in the palanquins,
but they did so with a good grace and took it quite
as o matter of course. Whenever we stopped for o
trifling purchase or to visit some point of interest, a
small erowd was swe to collect. The narrow lanes
are lined in many seetions by stores containing very
attractive goods, curiosities, silks, fine China ware,
ivory, scented woods, mother-of-pear! and carved tor-
toise shell, all goods of pative maunfacture. The re-
markable patience and imitative skill of the Chingse
enables them to produce very choice goods in these
lines of art. The shops bemng all open in front, the
entire contents ean be seen by the passers-by. Many
of these passages ave covered over at the top by
matting, which effectually exeludes the sun, and, in-
decd, much other light, so that they often have a
sombre and dreary appearance,

It wag interesting to wateh the operation of the
primitive hand-loom in which is woven the favonte
Canton silk, The fabric is beautifal and expensive,
being sold by the pound in place of by the yard, as
with us. MMen and boys only engage in"sillc weayv-
ing. Women assume the heavier and more exposed
branches of labor, and of out-deor-life. besides lugying
their infants, Some of the lofty and utterly useless
pagodas, which are over twelve hundred years old,
are quite unique in architecture and ornamentation.
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row streets, but cannot turn round in them without
going to some open space where seveial streets meet.
The bearers trudge along, keeping step with each
other, and uttering a loud, peculiur cry to clear the
way, reminding one of the gondoliers on the canals 8f
Venice, People were obliged to step into shops and
doorways, or flatten th lves against buildi in
order to make room for us to pass in the palanquins,
but they did so with & good grace and took it quite
as a matter of course. Whenever we stopped for a
trifling purchase or to visit some point of interest, a
small erowd was sure to collect, The narrow lanes
are lined in many seetions by stores containing very
attractive goods, curiosities, silks, fine China ware,
ivdry, scented woods, mother-of-pem!i and earved tor-
toise shell, all goods of native manufacture. The re-
markable patience and imitative skill of the Chinese
enables them to produce very choice goods in these
lines of art. The shops being all open in front, the
entire contents can be seen by the passers-by. Mauny
of these passages are covered over at the top by

" matting, which effectually excludes the sun, and, in~
deed, much other light, so that they often have o
sombre and dreary appearance.

It was interesting to watch the operation of the
primitive hand-loom in which is woven the favmite
Canton silk. The fabric is beautiful and expensive,
Leing sold by the pound in place of by the yard, as
with us, Men and boys only engage in'silk weav-
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branches of labor, and of ont-door-ife, besides Ingging
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pagodas, which are over twelve hundred years old,
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elements with their own. It must have risen in its
written form from the untutored efforts of a primitive
people. Like the Egyptian tongue, it was at fivst -
probably composed of hieroglyphics, which, in the
course of time, became symbolic as they stand to-day.

The foreign population of Canton, American,'Eng-
lish, French, ete., live upon a spacious and beautiful
island by themselves. The island is connected with
the city proper by a stone bridge having iron gates,
through which no native is permitted to pass unless in
the domestic employment of the residents, and then
they are obliged to show their written permits each
time to the guard on duty at the gate of the bridge.
All of the foreign consuls with their families reside
here in elegant quarters, surrounding their Earopean
style of dwellings with fine gardens, trees, and pleas-
ant walks, and here they extend to travelers hospi-
tality only too open-handed and generous. They are
completely isolated from the outer world socially, and
intelligent visitors from abroad are cordially welcomed
by them.

An inexhaustible agrienltural capacity remains un-
improved in China, and the same may be said of her
rich store of mineral wealth, which, under American
enterprise and facilities, would soon revolutionize the
country in its products and exports. Save the dis-
tricts which are traversed by the canals, the present
means of communication between different: parts of
the country ave scarcely superior to those of Central
Africa. The so-called national roads are nearly im-
passable. No other.r "in the Wox}d would be
so surely and 1‘&1)1((1;’:: e ya thox 7 yatem
of railroads as wov, A ; re
fornd in nearly ev’ th ’
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former being still procured by the most primitive
processes, such as washing the river sands by hand,
which are recharged by the freshets fiom the moun-
tains, — a mode that would satisfy only Chinese labor.
Coal 15 the most widespread, most valuable, and most
accessible of all the buried treasures. If the twelve
thousand miles of coal-fields have made Great Britain
the workshop of the world, what may not be antici-
pated from the four hundred thousand square miles
of Chinese coal-fields, which are capable of supplying
the whole world, at the present rate of consumption,
for thousands of yeurs ?

The depressing monotony in the enstoms, habits, and
ideas of the Chinese, as contrasted with their neigh-
bots, the Japanese, forces itself upon the notice of the
traveler, There is no variety among the race, either
in manners, dress, or architecture ; one section of the
country seems precisely like another, so far as the
people me concerned, however widely divided, and all
follow one model. There is no individuality. They
look to the past not to the future. There is no such
possibility as a nation’s standing still ; it either retro-
grades or progresses. China, whose people do every-
thing in a left-handed manner, advances like a crab,
backwards. It would seem as if she must eventually
dry up and die of old age ; and yet, within the limits
of the Chinese Empire is probably comprised one
fourth of the human race. Strive as much as we
may to be fair and liberal, it is yot impossible to
disgaise our strong dislike to the people whom we
weie now about to leave. A sense of relief on de-
parting from pestilential Canton was inevitable, and
there nas _1'\tt1e to attract us longer at Hong Kong, .
to which city we veturned in the steamship Powan,
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‘more than once met with water: -spouts at this pomt |
They are nothing more or less than a miniature
.cyclone, an eddym of the wind rotating with such -
velocity as to suck up a column of ‘water from the
sea to a height of one or two hundred feet. This -
column of water appears to be largest at the top and
- bottom and visibly contracted at the middle.. If it
were to fall foul of a ship and break, it. would wreck
and submerge her as surely as though she were run.
down by an iceberg. Modern science shows that
all storms are cyclonie, that is, are circular eddles of
wind of greater or less diameter. :

No two geographers seem to agree as to what con- -
stitutes the Malay Archipelago, but; the five islands
nearest to the Peninsula should undoubtedly be thus
_classified ; namely, Singapore, Penang, Borneo, Suma-
tra, and Java, — the latter containing more volcanoes,
active and extinct, than any other known district
of equal extent. If the reader will glance at a map
of the Bastern Hemisphere, it will be observed that
many islands dot the equatorial region between Asia
and Australia. Some maps include New Guinea in
the Malay group, though it is situated far to the
eastward, and forms so independent a region, being
larger than Great Britain. Lying in the verylap
of the tropics, the climate is more uniformly hot
and moist than in any other part of the globe, and
teems with productions in the animal and vegetable
kingdoms elsewhere unknown. The most precious
spices, the richest fruits, the gaudiest feathered birds,
are here seen at home ; while man is represented by
a race quite distinctive and peculiar, whose type will
be looked for in vain beyond the limits of this re-
gion. Climate, vegetation, and animated life are all
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contrasted strongly Wlth the dark green, glossy foliage -
behind it. "It was easy to divine the products of the' '
‘island from the nature of the merchandise piled upon
the wharf for. shipment, consisting of tapioca, cocoa-
nut oil, gambia, tin, indigo, tiger skllls coral, gutta--
- percha, hides, gums, and ca,mphor, some of which
“our ship was destined to take westward. . The tin, in
heavy pigs, was especially noticeable as to weight and
quantity.

The surface of the island is undulatmg and densely
wooded ; in fact consists of a multitude of small hills
. not exceeding three or four hundred feet in height,
~while the jungle comes down close to the shore. The
great enemy which the natives have to contend .
~against is wild beasts, — tigers proving very fatal
vall the year round. There is no winter, summer, or
autumn here, but a per petual spring, with a temper-
. ature almost unvarying; new leaves always swelling
from the buds, flowers always in bloom, the sun ris-
ing and setting within five minutes of six o'clock -
~during the entire year. Singapore is considered to
‘be a very healthy place, and gets a soft breeze most
-of the day from across the Bay of Bengal, laden with

* fragrant sweetness from the spice-bearing fields of

Ceylon, while upon its own soil every flower and

blossom known to the Orient affords beauty to the
- eye and delight to the senses. The trees here would
have seemed enormous had we not so lately come from
California. One observes the great abundance of the
rattan-palm, which forms picturesque groups of green
foliage quite distinctive from the other surroundings.
It seemed rather enervating with the thermometer
at 90° in the shade, these December days, but the
residents did not complain. There are some draw-
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backs to be considered, as well as the floral beanty
and spice-laden air. Were this not the case it would
be celestial not terrestial. The number of dangerons
snakes, scorpions, mammoth spiders, lizards, mosqui-
toes, and all soits of vermin is legion. Naturalists
come from all parts of Ewtope to gather and form col-
lections of butterflies, beetles, birds, reptiles, various
insects, and shells. The great green-winged Orni-
thoptera, the prince of the butterfiy tribe, abounds
here. One enthusiastic naturalist, a Gernan, boasted
that he had obtained within a month over three hun-
dred distinet and remarkable species of beetles, within
a couple of miles of the hotel veranda where we stood..

The steamboat landing is some three miles from
the centre of Singapore, and we drove thither drawn
by a little hoise which could hardly have performed
the task had the road not been an excellent one and
as level as a parlor floor. The wayside was bordered
by ledges of green and growing rattans uniformly
clipped, and forming a continuous wall, which, here
and there, threw out a graceful feathery bit of fohige.
Over the hedge oceasionally bent tall and bandsome
palm-trees of various species, often laden with co-
coanuts, or other fruit of the palm family, and occa-
stonally whole groves of bananas were in sight,. We
passed many Chinamen, and many Chinese shops,
showing them to be the dominating race, always
moving promptly as if bent on some fixed purpose;
while the natives, scen now and then on the road, were
listless and objectless in their appearance, — true chil-
dren of the equatorial region. The former were bent
on accumulating the means to 1eturn to their native
land in independence; the latter were utterly heedless
of the morrow.
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The local plctmes as usual in each new place, are
interesting and impressive : small hump-backed oxen
driven smgly to harness and at a lively trot; little
~ diminutive horses, even smaller than those of J: 'lpan,
yet drawing heavy-loaded vehicles ; an almost naked ‘
- _population, and those wearing clothes at all .affect-
ing the brightest possible colors. Scarlet turbans
and white skirts, red shawls bound round the bead,
yellow sashes confining one thickness of narrow cot- .
ton cloth about the body, give bits of color every-
where. Peddlers roam the streets selling water, soup,
fruit, and a jelly, made from seaweed, called agar-
agar. These articles are cried, each after its own
peculnr name, and customers are not wanting; little
groups of Chinese and natives often suuound the-
peddler and partale of his wares. Houses are built
hlgh up in the air upon stilts, a common practice for
various reasons, not the least of which is protection
", against the much dreaded tigers, snakes, and other
. dangerous creatures. Tigers are said to devour three
hundred of the inhabitants annually; that is nemly

one a day out of a population of a hundred thousand,
which is the aggregate of the whole island. The
fnumber of victims is set even higher than this, and is
. mostly made up from those working on the plantations.
The jungle is very dense and difficult to penetrate.
LEnglish sportsmen come hither, in large numbers, to-
seek this royal game. It would seem srange at first
thought that an island like Singapore could not be
cleared of this terrible pest, and so we remarked.
«“ Ah;” replied a resident, ¢ you forget that we draw
can unlimited supply from the mainland. Tigers
swim across the narrow-straits continually, and not
until the land is cleared from jungle will our island
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bo free from them.” The natives dig pits as tiaps
for the tigers, similar to the manner of catching them
in India, except that at Singapore a series of sharp,
upright stakes were introduced, upon which the uni-
mals fell aud were fatally wounded. This, however,
has been forbidden since an Eaglish hanter fell into
a trap and was empaled npon them.

The vegetable and fruit mmket at Singapore af.
fords an amusing scene in the eatly morning. In
fact a traveler soon learns that it is a resort not to be
neglected in any new eity; affording, as it mvarinbly
does, strongly characteristic local pictures, and for the
timo drawing together representatives from nearly
all classes of the community, — master, mistress, and
servant. The vanety of fruit is here wmuch greater
than in Japan or Cluna; and there are one or two
species, such as the delicious mangosteen, — the se-
ductive apple of the East, — which are found indige-
nous in no other conntry. The vegetables are abun-
dant, and the native women, who transact the market
basiness, know how to arrange them with an eye to
good effect, just as they show an artistic fancy in the
mingled colors of the few clothes they wear,

The cocoanuts ripening in big clusters on the lofty
trees, and many other fruits produced by the family
of the palm, are inviting and handsome to look upon,
especially when hanging in clusters forty or fifty feet
skyward, Wo-had often read of the fan-palm, but
they are much more curious to seo than to read about,
being here presented in their most thriving aspect.
The California specimens are quite meagre and un-
satisfactory in comparison with those grown so near
the equator. 1lere the tree springs up in the exact
shape of an outspresd feather-fan, as though it were

A
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artificially trained, and reaches the height of thirty .
or forty feet, making a very distinctive feature of' the -
scenery. Fruit is always cheap in these regions, and.
forms a very large portion of the native subsistence ;
_ butit was a surprise to us in paying for a dozen large,
- ripe, and luscions pine-apples to find that the price.
was but sixpence. It was amusing to watch the itin-
erant cooks, who wear a yoke over their necks, with -
a cooking apparatus on one end and a little table to
- balance it on the other, serving meals of vice.and fish
to coolies and boatmen for a couple of pennies each,
Money has here, as in most Bastern countries, a larger
purchasing power than it has with us of the West.
Laborers at Singapore get twelve and fifteen cents a
day for work on the wharves, and less inland; but
the cost of living to these people is proportionally
insignificant. . They can go into the jungle and get a
dinner of fruit at any time, and no one will interfere
with them. ‘
A visit to the Botaniecal Garden, located a couple
of miles from the town, afforded us much pleasuve,
and, as a complete collection of tropical trees and.
. plants, exceeded, in extent and variety, all previous -
experience. Though this entire region is a garden,
it has been deemed well to gather close together all
possible representatives of the trees, fruits, and flow-
ers, and to surround them with all the beauties of
landscape gardening. Here, nourished by abundant
heat and moisture, thrive the bread-fruit-tree, palms,
dates, figs, and mangoes, mangosteens, and creepers
of infinite variety. Tor the first time we saw speci-
mens of the acacia flamboyante, a large tree with
broad leaves of delicate green, throwing out from its
topmost boughs clusters of scarlet flowers with yellow
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centres like military plumes, The floral display was
vory beautiful, and the plants must have enjoyed the
care of the best trained skill to produce such perfec-
tion, One portion of the garden contuined large
bushes of stephanotis and alamanda in full bloom,
and close by was a glorious display of the Egyptian
lotus in flower. Upon & small artificial lake was a
prand flourishing plant of the Victoria Regia, with
Jeaves that would support a small ehild upon the sur
face of the water. There was an extensive aviary in
the grounds, with beautiful specimens of the argus
pheasant, Iyre-bird, parrots of many species, and doves
with strangely gandy plumage, as though they had
barely eseaped being parrots.  The little scarlet larie,
a native here, chatteved like a magpie. It was cer-
tainly an unexpected pleasure to find an excellent
muscum, & public library, a Protestant cathedral, a
large hospita), schools, and several benevolent insti-
tutions, ns well as the fine garden referred to, in this
capital of the Malay coast. It will be remembered
that Singapore belongs to the English, baving been
purcliased by them so lony ago as 1819 from the Sal-
tan of Joliore, Malay Peninsula; wise forethought,
showing its imporiance as a port of call between
England and Indin. The cty 1s divided into the
Chinese, Malay, and Enropean quarters, with a pop-
nlation of sixty thonsand, and is elaborately fortified.
A moment's thought will recall to the reader’s mind
o fact which is of interest in this connection, Eng-
tand has established and maintains o line of outposts
from the Mediterranean to the far East, commencing
at Gibraltar, thence to Malta, Aden, Ceylon, Penang,
Singapore, and Hong Kong, thus completely dominat-
ing the south of Asia, and giving ber a clear road to
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India, besxdes making her powel always redhzed and :
- respected in the East. —
There is no disguising the fact that the Chinese, at~
tracted to Singapore by its freedom from commercial
restrictions, and its advantages of p051t1011, have con-
tributed very largely to make it what it is, the most
prosperous settlement in the East. It literally swar ms
with pigtails, the Chinese composmg nearly half of
the population. We caunot afford to ignore the com-
merecial value of this race, however much we may dis- -
like them personally. Opium dens are conspicuous
here, over the doors of which is printed in English,
« Licensed Opium Shops.” It seems that these Mon-
golians cannot or will not do without the snbtle drug,
while there are many people who do not use the ar-
ticle, but who contend that it is not injurions except
when taken to excess. An intelligent resident, how-
ever, admitted that opium was in one way or another
the cause of most of the crime among the class who
habitually use it. Itis the Chinaman’s one luxary,
_ his one extravagance; he will stint bimself in food,
clothing, amusements, everything else, to add to his.
hoard of dollars ; but this fascinating, artificial stimu-
lant and narcotic combined he will not deny himself. .
An Englishman, who joined the ship at Singapore,
related a tigé1 adventure, which had occurred here
not long previous to our visit. There was ample evi-
dence that one of these much-dreaded creatures had-
‘made bhis lair not far away from the town. Ourin-
“formant had come hither with a friend on a hunt-
ing excursion, and resolved, if possible, to.secure the
creature’s hide. Three or four days beflore a native
woman bad disappeared from the suburbs, and it twas
resolved to take advantage of the frail Wluch was made
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on this oceasion to track the beast through the jungle.
The spoitsmen, with six native beaters, easily fol-
lowed the track, the animal's fore paws evidently
sinking heavily into the ground with the weight of
the body he carrfed. A full mile was passed before
the path became so dense as to cause delay, and the
tiack was gquite elear,  Here and there branches
showed a lock of the woman's hair, where ber head
had como in contuct with some thorny bushes in pass-
ing. Qnce tha tiger had evidently lud the body
down, and here were finger-marks in the soil, show-
ing that life still existed in the poor vietim.

The slight clothing she wore had been found at the
commencement of the trail, where a distarbance of
the ground indicated some sort of straggle. At the
end of the second mile the tracks grew every moment
more distinet, and the party moved with inereased
caution. An experienced beater was now sent in ad-
vance with only his broad, unsheathed knife for self-
protection, Stillness reigned for some time, as the
party thus advanced. The anunal had scented danger,
and, contrary to the usual habits of these creatures on
such occasions, instead of retreating farther into the
jungle, he came boldly towards the attacking party.
Iad this been antieipated, greater caution would have
been observed.  Suddenly there came & crashing
sound, and a seream rang through the jungle. The
head beater was borne to the ground by the whole
weight of the tiger, who had sprung upon him. The
man had stood at the moment in a partial opening,
50 that man and ‘veast were now in tuli signt,  Ove
of the hunters instantly leveled his rifle, and with
deliberate aim sent a ball through the tiger’s brain,
causing him {o straighten out at once, quite dead.
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The man was stunned and severely wounded, but -
-. hewas not bitten, and was able to struggle to his
feet, pointing exultingly to the knife, showing that he
-had buried the blade to the hilt in the tiger's chest, .

notwithstanding the suddenness of the attack. The -

natives generally are poor hunters, lacking courage
and coolness, both of which qualities this man clearly
evinced. A hundred yards further into the jungle
from the spot where this struggle took place was
found the monster’s lair. It was a small open space,
surrounded by a thick undergrowth, whither he had
brought his victims, fully three miles from the near-
est village. Only the bones of the poor woman were

found ; what the tiger had not eaten other beasts and

birds had consumed. Heaps of bones testified to the
havoc the animal had made. A number of bangles,
~ arm-rings, nose and ear ornaments, were picked up,
such as only women wear, showing that a number of
his victims had been of that sex. The beater was
- well enough to walk back to the village, after a short
time, and became quite a hero in consequence of the
adventure. The carcass was brought to town, and
proved to be that of a very large and old tiger. The
fact of his coming towards the hunters instead of re-
tiring, as is their habit when pursued by numbers,
showed that he was an unusually dangerous animal.
A two days’ voyage through what seemed to us
like a sea of phosphorescence, every splash and ripple
producing liquid gems, brought us to Penang, the
most northerly sea-port of the Malacea Stt:nts, Bit-
uated at the point where they open into the Indian
Ocean, and just one hundved miles from the island
of Sumatra across the mouth of the Straits. The
approach-to the island by water afforded a fine pic-
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ture,  Well-wooded hills of vivid greenness rise above
the sea all about the town. These hills grow more
or less lofty as they recede inland, until they colmi.
nate in threc mountain peaks. Penang, like Singa-
pore, is an island soma thirteen miles long by ten in
width, and 15 separated from the mainland of the
Peninsula by a narrow belt of sea not more than
three miles in width, giving it a position of great
commercial importance. It resembles Singapore in
many respects, and is almost identical with it so far
as it velates to its genersl products and vegetation;
the scason, likewise, is one long, unvarying summer.
The arcen palm, known as the Denang-tree, is the
source of the betel-nut, and, as it abounds on the
island, has given it the name it bears. The town
and its immediate suburbs cover ahout a square mile,
through which one broad main street runs, inter-
sected by lesser thoroughfaves at right angles. A
drive about the place gave us an iden that it is a
thrifty town, but not nearly so populous or business-
like as Singapore. It was also observable here
that the Chinese element predominated The nmain
street referred to is lined with open bazars and shops,
mostly kept by Chinamen. The front of the dwell
ings being all open, gives the passer-by a full idea
of all that is going on in each houschold, Shrines
were nearly always to be seen 1n some nook or corner
of each diwelling, before which incense was burning,
and generally a couple of candles also, very much as
at Canton. The shrine-room seemed nlso to be the
eating, sleeping, and living room.

The natives are lithe in figure, with bnt slight
muscular development, and are Yyet quite strong.
appearing at all times as nearly naked as would be
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permltted among white people. Thev nge up nearly
all branches of occupation, trade, and industries to
the Chinamen, and content themselves with lyingall ~
day in the sun, eating bananas and other cheap fruits,
and chewing betel-nuts. Some of them make good
“sailors, taken away from their home and put under.
discipline. The P. & O. Steamship Company, as well
as many others, often recruit their crews here. Is it
because surrounding nature is so ‘bountiful, so lovely,
so prolific in spontaneous food, that these, her chil- .
dren, are lazy, dirty, and heedless ?  Does it require
a cold, unpropitious climate, a sterile soil and rude .
surroundings, to awaken human energy and put man-
at his best? There is compensation always. With
luxury comes enervation, effort is superfluous; while
with frugality and labor we have strength, accom-
panied with development of mind and body. The
former produces slaves, the latter heroes.
- Humanity and the lower grades of animal life seem
here to change places. While the birds and butter-
flies are in perfect harmony with the loveliness of na-
- ture about them, while the flowers are glorious in
beauty and in fragrance, man alone seems out of tune
and out of place. Indolent, dirty, unclad, he adds
nothmg to the beauty or perfection of the surround--
ings, does nothing to adapt and improve such wealth
of possibilities as nature spreads broadeast only in
these regions. The home of the Malay is not so
clean as that of the ants, or the birds, or the bees; the
burrowing animals are much neater. He does’ little
for himself, nothiug for others, the sensuous life he
leads pmsonmg his nature. Virtue and vice have no
special meaning to him. There is no sear and yellow
leaf at Penang, or anywhele on the coast of the
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Mr. D——, who was in the prime of life and manly
vigor when he joined us at San T Francisco; but while
the rest of us enjoyed: good health fromy the begin- |
ning to the end of the journey, he lost health and o

strength gradually from the time we left ‘China. -

Though receiving the most unremitting attention,
both professional and friendly, he was conscious by
the time we reached Singapore that he could mnof
long survive. He passed away on the night of De-
cember 21st, and was buried next day at sea, with-
the usual solemn ceremony. It was a wild, stormy
day, when the body was committed to the  deep, caus-
ing the scene to be all the more 1mp1esswe from the
attendant rage of the elements.
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AFTER leaving Penang our course lay due west
across the Indian Ocean, on a line of abont the tenth
degree of north latitude ; the objective point being
the island of Ceylon. We sighted the Andaman
Islands as we passed, more than one of which has
the reputation of being inbabited by cannibals; and
as a matter of course some of the passengers became
witty over the second-hand jokes about roasted mis-
sionary., The rains which we encountered in this
equatorial region were so profuse, and yielded such a
marvelous downpour of water as to almost deluge us,
and set the inside of the good steamship Brindisi
aflont. But the air was soft and balmy, the nights

_ gloriously serene and bright, so that it was even
more refreshing, more restful than slumber, to lie
awake upon the quarter-deck, and gazing idly among
the clustering stars, to build eastles in the limpid
atmosphere while watching the fleecy clouds floating
across the gleaming planets, as a lovely woman’s veil
covers her Juminous eyes for an instant only to vivify
their splendor.
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Wlhen we rounded the seaward end of the substantial
brealwater now bulldmg, over which the lofty waves -
were maLmO' a clean breach, five of the large and
noble steamshlps of the P. and O. line were scen
moored in the harbor, making this a port of call on
their way to or from India, China, or Australia. As

the anchor-chain rattled through the hawser-hole; and

the Brindisi felt the restraint of her land-tackle, we

were surrounded by half a hundred native boats, most

of which were Singhalese canoes, of such odd con-
-struction as to merit a special description. They are
peculiar to these seas, being designed to enable the
occupant to venture out, however rough the water:
- may chance to be, and the surf is always raging in
these open roadsteads. The canoe consists of the
trunk of a tree hollowed out, some twenty feet in
length, having long planks fastened lengthwise so as
to form the sides or gunwales of the boat, which is
two feet and a half deep and two feet wide. An out-
rigger, consisting of a log of wood about one third
the size of the canoe, is fastened alongside at a dis-
tance of some six or eight feet, by two arched poles

of -well-seasoned bamboo. This outrigger prevents . -

any. possibility of upsetting the boat; but without 1t
so narrow a craft could not remain upright even in
the calmest sea. The natives face any weathel in
these little vessels.

There was a pretense made of examining our bag-
gage by the custom-house officers, but this was sim-
ply for form’s sake, and then the trunks were puf
into a two-wheeled canvas-covered cart, drawn by a
" couple of milk-white oxen, and we walled beside
them a short distance to the hotel. It was observed
that the driver of the bullocks had no whip, and the
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circnmstance was set down in favor of humanity;
bul it soon appeared that the fellow bad » resort of
another soit wlereby to urge on his cattle, namely,
he twisted their tails, compmed to whick whipping
wonld have been to them a luxury. As we at once
objected to the tail-twisting operation, the native gave
it up and beliwved himself with humanity. The sun,
meantime, was doing its best to roast us, and we weve
only too happy to get under the shelter of the hotel
piazza. We were waited upon with prompt regard
to our necessitis, and assigned to comfortable apart~
ments. The rooms were divided by partitions which
did not reach to the ceiling, the upper portion being
Teft open for ventilation ; a style of building peculiar
to the climate, but not caleulated to afford much more
privacy than the Japan paper pattitions in the tea-
lLiouses. But the hotel at Colombo was a very good
one in all of its belongings, and the table excelient.
While we sat at our meals, in the spacious dining-
hail, long lines of punkas, or suspended funs, were
woiked by pulleys running outside, so that during
theso hours we were comfortable, notwithstanding
the heat.

This isfand, situated just off the southern point of
India, stands in the samo relation to it that Mad.
agascar does to Africa, and is very ancient in its his-
torieal associations, baving been in the prime of its
glory four hundred years beforo the coming of Christ,
and how far back of that period its history extends
is only problematical. It is separated from the con-
tinent by & strait called the Gelf of Manar, and is
about the'size of Massachusetts; containing, also,
nearly the rame nggregate population. It is helieved
to be tho Oplir of the Hebrews, abounding as it does,

9
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Each wore a white turban and a single white cotton
garment, cub like a gentleman’s dressing-gown, ex-
tending below the Lnee, and confined-at the waist by |
‘a sash, thus bemg decently clothed. It was curious
. - to sit on'the piazza and watch the out-door scenes-as -
- they presented themselves to the eye. The women .
were strange objects, with silver and- brass Jewehy '
stuck “througli the tops and bottoms of their ears, -
through their nostrils and lips, their toes being cov-.
ered with small silver coins attached to rings, and~
their ankles, fingers, and wrists similarly covered, but
with scarcely any clothing upon®their bodies.” Both
men and women flequenbly have their arms, legs, and
bodies tattooed with red and black 'ink, representing
grotesque figures and strange devices, — these pic.to-_
rial illustrations on their copper-colored skins remind--
ing one of illumined text on vellum. Like most East-
ern nations, they do not sit down when fatigued, but
‘s’quat‘on their heels to rest themselves, or when cat-
ing, —a position which no person not accustomed to
it can assume for one instant without pain. The men
- svear their hair done up in a singular manner, combed
back from the forehead and held in place by a circu-
lar shell comb, giving them an especially. effeminate
- appearance; but the women wear nothing of the comb
kind in their hair, their abundant braids being well
plaited and confined by long metallic pins with mam-
moth heads. Some of the women ave pretty, and
would be almost handsome, if their ears and lips and
noses were not so distorted; as it is, they. have fine
upright_figures, and the dignified walk that so dis-
tinguishes their Egyptian sisters.

These women are very: genemlly employed as
nulses by the English officers’ wives, and children
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seem to take very kindly to them, their nature being
gentle and aifectionnte. But these nurses seem to
form a elass Ly themselves, and the taste for cheap
jewelry could lhatdly Lo carried to a greater extent
than it is with them. They are got up in the “loud-
est” stylo; after the iden of the Roman women sim-
ilarly employed, or those one meets with children in
the gardens of the Louvre at Paris, or the Prado at
Madrid. The Singhalese nurses wear o white linen
chemise covering the body, except the breast, to the
knee, with a blue cut-away velvet jacket, covered
with silver braid amd buttons, open in front, a scarlet
sash gathering the chemise at the waist. The legs
and feet are bare, the ankles and toes covered with
rings, and the cars heavy, weighed down, and de-
formed with them. These, like their sisters of the
masses, often have their nostrils and lower lips perfo-
rated by metallic hoops of brass or silver, and some-
times of gold ;"to which is often added a necklace of
bright sca-shells mixed with shark's teeth, completing
the oddest outfit that can well be conceived of fora
haman being. Savagery tinctured with civilization.
The native children of six, eight, and ten, were sub-
jects of pmticular interest, the hoys especially, who
were remarkably handsome, clean-limbed, with skins
shining like satin, and brown as hazel nuts. These
boys and girls have large, brilliant, and intensely
black eyes, with a promise of good intelligence, but
their possibilities remain unfulfilled amid such asso-
ciations as thicy are born to. They soon subside into
languid, sensuous creatures.

As wo sat shaded by the broad piazza in the mid-
day, the native jugglets and snuke-charmers would
como, and, squatting in the blazing sun, beg us to
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give heed to their tucks They are smouLuly clever, -
these Indian mountebanks, especially in sleight of
hand tricks. The serpents which they handle with
such freedom are of the deadly cobra species, fatally
poisonous when their - fangs penetrate' the flesh,
though_doubtless when exhlblted in this manner they |
Thave been deprived of their nabtural means of de- .
fense. True to their native instinet, however, these
cobras were more than once seen to strike at the bare
arms and legs of the performers. Rooks, of which
there were thousands about the house, flew in and
out at the open doors and windows, after their own
" free will, lighting confidently on the back of one’s
chair and trying the texture of his coat with their
sharp bills. No one molests them lere.or makes
them afraid. They are far tamer than are domestic -
fowls in America, for they are never killed and
- eaten like hens and chickens. A Singhalese’s re- .
ligion will not permit him to kill anything, except
wild beasts in self-defense. The vegetation is what
might be expected within so few miles of the equator:
~ beautiful and prolific in the extreme. The cinnamon
fields are so thrifty as to form a wilderness of green,
though growing but four or five feet in height, and a
drive through them was like a poetical inspiration.
The cinnamon bush is a species of laurel, and
bears a white, scentless flower, which is succeeded by
-a small, oblong ben) sc'ucely as large as o pea. The
spice of commerce is the inner bark of the shrub, the
branches of which are cut and peeled twice in the
course of the year,—say about Christmas and mid-
summer. The plantations resemble a thick, tangled
copse, without any regularity, and require no cultiva-
tion, after being once set out ; though by close trim-
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ming the strength is thrown downward, and the shrab
is thought to render a better erop. The raising of
the spice was once a government monopoly, but all
restrictions ave now removed, and the plantations near
to Colombo are private property. In driving through
them — for they are miles in extent, and are poetically
called einnamon gardens— we tried in vain to detect
the perfume derived from cinnamon; far too decided
and pungent to be mistaken for aught else. It is not
the bloomn nor the berry which throws off this scent,
but the wounded bark in process of being gathered at
tlie semi-annual harvest., These cinnamon fields were
very sweet and fragrant; there was the perfume of
flowers in the air, but not even poetical license could
attribute it to the cinnamon,

The wide-spread coffee Plantations were much more
attractive to the eye, the cultivation of which forms
one of the principal industries of the island, supple-
mented by the rasing and exporting of rice, tea, co-
coanuts, pine-apples, plumbago, and precious stores.
Ceylon, at one time, almost rivaled Java in the pro-
duction of coffee; statistics showing that her export
of the berry reached the large amount of a million
bundred-weight per annum, before it was suddenly
checked by the leaf disease, which has impoverished
50 many of the local planters. Among its wild ani-
mals are elephants, déer, monkeys, bears, and pan-
thers,— fine specimens of which are preserved in
the excellent museum near Colombo. Pearl oysters
*abound on the const, and some superb specimens of
this beautiful jewel have been found here, while no
shore is richer in the variety and quality of its finny
tribe. Gamo birds, especially of aquatic sorts, prevail.

Specimens of the ebony, satin-wood, and celamen-
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dar-trees were met with, the latter the most highly
. prized of ‘all cabinet woods, growing in wild luxuri-
ance, surrounded by palms, bamboos, fragrant bal-’
sams, tall ferns, and the india-rubber-tree, large and-
lofty, with a majority of its anaconda-like roots lying
above the surface of the ground. Here and there we
came upon dark, shady pools, covered with the bloom-
ing lotus, like our pond-lilies, except that they are
much larger.. The floral display was fascmfttmg

Nature seemed to revel in blossoms of various, and, to
us, unknown species. While some large and brilliant |
flowers bloomed on trees, others, very lovely and
sweet, caught the eye among the prolific under-
growth.” VlVld colors flashed before the obscrver,
caused by the blue and scarlet plumage of the feath-
ered tribe among the branches of the trees, some with
pleasant tfilling voices, and others uttering harsh,
shrill, unfamiliar cries. The variety of birds was a
very marked feature of this thplCdl region. The
keen voice of the Ceylon thrush rang in our ears like
the scream of a young child. Many other smaller
birds were seen in rainbow feathers; and a sparrow,
like his English brother, except that the Ceylon
species wear a white shirt bosom.

The difference between a tropical forest and that
of our temperate zone, which at once challenges the
notice of the traveler, is that trees of ‘the-same fam-
ilies do not characterize any particular spot.” We
have pine forests, oak forests, cedar, birch, and maple
woods, and the like; but a tropical forest contains
.specimens of the most widely different classes, with
every possible variety of family; and the same may
be said of the countless climbing plants which cling
to the vertical ‘trunks. The various kinds of tho
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palm are sure to assert their predominance cvery-
where in the wooded distriets and jungles of the trop-
ics, yielding an abundance of their valnable fruits.
But at the north, to see a peach or apple-tree bearing
fruit in a pine grove, or fruitful cherry and pear-trees
among a forest of oaks, would cause surprise. It is,
after all, only a pecaliarity born of the wonderful
vegetuble productiveness of the equatorial region,
which gives birth to fruits and flowers wherever there
is space to nourish their roots, and where moisture
and heat have no other outlet whereon to expend
their fructifying powers. The bread-frnit-tree is es.
pecially intoresting, with its deeply serrated, feathery
leaves, and its melon-shaped fruit, weighing from
three to four pounds. Tlis the natives prepare for
eating in many ways, and as the tree bears fruit con-
tinually for nine months of the year, it forms a most
fmportant food supply. Two or three trees will sup-
port o hearty man, and half a dozen, well cared for,
will sustain a small family, a portion of the fruit be-
ing dried and kept for the non-producing months,
The tree grows to nearly fifty feet in height, and only
requires a little attention,—no more than that marvel
of productiveness, the banana.

Ieie we saw, for the first time, the caidamom and
pepper buslies full of fruit, and the kitool-palm yicld-
ing its harvest of sugar, toddy, and sago. The usual
pests of the tropics were not wanting to balance all
these pleasant sights. Beetles, diagon-flies, cock-chaf-
ers, locusts, wasps, and vicious spiders, were visible
everywhere; while the ommnipresent mosquito was
ever looking out for n victim. The curious nest
of the tailor-bird, which sews Jeaves togetlier and
builds o dainty nest inside of them, was pointed out
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to us, and specimens of the weaver bird’s nest, with
entrance tubes over two feet in length. There were
. also pendent nests built. by a species of wasp in the
- trees, which indicated a nefarious design to. infringe
_upon bird architecture. - The peacock_is found wﬂd :
here in all its wealth of mottled, feathery splendor.
Storks, ibises, and herons flew up from the lagoons,
and the cooing of the gentle wood-pigeon reached the
-ear-during the quieter moments. The woods, and in-
deed all out—doo1s at Ceylon, seemed like a conserva-
tory of éxotic birds and flowers. .
There is a well-equipped railroad ettendmg from
- Colombo northward to the small but ancient city of
~ Kandy, running thus about seventy-five miles into the
“very heart of the ancient native kingdom, and giv-
ing the traveler an excellent opportunity to view the
inland scenery, which, at many points, is grand and
imposing. Kandy is perched in a basin of the moun-
tains, two thousand feet above the level of the sea, -
surrounded by thickly wooded hills ; beyond which are
“ broad plains and thick jungles, which are very rarely
penetrated, and which have not been explored, prob-
ably, for centuries. Here wild elephants are to be
met with in herds. It will be remembered, that they
“are indigenous to Ceylon, and from here Hindostau
was supplied in the centuries that are gone, when the
" huge animal was employed in such large numbers
during the Mogul reign. In those days there were
elephant fights, when these animals, like gladiators
"at Rome, were trained to single combats, or duels,
for the pleasure of cruel masters; and such was their
stt that one or both were always sacrificed on such
occasions. We afterw ards saw, in India, the arenas
" where these gladiatorial contests took place, one of
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which was located in the fort at Agra. A well-
known peculiarity of this animal is the fact that it is
almost impossible to breed from them in a domestic
condition, thus rendering it necessary to replenish the
ranks fiom the jungle. In their wild state elephants
are n prolific animal; otherwise Ceylon would long
since have been cleared of them, since thousands have
been imported from here into India within the last
fifty years. The Ceylon elephants prefer the low
lying forests, but do not confine themselves to them,
ranging the hills to a height of six or seven thousand
fect, where the nights must be frosty and rather se-
vere. Their principal food is the leafage and young
shoots of various trees, the wild fig being a favorite.
There are other trees of which they eat the bark, and
the young roots of the bamboo form a large source
of their food supply. Rice is, howaver, their favorite
article of food, and they often devastate whole plan-
tations in o single mght. It is fortunate that the
slightest fence will keep them away from any spot so
protected: a single blow of thewr trunks would de-
stioy a bamboo fence, but they never attempt it.
Some idea, of which we can know nothing, possesses
them as it regards these frail fences. The male ele-
phant in Ceylon gets its full size at about twenty-two
years, and i3 then about twelve feet in height. We
were told that they averaged about a hundred years
of life, but in India & muoch longer period is given
them by general caleulation.

It has been found necessary to protect them by
special law in Ceylon, as European sportsmen camo’
hither in such numbers after the large game, that
they threatened their extinetion. There is now,
therefore, « fine of five hundred pounds imposed by



140 . DUE WEST.

government, as a pendlty for Lxlhng an eleph'mt
’ but some rich English’ sportsmen kill their elephant
~and pay the fine. It will be remembered that the
Duke of Edinburgh visited the - island a few ve'ua
‘'since to participate in an elephant hunt, when greab
- preparations were made for. him, and good success,"
from a sportsman’s point of view, was 'whieved This
style of hunting involves considerable risk, and native -
" beaters are liable to lose their lives in the business.
The animals found on'the island seem to be quite a
distinctive breed from any other known race, and
are noted for their intelligence, as well as for their
docility, after proper domestication. They are not so
large as those of Africa, but seem to be more hig]ﬂy
prized in India. The exportation, as we learned, still
goes on in behalf of the English government, sixteen
hundred animals having thus been disposed of in the
five years ending in 1862, and about the same number
in the intervening time up to January, 1883, all of
which went to Indn
The principal object of interest at K'mdy is the re--

nowned and ancient temple of Maligawa, where the
sacred tooth of Buddha has been preserved for more
than fifteen hundred years. It is an indescribable old
shrine of irregilar, low architecture, black and grimy
with “the sacred rust of twice ten hundred years,”

surrounded by a walled court and small stone apavt-
ments. It is surmounted by a tower, manifestly Eu-
ropean in design, and which tells its own story as
a modern addition. It is massive and unconth, so
as hardly to admit of classifieation ; thongh it must
once have been the central object of worship to a very
large population, and is held so sacred that the king
and priests of Burmah 'md Siam stlll send valuable
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presents to it annually., A sacred bo-tree was pointed
out to us in the giounds near the temple, believed to
be the oldest historical tree in the would. It is neaily
allied to the banyan species, and its 1ecord has been
carcfully kept sinde three. hundred years previous to
the Christian era, The temple, though wearing a
most deserted and neglected aspect, is still in charge
of a few yellow-10bed priests, who keep up an appear-
ance daily of regular services, such as they are, and
more heathienish ones were never witnessed. The
ceremonies during our brief visit consisted of gro-
tesque dancing, beating of drums, and blowing apon
a shrill fife before a rude altar, upon which incense
was burning. There was also marching, by these
musicians, around the altar, led by a dirty, blear-eyed
priest. The scene was strongly suggestive of a pow-
wow as performed by the Digger Indians of Califor-
nia.  So great was the din, we were guite willing to
take for granted the presence, in another part of the
temple, of the tooth of Buddha, without personal in-
spection, and liastened to get away from the annoy-
ance as soon as possible, As we came out of the
recking, stuffy, infected Lwlding, we expanded our
lungs and nmbrellas at one and the same time, for it
was “ rainiug cats and dogs™ just at thut time, and
when it rains near the equator it does 5o in earnest;
umbrellas become a fallacy : nothing less than an »
india-rubber cont i3 of any avail. What an exhibie? .
tion of mummery it was in that time-begimed tem-
ple! Ceplon is the classic ground of Buddhism, as
its ruined temples and monuments prove,—a faith
which still prevails so generally throughout, Burmab,
Cliina, and Japan.

The house at which we stopped in Kandy, the only
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one designed for the accommodation of travelers, is
called the Queen’s Hotel, quite pretentious, quite .
expensive, and very poor, especially- as it regards
the table. One would think a plenty of fruit, at
least, might be afforded where it only costs the time |
‘and trouble of gatheuug, but we were obliged to
seek such cheap Iuxuries of the intinerant outsiders. -
There was aliberal abundance, however, in the insec-
tivorous department. . Centipides and other noxious.
creatures abounded in the sleeping-rooms. Fire-flies
floated about them in such force at night as to con-.
test the illuminating power with the primitive light
- supplied to guests, by means of a small cork with a
" bit of cotton wicking floating upon a shallow dish of
cocoanut oil.  We will not dilate upon the still more
offensive insects which disputed our sleeping accom-
~modations with us, but did protest when the rain
came pouring through the roof and ceiling upon us in
bed.” A large tub was brought in, the bed removed
to another corner; and we fell asleep, lulled by the )
dull sound of dropping water, to mwakc next morning
and find the tub overflowing. v
We drove through the very extensive and well-
arranged Botanical Garden of Kandy, designed as a
sort of experimental nursery for the introduction of
such plants as are not indigenous to the island, but
which might prove to be of value to the pl(m{ms
ﬁ-ould the) be acclimated. The selection of various
trees and plants is very extensive, and mingled with
those of native origin, together forming a colleetlon
of remarkable interest. We were told that the gar- -
den had been organized for some sixty years, and
it is, undoubtedly, the finest in the Fast, next to that
of ﬂlcut'm It covers a hundred and fifty acres of
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here, the stems being considemlrly OVer a hundreq

which chamctem’zes these grasses — fop that jg their
Lamily ¢ almogt, incredil]e, he large cluster
here Spoken of g less than hinety days old, and, the
superinteudent told us, Increased twelye Inches o day

Y actual measuremeny We hag read of Plantg
Browing g4 sueh speeq iy the tropieg 4 to be vigip],
to the Watcher, gy this group of bamboog was in.
Creasing ag ¢he rate of half ch each bour.
being observe,] that the Atmosphe; o was impregnated

had we Previously soep such extr:lordinary exuber.
anco apg variety of tropical Vegetation combined,
Some of the palmg were o Stupendong size ang
height, while there ppeared to pg | SPIt of emyl,.
tion betiwee! talipots, Dalmyrag, date-palms and fan.
DPalms, ng 44 which glioyjg deve)op nto the finesy Spec-
Imen of jig class, There were Plenty of flying foves
1n these grounds, ang sume temarkaple Specimens of
the jungls.kropa Creepers, op eleplmnt-crcepers, as they
are more generally caljog bere, yjyep, clasp the treeg
to which they atfagp, themse]vog 8 1f with the pur-

fm‘os, a8 wys explained to us, are a great nnnoyance,
and dest, uetive to fruit and b!nssoms, nlwnys attack.
ing the Clinjeest Specimens, They move in flockg op
herds of hundreds from opg Place to another, gg ¢4
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most desn-able food tempts them The natives never
touch them, but hunters from LEurope have cooked
and eaten them, pronouncing the flesh almost the
same as that of the hare, with similar game-like flavor.
It is not safe to walk much in the more moist portions
. of the garden as there is an abundance of snakes, and’

especially. of one pmsonous kind whlch is the. terror
of the natives.

On the passage from and back to Colombo, the
scenery was grand, and a source of great pleasure, for
our appreciation in this line was becoming somewhat
trained. So abrupt was the rising grade of the road
on the portion approaching Kandy, that even our
small train of two passenger cars required two engines
to enable it to surmount the hills. The road wound -
about the mountain in rather startling proximity to
the deep gorges and precipitous cliffs; but, as re-
marked above, giving us glimpses of scenery worthy
of the Yosemite in the opposite hemisphere. At the
~ several small stations wheve we made a brief hals,-
. girls and boys brought to the windows of the cars
- yellow bunches of freshly picked, ripe bananas, very

choice and appetizing, the price 6f which was six
pennies for a bunch of twelve or fifteen, and so we
partook of the fat of the land. New England fruits, -
. as a rule, are more satisfactory to us than those of
" any other country, delicious as we sometimes find
them in the tropics; but an exception may be safely
made in favor of freshly picked, ripe, luscious ba-
nanas and pine-apples. Green cocoanuts, which the
natives much affect, were offered to us, but having a
decided preference for ripe fruit, these were respect-

fully but firmly declined.
The common people "along the route live in the



RARE GLMS. 145

very simplest and frailest of hats, made of bamboo
frames with walls of mmud, the roofs consisting of n
thatehing of large palm leaves ingenionsly combined,
one layer upon anotlier, so a8 to effectunlly excude
even equatorial rains. The overlapping eaves conwe
within a couple of feet of the ground, the huts belug
one story high. They have no chitmeys nor windows.
The door, always open, admts all the required light,
and there is no cold to be feared it Ceylon.  What-
ever of cooking the people do, and it is very little, is
accomplished out of dovrs, Many of the small ham-
lets through which we passed were embedded ki low-
lying, thickly-shaded woods, shoning the salubrity
of the climate, since in some countiies such a location
would prove to be the very hot-hed of jungle fever.
Here the nattses work in the nce- fickds and the
swamps at all seasons of the year, and seem to be
perfeetly healthy ; but we were tokd that when Eo-
ropeans attempt it they die off by seoves. Quite a
large number of Singhalese are employed by dealers
at Colombo to hunt the beds of stuall stieams, and to
dig in the mountains in search of gems, such as sap-
phires, cat's-eyes, moon-stones, topazes, and rubies,
whieh, after being cut, are sold 1 Ewtapean and
American travelers, and also exported to the Puis
and London jewelers. A Luge pioportion of the
finest preciovs stones in the market come [tom this
island,

The pools in the low groands here and thete nwere
repdered beautiful and fragrant by the lotus w fall
bloom, bearing flowers exght inclies in diameter, rival-
ing the magnolias, wlich were plenty enough, but
which seemed by no means superior to our northern
specimens.  Does this proud representative of Flora's

1
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curring hymn' wutteu in hght — w111 render the most ‘
prosy mdlﬂdual enthusiastie, Leepmo the heart’ con-
,stantly awale to love and beauty. ;
Ceylon is also much richer than is genexally real-
ized in its prehistoric monuments, — ancient. Hindoo
and Bnddhist temples, and ruins of lofty pagodas
from three to four hundred feet in height, dating
many centuries previous to the appearance of Clrist
upon earth.. What an unexplored field remains for
the antiquarian, not quite untrodden, but still unde-
veloped! There is every evidence to show that there
once existed upon this island a great and powerful
empire ; the gigantic remains of palaces and temples
at once suggest the fact. There are also ruins to be
seen of a most elaborate system of irrigation, which
must have covered the country from Adawm’s Peak to
Galle, like a net-work, with most perfect means to
this end, so excellent as to be the marvel of modern
engineers.  Their completeness, intelligent purpose,
and extent are marvelous. But no one can say, or
reasonably surmise, what caused the ruin and deca-
dence of the ancient capitals, which, like those about
Delhi, have crumbled away, leaving only a blank me-
‘morial of their existence. What could have swept
from the globe a population of millions, and left us
no clearer record of their once highly civilized occu-
pancy ? The carved pillars, ornamental fragments
. of temples, and stone slabs skillfully wronght, which
arve scattered through the juwile,. and in some in-
stances overgrown by dense’™ ttest both ma-
- terial greatness and far-reacl:
seem as though nature hac
many . wrinkles of age wil
T t e no legends even e

[t . . . .
S remains. Prstu

1n
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reach far back into the dim past, though here the an-
tigquarian is able to light us with the lamp of lus
kuowledge; but as to the forest-covered remains of
Ceylon, all is a blank, skeletons of the dead and
buried past, mementos of a race who trod this beaun-
tiful island perhaps before the Pyramids or the
Sphinx existed.

At Singapore, Penang, and Colombo it was observed
that the common classes weie incessantly chewing the
betel-nut, which gives to their teeth and lips a color
as if bathed in fresh blood. It isa well-known and
long-established practice. The men carry the means
about them at all times, and taking « piece of the
nut, enclose it in a leaf of the saume tree, adding a
small quantity of quicklime; folding these together
they chew them vigorously, one quid lasting for
twenty-five minutes or half an how, Veing at times
permitted to rest between the gum and the cheek,
as seamen masticate a quid of tobacco. The nut is
known to be a powerful tonie, but only a small por-
tion of the juice is swallowed. The habit is univer-
sal among the lower classes of Asiatics. In the south-
ern districts of India, pepper and cardamom seeds are
added to the quid, and it 13 then considered to e a
partial preventive uagainst malarial influences. Un-
less it produced some agreeable stimulating effect its
use would not be so eommon., Wherever we go,
among civilized or savage races, upon islands or wpon
continents, in the chilly North, or the languid, melt-
ing South, we find man resorting to soma stimulant
otlier than natural food and dtink, Tt seems to be
an instinctive eraving exhibited and satisfied as surely
in the wilds of Afiiea, ot the South Sea TIslands, as
Dy the opium-consuming Chinese, or the brandy-drink-
ing Anglo-Saxons, i
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curring hymn wr 1tten in light, — will render the most
prosy mdeldual enthusiastic, keeplno‘ the heart con--
stantly awalke to love and beauty. ‘ :
Ceylou is also much rieher than is generally real-
Jized in its prehistoric monuments, — ancient Hindoo
and Buddhist temples, and ruins of lofty pagodas
from three to four hundred feet in height, dating
many centuries previous to the appearance of Christ
upon earth.. What an unexplored field remains for
the antiquarian, not quite untrodden, but still unde-
veloped! There is every evidence to show that there -
once existed upon this island a great and powerful
empire ; the gigantic remains of palaces and temples-
at once suggest the fact. There are also ruins to be
seen of a most elaborate system of irrigation, which
must have covered the country from Adam’s Peak to
Galle, likke a net-work, with most perfect means to
this end, so excellent as to be the marvel of modern
engineers.  Their completeness, intelligent purpose,
_and extent are marvelous. But no one can say, or
reasonably surmise, what caused the ruin and deca-’
dence of the ancient capitals, which, like thpse aboub
Delhi, have crumbled away, leaving only a blank me-
morial of their existence. What could have swept
from the globe a population of millions, and lelt us
no clearer record of their once highly civilized - occu-
pancy ?° The carved pillars, ornamental fragments
. of temples, and stone slabs skillfully wrought, w]nch :
are scattered through the jungle, and in some in-
stances overgrown by dense forests, attest both ma-
- terial greatness and far-reaching antiquity. It would
seem as though nature had tried to cover up the
many wrinkles of age with blooming vegetation.
There are no legends even extant relating to the ear-
" Yest of these remains. Prestum, Memphis. and Cumee
N
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reach far back into the dim past, though here the an-
tiquarian is able to light us with the lamp ?f his
knowledge; but as to the forest-covered 1emains of
Ceylon, afl is a bank, skeletons of the dead and
buried past, mementos of a race who trod this beau-
tiful island perhaps before the Pyramids or the
Sphiny existed.

At Singapore, Penang, and Colombo it was observed
that fhie common classes were incessantly chewing the
betel-nut, which gives to their ieeth and Jips a color
asif bathed in fresh blood. It isa wellknown and
long-established practice, The men carry the means
about them at all times, and taking a piece of the
nut, enclose it in a leaf of the same tree, adding a
small quantity of quickhme ; folding these together
they chew them vigorously, one quid lasting for
twenty-five minntes or half an hour, being at times
permitted to rest between the gam and the cheek,
as scamen masticate a quid of tobacco. ‘The nut is
known to be a powerful tonic, but only a small por-
tion of the juice is swallowed. The habit is univer-
sal among the lower classes of Asiatics. In the sonth-
ern districts of India, pepper and cardamom seeds are
added to the quid, and it is then considered to be a
partial preventive against malarial influences. Un-
less it produced some agreeable stimnlating effect its
use would not be so common. Wherever we co,
among civilized or savage races, upon islands or upon
continents, in the chilly North, or the languid, melt-
ing South, we find man resorting o some stimulant
other than natural food and dvink. Tt seems ta be
an instinctive eraving exhibited and satisfied as surely
in the wilds of Alriea, or the South Sea Islands, as

Ly the opium-consuming Chivese, i
! or the brandy- -
ing Angle-Saxons, = ' d? ik
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in figure, square shouldered, and broad chested. Their
complexions were lighter, features clearer- cut, and
they were a more active race. They had not full
“lips or flat noses like the Singhalese and Malays; so -
that although there was a similarity between them,
yet there was a strong difference when one came to
sum up the chmactenstlcs of each. -
The architecture of the town is peculiar, and the
few old public buildings odd in the extreme.. Tu-
ticorin sends some cotton, rice, and cocoanuts to mar-
ket, but its business must be very limited. An how’s
walk took us all over the town withont discovering
any object of special interest. Being connected by
rail with northern India, if there were depth of water
sufficient for steamers to make a landing here, with-
out lying five miles off shore, Tuticorin would cer--
tainly become an important Indian port. It was -
- New Year’s Day when we landed, and was apparently
being celebrated in an humble way by the few people
“whom we saw. The children were displaying toys,
playing games, and some bore flowers aloft arranged
upon poles as wreaths and hoops. Itinerant peddlers
were disposing of sweetmeats to eager boys and girls..
Both the articles sold and the money which was paid
for them looked new and strange. Some young maid-
ens, in half-civilized attire, displayed high - colored
garments and small searlet kerchiefs on their heads.
The passion for, and habit of wearing cheap jewelry,
had been imported even here, and some of the extrav-
agances of Colombo were copied by the women in or-
pamentation of ears, nose, and lips. Litile babies
_Jwere; thus bedecked, and the tender ears of some con-
sequently hung distorted and stretched three inches
downward, both the upper rim and the lobe of the-
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infant's ear being perforated with rings. Brass ban-
gles on atms, wrists, and ankles wete the rale, some

of the men also wemng them. Here, on the main.

Jand, the tattooing of the body seemed to have ceased,
and the shining, naked skin of the men and women
looked clean and healthy. i
In the afternoon of the day on which we landed,
the cars of the South Indian Railway were taken to
Madura, one hundred miles northward, where we
artived late in the evening, and tock ledging ina
government bungalow, unfarnished, except by s few
temporary articles improvised for the occasion, our
meuls being served at the rajlroad station mot far
away. The bungalow was in the midst of a grove of
cocoanut palms which loomed high above our heads,
laden with masses of the large brown fruit. It was
dark and shady even at noconday. Close by was
an ancient stone well, baths, and irrigating weans,
showing that where the jungle now is had formerly
been a cultivated field wath crops of grain. Native
shunties were located all abont the neighborhood, the
people living mostly out of doors, gypsy fashion. It
would be too hot to eook or to eat within these Jow-
roofed mud walls. We found that fies, mosgnitoes,
and scorpions were inclined to dispute the possession
of the bungalow with us; and ugly looking sngkes
were seent in sach proximity to the low piazza as to
suggest their uninvited entrance by doors or windows.
{1‘\'(!1:\ swarms .‘vith vermi.n, especially in the jungle.
¥ :mdlodn niot 3‘11 to examine dur shoes be{ore putting
b 'b?' e morning, I,est .the scorpions should
I):Z:a e‘s:sr ished & squatter’s right there}n, Flying
e mo:ieo :l seen upon the trees, sometimes hang.
S ess by the feet, at others swinging to and
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the comts, chapels, and depmtments of the Immense .’

- st ucture by a motley and curious crowd, the girls and

women satisfied to watch and stare at us; but ‘the -
* boys had imported a London and Dublin idea : turn-
ing cart-wheels, somersaults, and \v:ilkin‘g all about
us on their hands, with feet in the air, to attract at-
tention and elicit pennies. One little fellow gyrated
about in a most marvelous style, keepmg so persist-
ently topsy-turvy as to grow black in the face, and we
finally paid him to keep right side uppermost. . Beg-
ging is reduced to a science in India, and our little .
_party were beset, as by an army with banners. '
Half a mile from this grand pagoda is situated
Timal Naik’s Tank, so named after the munificent
rajah who built it. He reigned at Madura from 1621
to 1657, building palaces and temples by the score.
The so-called tank is an artificial lake extending
- over six or eight acres, with a temple in its centre,’
~very picturesque in effect, and approached only by
boats. Timal Naik’s palace was also visited, built
~ some three hundred years ago, of granite, and a very-
remarkable piece of solid architecture it is for India
to have produced, in that section, and at that epoch..
The principal hall of this royal residence has over a
hundred stone pillars supporting it. We were shown
a grand Saracenic hall, with a noble dome nearly
handred feet across, called the Hall of Justice. The
whole of this grand palace is now being thoroughly
‘restored, aiter having been permitted for half'a cen-
tury and more to fall into partial decay. We must
not forget to mention the banqueting hall of the pal-
ace ; notlnnrr finer of this character exists in mod-
ern architecture. - The whole was a surprise and
delight, as we had not-even 1ead or hund of this

Indla,n palace. .
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Another hundred miles northward by rail brought
us to the city of Trichinopoly, where we were gnar-
tered at o government bungalow, as ab I\Ia‘dura, tak-
ing our.meals at the dining-room of the railroad sta-
tion, and were most agreeably disappointed with both
the service and the provisions, Surely some profes-
sional cook had dropped out of the skies and settled
here. The food was prepared and served as deli-
cately as at o Parisian café. The variety of fruit
and pastry was & temptation to the most satiated
appetite. Everything was neat and clean, the linen
faultless, and the glass and china were of the choicest.
We often recalled, when putting up with indifferent
service and deprivations elsewhere, the admirable_ en-
tertainment which we experienced so unexpectedly
at this point. Here the famous Rock of Trichmopoly,
from five to six hundied hundred feet high, crested
with the Temple of Gunesa, was ascended, and a
gronp of pagodas visited of the most lofty and strik-
ing character, stmilar in extent and general design
to those already spoken of. It is not long since, at
the assembling of a thousand and more pilgrims npon
this lofty and exposed Rock of Trichinopoly, a panic
ensued from some unknown cause, when fally half of
these pilgrims lost their lives by being ‘crowded off
and falling over the rocky precipice, a distance of
five hm.ldr'e& feet. There is no protection to the nar-
TO%, wmdmg path by which the apes is reached, and
EOMOe nerve is requited to accomplish the ascent.
T‘Tbe vgew from this eminerice is exceptionally fine.
h-\‘: :eamel tlc:wn far below us looked as though it
b‘y somzn “n’;‘ I"“ up and dropped t)re}-e in confusion
1 e \:‘3 ulsion of nature, T'he}‘a is no regularity

ying out of the place ; it is a confused mass



158 . DUE WEST.

-of bmldmgs, narrow paths, cmoLed roads, and 1ow-
built mud cabins. We visited what is called the
" silversmith’s quarter, but it was utterly unlike what.
such a-locality would be elsewhere, composed of one-
“story mud cabins, in narrow filthy lanes full of chick:
- ‘ens, mangy dogs, cats, and quarrelsome children, No
one but a native would suspect these hovels to con- -
tain choice and finely wrought silver ornaments, and
that the entire manufacture was performed upon the
spot. These workmen, nevertheless, have a reputa-

. tion for the excellence and originality of their prod-

uct, which extends beyond the borders of India.
-Boxes were produced from odd corners, which were -
* full .of exquisite silver work, forming such -articles
as bracelets, necklaces, rings, pins, belts, ete., from”
which our party made selections. Tuchmopoly is
‘also famous for the manufacture of cigars, called che-
roots, exported to all parts of India and the East, and
which keep employed the busy fingers of a large num- -
ber of the men and women of the town. In passing -
‘the open doors of the dwellings, cabins, or huts, young-
girls and boys were seen rolling up the cheroots, sit-
ting cross-legged. beside low benches. The man- -
ufacture of cutlery is also a specialty here, and the

~* place has some sixty thousand population. It will

be remembered that the remains of Bishop Heber
" were buried at Trichinopoly, where he was drowned .
while bathing, in the year 1826. Here also occurred
some fierce struggles between the I'rench and Eng-
lish for the sovereignty of southern India.

" Two hundred miles of night travel by rail brought
us to Tanjore, a lfuge fortified city, where we were
again quartered in a government bungalow, theve

bemg no hotel designed to accommodwte tmvelexs.: o
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The palace of the late Rejah, an ancient building
with lofty towers, and still occupied by the ex-queen,
was quite interesting. We were permitted to exam-
ine its internal economy, und found by the litrary
that her husband was a man of cultivation and taste,
especially well read in the classics, and a good lin-
guist. His bookcases showed several thousands of
good and well- thumbed books in English, French,
Latin, and Greek.

Ilere we saw a large gilded car of Juggernaut, tho
Indiar idol, which makes its annual passage to and
from the temple when the idol takes its yearly airing,
and is drawn by thousands of worshipers, who have
come from afar to assist at the strange and senseless
festival, Pilgrims, delirious with fanaticism, do some-
times throw themselves under the ponderous wheels
and peiish there, but the stories current among writ-

_ ersupon the subject as to the large number of these
victims are much exaggerated. This self-immolation,
like that of the burning of widows upon their hus-
band's funeral pyres, has latterly been suppressed.
Between 1815 and 1826, fifteen thousand widows
thus perished in India! We were told that in some
native provinces the practice was even now secretly
followed to some extent, but this is doabtful,

The grand pagoda of Tanjore bas been rendered
familiar to us by engravings and is truly remarkable,
being esteemed the finest specimen in India of prgoda
constraction, It is fourteen storfes high, and in the
absence of fizures we“should say was over two hun-
dred feet from the base to the top. and about eiglty
feet square at the groond.  Amozg its other strange
tols and emblems it contains in the are beforn (L2
nzin temple, in a demi-pazods, the gigantie fgure of
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a reclining bull, hewn from a single mammoth block .
- of black granite, and supposed to be of great antig-
uity. It stands within an open space; mlsed some -
twelve feet above the surrounding court, upon a gran-
ite plinth of the same color, but how it could h,we'
been raised there intact is a marvel. :

All of these structures are kindred in desigﬁ, re-
producing here at Tanjore the spirit and many of the
same figures which were seen at Madura and Trichi- -
nopoly. As they are the temples of the same idola-
trous race this is natural. All are many centuries
in age, and are characterized by grotesqueness, las-
civiousness, caricature, and infinite detail of finish.’
Though they are outrageously gaudy. in colors, yet .
are they on so grand and costly a scale as to create
amazement rather than disgust. It would seem that
~a people equal to such efforts must have been capa-

ble of something far better. In all grosser forms
of superstition and idolatry, carnal and material ele- -
ments seem to be essential to bind and attract the
ignorant; and this was undoubtedly the governing
pollcy of a religion embodying emblems so outra-
geous to Christian sensibility. This grand pagoda
at Tanjore, taken as a whole, was the most remark-
able religious monument we saw in India.- The city
has, as prominent local industries, the manufacture of
silk, cotton, and muslins. It is also swrrounded by
vast rice-fields the product of which it largely ex-
ports to the north. Another day npon the cars
traveling due north brought us to Madras, where we
found a good hotel and excellent accommodations, to
which ‘we were in a frame of body and mind to do
ample justice.

In traveling through southern India to this point,
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we observed frequently on the route of the railroad
strange monuments and many ruins of temples, pa-
godas, and odd structures of stone, manifestly serv-
ing in by-gone ages some religions purpose. Now
and again in open fields, or more generally by small
groves of trees, there weré mammoth stone elephants,
Lorses, bulls and coiws, more or less erumbled and
decayed Dy the wear of centuries, but evidently ob-
jects of worship by the people who constructed them,
being still held too sacred to be meddled with by the
ignorant and superstitious natives, whose mud bovels
cluster about them. At several points, away from
any present villages or hamlets, large irregular circles
of heavy, unwrought stones were observed in open
fields, or near to some mounds of grass grown earth,
perhaps coveiing the remains of former shrines.
These seemed of the same chaacter and called to
mind the ancient débris which still exsts at Stone-
henge, and undoubtedly marked the spot of ancient
saciifice. Large flocks of goats tended by herds-
men were distributed over the plains, and so level is
the country that the eye could make out these groups
for miles awny on either side of the track. Well
cultivated plantations of sugar-cane, plantains, rice,
wheat, and orchards of fruit were constantly coming
into view from the cars. The olden style of irriga-
tion was going on by means of the shaduf, worked
by lhand, the same as was done in the East four
thonsand years ago; while the very plow, rude and
ineflicient, which is used upon these plains to-day, is
atier ¥ne Tashion belonging to the same period. In-
deed, except that the railroad runs through southern
India, there seems to have been no progress there for
thousands of years. A lethargy of the most hopeless
u
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character appears to pdsce.s the people.. Their mud.
cabins are not suitable covering for human beings, and

._are disfanced in neainess by the colossal ant-hills of
wooded districts. * Such a degraded state of human- -
(ity can hardly. be found elsewhere among semi-civil-

ized vaces. The women seemed to be worn down
by hardships, and were pitiable to look upon ; but the
men were of dark hue, straight in figure, always thin
in flesh, and remarkably like our American Indians.-
ANudity is the rule among them,.clothing the excep—
tion. It seems like a strange Q:sertmu but it is a
fact, two thirds of the human family go naked in the
nineteenth century. )
. Madras is situated on the open Bay of Benrral

thhouu even the pretense of a harbor, thoucrh a

grand stone breakwater, like that at Ceylon, is in
course of construction. It is after the pl’m which
was adopted by De Lesseps at Port Said, forming the
AMediterranean entrance of the Suez Canal. The ma-
terial which is being employed for the purpose is
also the same, and is composed of a conglomerate of
small stones and cement in the form of large cubes.
The Prince of Wales, when on his visit to India some
five or six years since, laid the foundation stone of
this structure, but though it is so much needed it
seemed to us to grow very slowly. No more unpro-
tected spot could be found on the surf-beaten shore
of the Coromandel coast, so completely is it e\poced
to the fury of the northeast monsoons. It is singu-
lar that it was ever selected for a commercial port,
being inaceessible to sailing vessels from October to
January, and vyet it was the first capifal of the
British posse essions in Indin. Such a swrf is nearly
always to be found on the shore that nothing but the
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peculiar boats of the natives can pass it, and in foul
weather it is in vain for even them to attempt it.
Nevertheless along this inhospitable shore, for a dis-
tance of several miles, there extends a thriving,
finely laid out city, with a population of nearly half a
million.

Madras is spread out over a very large territory,
with broad open fields and squares, some designed
for drill grounds, some for games of ball, some purely
as ornamental, with choice trees and shrubs. An
abundant and handsome growth of trees all about
the city, lining the thoronghfares and beautifying the
_open squares, testifies to the judicious attention given
by the authorities to this species of ornamental and
grateful shade, necessary in so warm a climate. We
remember especially a fine and quite remarkable ave-
nue of banyan-trees on what is called the Mowbray
Avenue. The wide strects are admirably kept, being
carefully macadamized, over which carriage wheels
glide with noiseless motion. This description ap-
plies, however, only to the European portion of the
town, with its fine public buildings, consisting of
many literary and scientific institntions, as well as
educational and charitable ones. The native portion
of Madras is contracted, mean, and dirty in the ex-
treme, the common people showing a degree of in-
digence and indifference to decency which is abso-
lutely appalling to witness in so large a community,
but it was quite in accordance with what we had ob-
served farther south. The elaborate English fort is
one of the strongest and best constructed fortifica-
tions in the East, forming a most prominent feature
of the city, and crowning a moderate rise of ground
contiguous to the shore with its ‘attractive surround-
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ings, white walls, graceful though war-lile buildings,
flower plats, and green, sloping banks. Fort George -
W&S.the original name of Madras. The noble light-"
house is within the grounds, — a lofty structure con-
siderably over a hundred feet in height, and visible '
nearly twenty miles at sea. Near this spot, along .
the coast to the northward, are the rock-cut temples
of Mababalihuram, rendered familiar by Southey
charming poetry. i
At night we were lulled to sleep by the hoarse,
sullen roar of the rvestless waters. By day it was.’
curious to watch the long surf-washed beach, directly -
in front of our hotel, and to see the fishermen strug-
gle with the waves in their frail, but well adapted
native -boats, called catamarans. These are con-
structed of three pieces of timber, ten or twelve feet
long, tied securely together with cocoanut fibre ; the
middle one being longe1 than the others, and curved
upwards at each end. Two men generally go to-
gether, and force them through the water with short
paddles used alternately on either side. We saw
them repeatedly washed off by the surf; but as they
are naked and good swimmers, they either reach the
boat again, or, if driven away from it by the sea and
undertoy, regain the shore. Sometimes only one is
washed off, but not unfrequently both are compelled
- to swim back to the shore where the frail boat itself.
is soon after thrown high upon the beach by the
power of the waves. We were told that it was a
© very rare cireumstance for one of these Madras boat-
men to Jose hi: Tty (hm\ ning, as Lhov become such
expert swiny' " s
A peculit ) u:o(] b~ ' A,xyh:u'ves
~and the &) ot - dise
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tance off shore, landing passengers or taking them
from the shore to the ship. Even where these boats
e used, partially protected by the half-completed
breakwater, no commen boat would answer the pur-
pose, or would stand the strain. The swf runs high
even lere, though not so fiercely as on the open
beach. The Madras boat is large and light, con-
structed of thin planks sewed together with hide
thdngs, and caulked with cocoanut fibre. No nails
enter into its construction, nor would answer the
purpose, which the yielding thongs only ave fitted for.
Each of these boats is propelled by at least eight
rowers, who use an oar shaped like a spoon, being a
strong elastic pole with a flat, rounded end, securely
lashed to it by hide thongs. The men pull regularly
until they get into the surf, and then they work like
mad, and the light boat is landed Ligh and dry on the
shelving sands.

Along the shore of the business section, the broad
street is lined with lofty commercial warehouses,
custom house, hongs and godowns, and we observed
considerable building in progress just at this point.
The submerged breakwater should be brought up to
its proper height before anything clse i3 aftempted
in or ncar the bay. Anchorage is very precarions,
large steamers being compelled to keep up steam to
ease any strain which may come upon their land
tackle. One large iron vessel lay a wreck upon the
beach, and was sold at auction, to be bioken up,
while we were there. She was loaded with coal for
the depat of the P and Q. line.

In diiving and strolling about the city we noted
many local pictures. Groups of professional dancing
girls are to be seen in all of the cities of India, gen-

f
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" erally attached to some temple, as no religious cere-
mony or gala day is considered . complete- without
. them ; and indeed the same may be said of ‘any large
private -entertainment, as guests never.dance in.the
East, preferring to hire such work done for them.
These dancers are accompanied by a musical instru-
ment very much like a guitar, and sometimes by tam--
bourines and fifes. Many of the girls are -delicate
and graceful both in form and manner. Those who-
adopt the calling consecrate themselves to it by some
religious ceremony, and ever after are connected with
the temples. They preserve decency and propriety
in their public performances, which is curious to wit- /
ness; their ankles being covered with silver bells and °
their wrists and arms smnlally decked: * Their effort
appears to be that the bells should be so agitated as .
to ring in harmony with the instruments; but the
fact is there is no harmony about either. These girls
depend more in their performance upon pantomime,
expression of features, pose of body, and graceful
posturings, than upon any great esertion of muscle. .
In their peculiar performance there is no exposure
of the person, as in the Parisian style of dancing,
only half clad as they are. These Indian girls en-
deavor to tell a story by their dance: to express love,
hope, tenderness, jealousy, and other passions, all of
which are so well portrayed, as a rule, that one can
easily follow their pantomime. When idle, they
sometimes perform as itinerants in the streets and
squares, as was the ease when we chanced to sce a
small group at Madras. Positive information regard-
ing them is not to be obtained, but enough was heard
to satisfy us that they constitute a puestly harem. -
After passing a very pleasant week in Madras, we
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sailed at daylight, on the 11th of January, in the
P. and O. steamship Teheran, for Caleutta, through
the Bay of Bengal, a five days’ voyage. Soon after
leaving the roadstead of Madras there was pointed
out to us on the port bow the low lying coast of
Orissa, India, where the famine of 1866 carvied off
one mullion of souls. As we drew northward a ‘de-
cided difference in the temperature was realized, and
was most agreeable; the thermometer showing 70°
at Calentta, in place of 90° at Madras, so that por-
tions of clothing, discarded when we landed at Cey-
lon, were now resumed. Since entering these south-
ern waters we had remarked the entite absence of
sea-guils, so ever-present on the Atlantic and North
Pacific; but the abundance of Mother Carey’s Chick-
ens, ns the little petrel is called, made up for the
absence of the larger birds. It is swallow-like in
both its appearance and manner of flight, and thongh
web-footed is rarely seen to Light on the water. It
flies very close to the smface qf the sea, frequently
dipping for food ; but never quite losing its power of
wing, or at least so it appeared to us. Sailors, who
are & proverbially superstitious race, seriously object
to passengers at sea who attempt to catch the petrel
with liooks baited with food and floated on the water,
or by any other means, contending that ill-Juck will
follow their capture.

The ocean currents along the coast of Coromandel
are marked and curious, requiring special care in nav-
igation. Unless observations can be had by aid of
tho sun at noon-da¥, no ship is surc of her position ;
dead reckoning will not answer here. We were re-
minded in these waters of other currents: the Gulf
Stream, for instance, on our own shore, finds its rise
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in the tropies, say m the Caribbean Sea and Gulf of -
Mexico, moves northeast along. the American coast, -
© gets a cant on the banks of Newfoundland, and after
crossing the Atlantie, spends its force on the shores
of Western Europe. The J: apan Current, as it is
called by seamen, originates in the Indian Ocean,
moves northward 'Llong the eastern shore of Asia, and
is divided by the Aleutian Islands and the Alaska
Peninsula, one branch going to the Arctic Ocean, and
the other along the west coast of America into the
South Pacific. These details become very interesting
to the traveler when passing long weeks upon the
ocean, observing how the vessel in which- he sails is
either favored or retarded by these known forces.

Our course was due north until we ancliored at the
mouth of the Hoogly River to await a favorable tide,
finally arriving at Calcutta on the evening of the 15th
of January. The intricate navigation of the Hoogly,
with its treacherous sands and ever-shifting shoals, is
conducted by a pilot system especially organized by
government, and is composed exclusively of English-
men. No vessel can hope to ascend the river safcly
without bemg in charge of one of these pilots. We
saw a large iron ste'unshlp, which was a quarter of a
mile ahead of the Teheran, in her attempt to make
the mouth of the Hoogly, caught by an adverse cur-
rent, through what seemed to be a very trifling mis-
calenlation, and she was cast aground as quickly as
though blown on a lee shore bv a tornado. Wo
p'lSsed her as we went in, with both her anchors out,
adopting various nautical expedients to get afloat,
As the accident occuired on a rising tide, we have
“no doubt that she ﬁnally got free ﬁom her danger-
ous position.
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Calcutta is the political capital of India, but sinee
the opening of the Suez Canal, Bombay rivals it in
all commereial respeets. It was rather swmprising to
find so poor a hotel ns the “ Great Eastern™ proved
to be. Itis caleulated to receive within its walls at
least one hundred to one hundied and fifty guests,
and yet does not present the ordinary domestic com-
forts to be found in an American country tavern. A
good hotel is a prime necessity to any city, and is of
more importance to the interests of the inhabitants
at large, and to its trades-people especially, than is
generally realized, We were told by our banker and
others that the complaint in this matter was so gen-
eral that & company was forming to give to the city a
fivst-class hotel on the American system, a consum-
mation devoutly to be wished. At present tourists
visiting Calcutta would be prompted, as we were, to
abbreviate their stay in the city, solely for want of
a good temporary home.

Calentta is a very interesting city, very Indian,
notwithstanding so many Europeans live bere and it
has so long been under English rule ; but it is by no
means entitled to the name so often given to it, the
“City of Palaces™ It is quite modern, hatving no
remains of antiquity in or about it, and in 1686 was
but o mud village, As seen from the Hoogly when
one first lands, it Las a strong array of fine public
buildings; but a passage of a few rods, diverging
from the main thoronghfare, brings the visitor upon
the dirty streets, the mean and nartow houses, and
general filth of the native population. The eity is
strongly individualized, and it may be rea Y
of all the eapitals thus far visited no «
strongly resemble each other, All
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in the troplcs, say in the Caribbean. SE‘L and Gulf of ’
- Mexico, moves northeast along the American coast,
gets a cant on the banks of Newfoundland, and after
crossing the Atlantic, spends its force on the shores
of - Western Europe. The Japan Cuwrrent, as it is
called by seamen, originatés in the Indian Ocean,
“moves northward along the eastern shore of Asia, and
is divided by the Aleutian Islands and the Alaska
Peninsula, one branch going to the Arctic Ocean, and
the other along the west coast of America into the
South Pacific. These details become very interesting
to the traveler when passing long weeks upon the
ocean, observing how the vessel in which he.sails is
either favored or retarded by these known forces.
Our course was due north until we ancliored at the
‘mouth of the Hoogly River to await a favorable tide,
finally arriving at Calcutta on the evening of the 15th
of January. The intricate navigation of the Hoogly,
with its treacherous sands and ever-shifting shoals, is
conducted by a pilot system especially organized by
government, and is composed exclusively of English-
men. No vessel can hope to ascend the river safely
without being in charge of one of these pilots. We
saw a large iron steamship, which was a quarter of a
mile ahead of the Teleran, in her attempt to make
the mouth of the Hoogly, canght by an adverse cur-
rent, through what seemed to be a very trifling mis-
calculation, and she was cast aground as quickly as
though blown on a lee shore by a tornado.- We
passed her as we went in, with both her anchors out,
adopting various nautical e\pedlents to get afloat,”
As the accident occarréed on a rising tide, we have
no doubt that she finally got free from her danger-

ous position.
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they represent. But we were most entertained and
longest occupied in Caleutta by the native bazars,
which, as usual, gave one a special insight into the
character of the people, their tastes and oceupations.
An hour was passed of guite an ympressive character
at a large building inclosing o high-walled area on
the banks of the river, known as the Burning Ghat,
where the ceremony of cremating the dead is going
on at all hours of the day and night. Seven corpses
were brought in and placed upon the pyres, built
up of unsawed cord wood in cob style, raised to the
height of four feet, the fire being applied to a small
handful of specially combustible material at the bot-
tom. The whole was so prepared as to ignite rap-
idly, and in a very few moments after the torch was
applied to it, the pile was wreathed in the devouring
clement. The atmosphere was 1pregnated with of-
fensive odors, and one was fain to get on the wind-
ward side of the smoking mass. The Ghat was open
to the sky, so that the ventilation was all that conld
be obtained. The bodies thus treated are eutirely
consumed in about three hours, during which the wood
requites partial renewal, and all palpable signs having
disappeared the ashes are solemnly east into the sa-
cied river close at hand, the Hoogly being one of the
outlets of the Ganges, When first brought to the
Ghat, a very simplo and brief ceremouy is held over
each body, and then n.member of the family of -
mourners which attend the burning applies the toich
to the pyre. The custom is that this service should
be performed by the oldest son of the deceased, if
theie be such a representative,  The first time wo
witnessed such a seene was ut the Calentta Ghat, but
our after experience, as to the disposal of tho dead,
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-of the river, will well pay the traveler for a visit.
The old king has a reputation of being a little out of -
- his ‘head, or, as the Scotch say, has.a bee in his bon-
net; ‘at any rate, he'is very queer, very fat, and very
independent, with his allowance of half a million dol-
lars per annum from the English government who de-
throned him, at which time he was Kiﬁg of Oude, one
of the richest provinces of India, Lucknow being the
capital. He is said to be still a rebel at heart, and
Was a strong supporter of the mutiny. He is really
a sort of state’s pusoner in his own palace.at Garden
Reach, as the place is called, where he has a whole
menagerie of animals, and is especially fond of tigers,
~of which he keeps over twenty in stout cages.. He
has also a large and remarkable collection of snalkes,
all Indian, and “ millions ” of pigeons. He pays fab-
-ulous prices for any bird or animal to which he tules
_a fancy, and is, of course, duly victimized by cunning
dealers. He is a fanatic in religious observances, and
confines himself within the palace walls, from one
year’s end to another, with his tigers, snakes, pigeons,
priests, and women. He permits tourists to visit his
" _grounds, but will himself see no one. It would not-
seem that he owes any affection to the English, who,
under some specious pretense, seized his private prop-
erty, including his valuable jewels, and sold them
for the benefit of Queen Victoria’s treasury.  As was
said -by the British press at the time, the English
had no more right to those precious stones and pri-
vate property tlmn they had to the crown diamonds
of Russia.

The government fortifications here will interest
travelers, as they are rvemarkable for completeness,
and- presenting' the advanced ideas in the line which
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tion.  Ships lying off the city often part their cables,
and are driven on shore; while many small craft,
along the eighty miles of 1iver course, aiec not unfre-
quently desttoyed altogether.

Tuking the cars of the Eastern Bengal Railway,
we stated for Darjeeling, in the extreme notth of
India, a distence of about four lundred miles from
Calentta. At Damookdea the Ganges was erossed,
and the journey resumed by the North Bengal State
Railway. At Siligari the Nairow Gauge Ilimalayan
Railway was taken, by wineh to ascend the moun-
tains, and a wonderful piece of engineering it was
found to be, doubling upon itself frequently iu & dis-
tance of two hundied feet; in ome place the train
passing over a bridge which it had passed under a
few minutes before. The railroad running up Mount
Washington, in New Hampshite, though more pre-
cipitous, is less remarkable. The wild, extensive
scenery on the route was o constant reminder of the
Sierra. Nevada mountains, through which we had
passed by moonlight, in far-off America. As we
progressed upwaids, flocks of Tibet goats began to
appear, and a hardier race of men and women than
those we had left below on the plains of Hindostan.
The road was being much improved, and laborers
were busy all day along the route, consisting of men
and women and young girls, all petforming the snme
style of labor, with shovel and pick, each carrying
a small basket of earth and stone on his or her back:

Among these laborers three distinet nationalities
were obsersable, marked by dress, physiognomy, and
figure.  They were people from Tibet, Nepal, and
Cashmere, which border on this part of northern
India, and are separated from it by the Himalayan

1
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childrven, even if born in India, ave unable to strug- "

. gle successfully against the enervating effects of its
climate, and this applies not alone. to Caleutta, bus

to all-parts of the comntry. Until their sixth yedr,
children apparently retain their health and the‘r‘uddy’
. color of the race, but, soon after that age, they grow
~ pale and wan, the listlessness of a premature decay
setting in, or some mysterious blight steals over: them.
Thus, without the symptoms of any fixed. disease,
they droop and pine, like exotic plants. Nothing but -
. a.return to England, the home of their race, will re- -

_store them. The utmost care is of no avail. Even
'removing them to higher table-lands in the hill coun-
try has no saving effect. An English gentleman and’
his wife, who had long resided at Lahore, told us the
same ; they being also separated from their children,.
-who had been born in India, but necessarily sent
home to England to restore their fading health. This -
singular peculiarity is so well known, that its fatal
results are now promptly guarded against by the- one
and only resort, — of parents and children submitting
to separation.

The city is said to contain a million of inhabitants, -
but this seemed an excessive computation. The frail
character of the native houses, in the section of Cal-
cutta occupied by Indians, may be judged of by the

" fact that the cyclone, which visited the place the year
after that of the famine at Orissa, destroyed over
thirty thousand of their houses; and, three years
later, in 1870, another -cyvclone was equally destruc-
tive among these dwellings. The IHoogly River is
visited, during the monsoons, about the lust of April,
by a tidal wave, which dashes up from the sea at a
speed of twenty miles an Lour, causing much destruc-
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- “yobe in- which the péaks and sides were clad. " Thé
‘ top of Kinchinjunga, the loftiest of them all, tower-

- ing three thousand feet above .its fellows, as it ra-

, dmted the glory ‘of the sunset, made one, hesﬂnte
" whether it was indeed a mountain top or a ﬁeecy
clond far up in the sky. As we watched with quick-
‘enéd pulse, the sunset glow, like a lin gering lkiss, hung

. over the grand, white-turbaned peaks for a moment

as though unwilling to say good night, and then it sud-
denly vanished. The cool, dewy shadows gathered
“on the brow of Kinchinjunga like parting tears, and
night closed swiftly over the deep intervening valley,
shutting out the loveliness of the vision, but leaving
its impress glowingly fixed upon the memory forever.
The Himalayas — meaning in Sanskrit the Halls
of Snow — form the northern boundary of India, and
shut out the country from the rest of Asia. Tibet,
which lies just over the range from whence e
- viewed it and the wild regjon bebween, is virtually
impassable for travel ; and yet bold parties of traders
from time to time, wrapped in sheep-skins, force their
way over the passes at an elevation of eighteen thou-
sand feet. It is a hazardous thing to do, and the
bones of worn-out mules mark the frozen way, telling
of suffering and abandonment. The little Yak cow,
whose bushy tail is manufactured into lace, has been
found to be the best and most enduring animal to
" depend upon when such journeys are made. She will
patiently toil up the steep gorges with a heavy load
on her back, and will drop in her very tracks before
she shows any stubbornness or want of courage.
Sheep are also used at times to carry bags of bom\‘
. to market near the plains, where fhey ave shorn of
- their fleece, and return-to the mountains laden with
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glt. The cabminating point of the range, and the
highest peak in the orld, is Mount Everest, 2 little
mote than twenty-nine thousand feet above the lovel
of the sea; but ib is Tarely visible from Darjeeling.
n an unsuccessful attempt to ascend Kinchinjunga

 pot long since, an English physician very nearly lost
his life, and was obliged to submit to the partial am-
putation of s feet. He il resides in the neighe
borhood in government employment.

The supset view, already spoken of, had Tully re-
paid as for the fonr hundred miles Jjourney due narth,
On the following morning we rose betimes fo see the
meeting between the god of day &nd those white
robed sentinels of fime. We herdly dared to hope
for a clear stmospbere. Oxly the sinrs, perheps o
Tittle weary with migbt-waiding, were =isille now,
A fine smorise 4o follow mp benwiTu) 2 suneer vouid
te elmest to good forbeme. The Zir wos dlinrp enll
g:e:; <t we czred gt for dhe wonld, mow ot

“S-Pm‘a 25 v2vere hebvesn seven mofl digles
ic'?;}i?a;ffm fhe Jevdl of Jhe ylains, Omr

Hepatiozs were selfidemmly exhilarating to Teep us

warts. Firet came 1 delinae gror Singe 3o the Jea

£y awile muming ssemed 1o z’m:‘v:‘"T x iy
its slamber, 203 grinllya £iidl ;:;: ;:—2:2 "::
r:{ the extt, 23 1ke mars :;ra-r va!;:;:i mﬂ;&ﬂ cr::
Jeetsabout us beeare more d':*" o pon O
the white o v e

rt presently
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the veil of nizht was ¢l

paks eame into view cze frer gmml
o Temy

efﬁng:l;ébed the Jast of these Pik
Le $oft amber light touehed\‘ e tro
sy 1t 4o hlgy
from sleep,
salotation
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ﬁ:(, sight of one beloved.  Afper th &
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poured theu depth of saffron hues all over the range,
-which now blushed and glowéd like mountains of
opals; flashing and burning in the glad, glorious sun- -
light. Dazzling to look upon, it grew yet stronger
~every moment, untll the mountains and valleys were
- flooded in an atmosphere of azure and gold, and every
outline was filled in by the clear, fresh light of the
dawn, completing for us an experience never to be
forgotten, the loveliness of which neither tongue nor
pen can adequately express.

Tt was not without an effort that one could descend
from such elevating and inspiring delights to -more
-material things, but over the coffee local matters of |
. interest were discussed with our host. It appears

. that Darjeeling is becoming the centre of a great tea--
producmg district, and that India bids fair to rival -
China in a product which has seemed, from time im-
memorial, to belong to the latter country exclusively.
English capltahsts are buying up the land wholesale;
and their agents, employing skilled Jabor, bave al-
ready extensive tea plantations in full process of
profitable yielding, and sending tea annually to mar-
ket. At first it seemed strange to us to see the tea-
plant flourishing at such altitudes, covering large

reaches of the mountain sides; but the fuct came to .

mind that the latitude of Darjeeling is about that of
Tlorida and the West Indies, which solved the appar-
ent incongruity. As to the product of these tea-fields,
one could realize no difference in its flavor from that
of the Chinese leaf. We were told that it brought a
higher price in the European markets, being known
as Assam tea. Ciuchona was also being raised in |
the district to a considerable extent, and it was be-
lieved was specially adapted to the locality. '
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We ascended o high hill overlooking the valley
and town of Darjeeling, and found wpon its crest a
sacred stone, where Buddhists had lately saciificed
some object which left the stains of blood, and where
incense liad recently been burned. It was in a ptim-
itive temple constructed of stones and stunted trees,
sarronnded by growing bushes. The neighboring
branches of the trces were decked here and there
with bits of red and blue cloth, which the guide ex-
plained as being Buddhist prayers, On some bits of
paper adhering to the stones there were written char-
acters which we conld not understand, but which
doubtless were invocations addressed to a superior
power. TFrom this elevation we enjoyed extensive
and still different views of the Himalayas, and their
diadems of frosted silver flaked with gold, while close
at hund were seen the hundieds of thnfty tea planta-
tions decking the sloping Iull-sides. There are no
roads at these extreme heights; 1t is all chmbing to
reach them, and the path so narrow that visitois ad-
vance only in single file.

Darjeeling is what is called in India a sanitarium;
that is, a resort for Europeans from the plains during
that portion of the ycar when it is too liot to reside
in the cities. There is a fixed population of over
three thousand., The viceroy’s summer quarters are
clegant and spacious, and thero ave churches, schools,
and o club-room, with lospitals and barracks for
army invalids. We saw groups of natives from tho

- neighboring countries, lingering about the depot,

quite willing to trade, and offering us their pray-
ing machines for filthy lacre. Some of these ma-
chines were of finely wrought silver and were expen-
sive. In the centre-of the town there is an open
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spflce devoted -daily: to an out-door b'xz'n‘ where the
-itinerant traders spread a mat upon the ground and
_cover it with the’ articles which they wxsh to dispose
of, seating ‘themselves cross-legged oun the ground by
~ the side of their wares. IHere we saw displayed cop- -
per coins from the neighboring countries, sweetmeats,
fruit, beans, rice, betel nuts candlea, baskets, and toys,
‘besides heaps of various grains. Near the hotel there
was an insignificant temple, at the entrance of which
~ a2 hideous old woman was turning a big cylinder with
" a crank ; a church praying machine. She seemed to
have taken a contract to pray for the whole district,
“she woriked so vmomusly
- Some of the people in and about the neighborhood
are of singular interest. One tribe was pointed out as
belonging to the Sikkim race, known as Lepchas, who
‘believe in spirits good and bad, but celebrate no re-
ligious rites. There were specimens of the Limboos,
who are Buddhists, and whose out-door temple on the
hill-top we had chanced upon. Again there were peo-
*ple known as Moormis, of large stature and originally
from Tibet. The Nepal and Cashmere people were
small in size, compared to Furopeans, but of hardy
frames and stout limbs. These latter are very indus-
trious and thrifty. There was some building of stone
houses going on at Darjeeling, and some road makiig
in the town; and it was observed that all carrying of
_ stone, mortar, or other material, was performed by
Cashmere or Nepal girls and women, who carry bas-
kets of stone on their backs heavy enongh to stagger
~an average Amervican laborer. DBut these women,
under such harsh usage, must become prematurely
old.
After considerable InH dlmbmg dnd explor: ation of



THL FLORA OF THE MOUNTAINS. 185

the vicinity we started on ofr return to Caleutta, and
having become acquainted with the grandeur of the
scenery as a whole, were better prepared for closer
obsetvation in detail. 1t was all the way down Inll
now, and our spitited little engine, like a horse under
similar circumstances, had more use for the breeching
than the traces. owever, the speed was a very
lively one, and to the uninitiated appeared almost
reckless. The pure white maguolia was found to be
abundant on the mountain, blooming profusely at
over seven thousand feet above the plains. Amid
many other flowering trees, unknown to us, the mag-
nolia was most prominent. The wild and abundant
growth of the rhododendrons, which heie become a
forest tree, mingled with a handsome species of cedar,
which 10se in dark and stately groups, was a marked
feature of the woods. The geneial luxuriance of
the vegetation was conspicuous, thickly clothing the
bianches of the trees with mosses, ferns, and flowering
creepers or orchids. Here we saw for the first time
the cotton-tree, with red blossom, and which yields
a coarse material for native use. A species of lotus
" was seen, called here  The Queen of the Forest.” It
belongs to the magnolia family, and the leaves are
used by the common people in place of tea. Many
bright and exquisitely delicate ferns sprang up among
the undergrowth and about the watering stations.
Brilliant little butterflies floated in the sunshine
everywhere, and contrasted with the repulsive whip-
snalies hanging here and theve from the branches of
the trees.  Vegetable and animal life scemed singu-
larly abundant in these hills, so far above the plains
of Hindostan towards which we were hastening.
The language of the masses is rather mixed, being
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composed of Bengali, Hindi, and Nepalese, though
English is almost universally understood, even by
the humbler classes. We found a very comfortable
_hotel at Darjeeling, but discovered that the Hindoo
milkman knows the trick of judiciously watering his
merchandise. The fruits upon the table were ba-
nanas, pine-apples, guavas, and oranges. Wild ani-
mals arve abundant in the hills, including the much-
dreaded tiger, which does not confine his operations to
the pLuns. At one of the stations on the mountain
railroad, where we stopped for refreshnents, a story
of the most tragic character was told us of two chil-
dren carried off and eaten by tigers the previous
night. The demoralized condition of one of the poor
families bore witness to the truth of the report. We
listened to the very harrowing detail of the event,
but will not weary the reader with it. The half-
howl, half-bark of the jackals at night frequently’
-awoke us. They carry off young kids in these re-
gions, and do not hesitate to attack small dogs, but
keep a wholesome distance from human beings.

One day and night upon the route — there are no
sleeping-cars, so we did without them — brought us
back to Calcutta, extremely gratified with our ex-
cursion to the Himalayas, and more than ever im-
pressed with the distinctive character of each new
locality. There are no two rivers alike, no two
mountain ranges precisely similar, no two races of
people that quite resemble each other. There is al-
ways some marked distinetion to fix the new ex-
perience on the mind. Were this not the case, con-
fusion would be the natural result of ten months of
such varied travel as these notes are designed to-
record.
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CaLCUTTA i not a city caleulated to detain the
traveler more than four days, so we promptly got
our baggage together to start for the next objective
point, whiel was Denares, the holy ¢ity of the Hin-
doos, to reach which five hundred miles of central
India must be traversed by rail. The route, how-
ever, lay through an extremely intevesting region of
country, where, notwithstanding it was still Janu.
ary, everything was green, and both planting and
haivesting were in progress. The people appeared to
be wretchedly poor, living in the most primitive mud
cabing thatehed with straw. Such squalor and pov-
erty could be found nowhere else outside of Ireland,
and yet we were passing through a famous agrieul-
tural district, which ought to support thiifty farm-
houses and smiling villages. It abounded in rice,
wheat, sugar-cane, and vast poppy fields, — treach-
erously beautiful, — from which the opium of com-
merce is derived. The presence of such abundanee’
muade the coutrast in the condition of the peasautry
oll the more puzzling,
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This part of India has ever been noted for the.ex-
cellence and prolific yield of its sugar crops. From.
here, also, indigo and saltpetre are exported in large
quantities. No tea-gardens were seen,—— these were
left behind in the hills, — nor had we met with coffee
plantations since leaving Ceylon. All along the route
we saw fruit trees in considerable variety, of such as
are indigenous to central India; among these were
recognized the lofty and handsome tamarinds, al-
monds, mahgoes, oranges, and limes, interspersed
with which was the graceful palm, laden with cocoa-
nuts, and other products of the palm family. Tem-
ples centuries in age and in utter ruin came into
view now and again, as they had done in the south,
between Tuticorin and Madras, and - here, as there,
they were frequently adjacent to a cluster of low mud
hovels. Ifrom the branches of the trees flitted birds °
‘of such fantastic shapes and plumage as to cause ex-
clamations of surprise. Occasional specimens of the
" Dbird of paradise were seen, with its long and grace-
ful tail-feathers glistening in the sun, presenting an
array of bright colors never secen in confinement.
The tall flamingos, in their bridal plumage, just
touched with scarlet on either wing, like soldiers’
epaulets, floated along the shores of the numerous
ponds, scarcely clearing the ground, or they stood
lazily by the bank upon one awkward leg. Parrots
glanced across the vision in the bright noontide, in
carnival costume ; and bufl-colored doves, with white
rings about their necks, coquetted lovingly in cou-
ples. Of song birds theve were but few, though the
clear notes of the little Indian thrush now and then-
fell pleasantly on the ear.

As we progressed on our way, we picked up here
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and there, at various stations, thirnd class passengers
in considerable numbers, consisting oftentimes of
whole families, in singular variety of diess, ** undress,”
and rags, bound for DBenares. They were packed
in the rude cars devoted to that class, like cattle,
and there they slept and ate upon the rough pine
boarding. The roads of Indin carry these devout
people at a most trifling charge, aggregating but
abont a half penny per mile, And yet we were told
that it paid the companies very well, besides making
good friends of the natives, who were originally op-
posed to the laying of railroad tracks; indeed, so bit-
ter and superstitious were they, that for a long time
it was necessary to guard the track by a mulitary
force, especially in these very districts of central
India. It was amusing to watch the expression upon
the countenances of some of these pilgrims, who stood
on the platform of the depot, watching the hissing
steam as it came from the engine. In their intense
ignorance and superstition they believe that it con-
tains a ¢ fire-devil,” and that it is bnibed to do the
required work of transportation by frequent drinks
of water at the various stations! It was difficult for
the more intelligent to suppress their prejudices
against the introduction of the railroad into India
when it was first begun; but the ignorant, supersti-
tious masses are still believers in the supernatural
character of the hion horse,  No amount of explana-
tion can disabuse their minds of the impression ; they
ouly shake their heads s but getting into the third
class compartments avail themselves of the facilities
all the same, even when bent, as they all are who
travel, upon some devont pilgrimage.
Benares, the first large city on " R
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and J unma, ‘may be called the 01t'1de1 of Hmdomsm,
containing about one hundred and fifty thousand
fixed inhabitants, and nearly as many more of floating
popula‘mon composed of pilgrims, constantly coming .
and going.. What Jerusalem is to the Jew, Rome

to the Latin, Mecca to the Mohammedan, Benares is

to the Hindoo. It is supposed by many to be the old-
est known habitation of man in the world. Twenty-
five centuries ago when Rome was unknown and
Athens was in its youth, Benares was already famous.
It "is supported by the influx of rich and poor pil-
glims from all parts of the country, svhose presence
gives its local trade an impetus, at certain seasons
.of great amount, and more or less at all times. The
city is situated on the left bank of the sacred Ganges,
to bathe in which insures to the devout Hindoo. for-
giveness of all sins,and an easy passport to the regions
of the blessed. In entering the ancient capital we
crossed the Ganges on a bridge of boats very similar
- to that at Cologne on the Rhine. As we drove
through the streets troops of pilgrims, pltmbh, to be--
hold foot;-sme and weary, were met coming from the
Punjab a thousand miles away, simply to bow down
before the local idols and to dip their bodies'in the
holy river. IFaith must be very vigorous in these
uneducated creatures to induce such sacrifice to ful-
fill its mquuements ; like superstition e]smvhue it is
ever strongest in the ignorant.

These px]grnns are not all beggars or in rags: Now
and then a gaudily dressed rajah may be seen, with
a long line of attendants, wending his steps towards
the river’s front. Infirm old men and litéle children,
crazy looking fakirs and comely youths, boys and
girls, people of all ages and both sexes, sere repre--
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- ‘meats, and was p‘tymg the penalﬁy flom which even
-sacred monkeys are not exempt. Anothe1 evidently
‘the mother of twins, ran about with one under each-
“arm, now and then stopping at convenient places to

-+ nurse them after a fashion ludicrously human.” Ad-

" joining the temiple is a'large water tank in which the -

monkeys are fond of bathing, then planks in the

- water aﬁordmg much amusement.
- It is difficult to realize the mental degradation of .

a people controlled by a frame of mind leading them

to ‘worship these creatures ; and it is equally 1ud1crous

to recall the fact, in this connection, that the Japa- )
nese eat them. The hollow trunk of a venerable tam-

" arind-tree was shown where all the baby monkeys are

. born. About the doors of this temple sat women’

_with baskets of yellow marigold blossoms, to sell to

native visitors for decorating purposes at the altur.

- Great use is made of this flower, which seems to be’

raised in large quantities for this object. Onece or

twice we saw these women sell a handful for a half-
penny ; but it must be a sorry trade whereby to earn

a living. Pigeons swarm in and about Benares enjoy- -

ing a superstitious veneration and protection; while

sacred bulls obstruct the passagcs, and the narrow,
nauseous, over-crowded streets, rendering them too
filthy for foot passage. Everything appears to be in

a state of chronic decay ; and as the city flourished

twelve hundred years before Christ, — indeed may be

‘said to have been ab the zenith of its glory at that

-period;—it is not smpusm(r that it should be in a

tumble-down condition in our chy This very dilap-

idation, however, renders the viver front one of the .

most plcturesque 51g11ts imaginable. . Deing a British

possession, | there is a Durépean quarter of thb town;
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quite modern in aspect, ornamented with large and
fine public structures, churches, post-office, and gov-
ernment buildings, besides some charming private res-
idences or bungalows. But the native portion, always
crowded with sacred animals, beggars, curs, and filth
of every sort, seemed a vety hot-bed for pestilence. In
most of the native huts the light of the sun ¢an never
penetrate, and compared to them underground dun-
geons would be desirable residences. Our loeal guide
told us there were over two thousand public temples
and shtines in Benares, and ke might have added in
every stage of dirt, decomposition, and ruin, The
siglts to be witnessed in them were most repulsive,
and yet there were some sincere votaries there. There
were rogues also, a fact proven by the circumstance
that the guide, native and 1esident here, had his
pocket picked before the altar while explaining mat-
ters to our party,

As a fine characteristic view of the city is to be
obtained from the river front, a boat was taken, with
half a dozen oarsmen, to pull along the ghats, or
flights of broad stene steps, descending to the river
fiom the shattered old palaces, prostrato temples, and
Lalf-sunken quays, which extend in a continuous line
for more than two miles along the Ganges. Here
hundreds, nay thonsauds of people of botl sexes and
of all conditions, are to be seen at any hour of the day
dipping and washing in the sacred waters; which
ceremony to them is tangible prayer. Ilere was a
small group gathered about a delicate invalid, who
lay upon o litter, Lionght to the spot that the might
Le bathed in these waters, which it was hoped wenhd
nuhe her whole, Iere still another collection sur-

vounded tLe fading and flickering lamp of lifo that
18
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low appeared like one dense mass of houses, recalling
the view of ‘Milan from the pinnacle of its famous
cathedral ; but the streets of Benares are so narrow
- that it is harvdly surprising to find them undistin-
guishable from so great a height. The palace of the
Maharajah: of Vizianagram was also visited, a well:
appointed and elegant residence, where were to be seen
some fine engravings upon .the walls, representing
American historical scenes, and especially an admira-
ble portrait of Washington. An ancient observatory
was of more than ordinary interest to us, erected by
a famous Hindoo patron of science, Rajah Manu,
Though now quite neglected and in partial ruins, a
sun-dial, a zodiac, meridian line, and astronomical ap- ‘
pliances are still distinctly traced upon heavy stones,
arranged for celestial observations. This proves that
" astronomy was well advanced at Benares hundreds of
years before Galileo was born, and it will be remem-
bered that the astronomers of India first settled the
fact of the rotation of the earth. The Man-Mundil,
as this observatory is called, forms a most important
historic link between the days of the PPharaohs and
the nineteenth century.

Here, as in many other Eastern cities, we found
men, women, and children lying down and sleeping
in the streets and on the roadways, wherever fatigne
overcame them, — all places were the same to ﬂmn, ‘

-ast numbers knowing no other home than the ground
-upon which they stood. And here, ns in Calentty,
we saw the bodies of the dead beiwr eremated in pub-
lic, i1l the open air, along {he river's s banl, the pyres
being prepared as nhmdv deseribed.  On one of the
bodies br ought to the funereal pile, covered with a
plain sheet, it was observed that flowers had been-
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strewn, and pale, white rose-buds were in the folded
hands. It was the bady of o foung girl, thus decked
by loving bahds for her bridal of death, o token of
affection and tenderness no one could fail to respect.
Five or six women followed, with downcast eyes, the
four men who bore the body upon a stretcher, the
sad and simple cortége of one who had doubtless been
well beloved, “too early fitted for a better state.”
Something held us riveted to the spot, though we
knew very well what must follow. After a few mo-
meuts the red, scorching flimes wound themselves
gluttonously about that youthful figuie, as though
teveling in their vietim, and quickly all was black-
ness and smouldering ashes.

Ta such extremes do the pilgrims who visit Rena.
res often carry their religious fanaticism, that it has
been found necessary by the English government to
organize a police system to prevent their deliberately
drowning themselves in the sacred waters, actuated
by a firm belief that their souls will be at once wafted
to paradise, Women are especially prone to the
erime of infantieide, imagining that they can do noth-
ing better for their female cluldren than to intrust
them to the bosom of the Ganges, which will Dear
them safely to the ocean of eternity. Poor crea-
tures! Irom their stand-point of poverty, with its
endless deprivations and hardships, and the hopeless
condition of their sex in the East, who can be sur-
prised at tho conclusion they adopt ?

Jackals are the night seavengers of Indian cities,
and no sooner have the inhabitants retired to rest
than their hideous half-bark, half-wailing notes jar
upon the ear. Lven in Caleutta, o large and popu-
lous city, one is not exempt from their howlings, but
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“what a voleano they were sleeping upon; and when
it burst and the lidden fire poured forth, what rivers
of blood were shed from the veins of the innocent
and helpless. vietims ! :

We refer to events on1y too well Lnown to the
world, and which do not require any rehearsal in these

- pages. A very complete system of barracks is estab-
- lished here by the English government, and the three
arms of the service are fully represented by well or-
ganized Europenn troops. The cantommuent extends
some five or six miles along the river, the whole as
level as a billiavd-table. The present masters-of the
country learned too bitter a lesson from the natives
to ever again trust them with any military power.

- Formerly the English army in India was composed of
as many, or more, native troops than of those purely
English, and they were drilled and taught in the use
of all arms. Now the native regiments which are
organized are scattered about the country and placed
on. outpost duty, or colonial service else“hele, but
only as infantry; they will not again be intrusted
with ar tillery. They are looked upon as performing
the police duty of the army rather than as constitut-
ing a regular portion of its active force. W ithout
actual figures to depend upon, we shounld say that the
English troops in India to-day must aggregate be-
tween forty and fifty thousand of all arms. When
we realize the awful cruelty and blood-thirstiness of
the natives in the rebellion of 1857, their dinbolieal
and deliberate murder of innocent women and chil-
dren, under the most revoliing eircumstances, we ean-
not look upon them as a people striking for liberly,
or worthy of it, but as a hase. degraded, ignorant, and
fanatical race, utterly unfit for self-government. In.
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this light English rale in India is according to the
eternal fitness of things.

One day was suflicient for us to sec and undeistand
the subjects of interest at Cawnpore, and we took
passagé by the East Indiun Railway for Delhi, a dis-
tance of less than three hundred miles, over a very

" level and 1ather monotonous streteh of country. "This
city, which is located on the Jumna, also played a
most important part in the great mutiny, the events
of which are too fiesh in the memory of the world to
require special mention ; but aside from these associ-
ations it Ias many and grand monuments to engage
the attention of the traveler, connecting the ages far
back of the Christian era with to-day, it having been
for centuries the proudest capital of the Mogul Em-
pite.  Within a circle of twenty miles about the
present city, one dynasty after another has established
its capital, ruled in splendor, and passed away. In-
stead of occupying the same site, each bas founded a
new city, leaving the old to erumble into dust, scat~
tering their débris over the plun, and telling of the
mutability of human temples. All this ground is now
abandoned to an army of foxes, jackals, and owls.
Could this archwenlogical soil be plowed up, and its
ancient monuments, palaces, tombs, and mosques ex-
humed, like the dwellings of Pompeii, what might
not be revealed of the hidden past?

One monument which was visited in the environs
has thus far defied the destructive fingers of time:
the Kntub Minar stood alone in the midst of ruins,
the loftiest single column in the woild, but of which
there is no satisfactory record. It is not inappropri-
ately considered one of the wonders of India, and who-
ever erected it achioved an architectural triumph of
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A fer for mal words of welcome pass, then at a sign

an attendant brings out from some mysterlous corner
- a few shawls. The cunning Hindoo is studying ; you
. Wlth his deep—set lustrous eyes. Not an-cxpression
of your face escapes him. He observes what pleases
you best, and whether you can appreciate qu'lht) as

~". well as looks. More shawls are ordered out- {rom

- their cases, perhaps of a better grade, while your cus-
tom is all the while being quietly but shrewdly an-
gled for, as a disciple of Izaak Walton would play
with his game. You are gradually led from oné
piece of goods to another; your guage as to price is
adroitly discovered ; and finally, with consummate
judgmeﬁt, a certain article, characterized by fineness,

“beauty, and quality, is placed before yon. The mo-

 ment your eyes rest upon it you are charmed. The.

_shrewd old merchant has mentally taken yowr meas-

_ ure for this myriad-threaded beauty, and you are cap-
tivated. The price is named. * Too much,” say you.
But you are told that this establishment is conducted
on the fixed-price principle; if cheaper goods are
desired, there are those first shown to you. Why.

struggle 7 You are literally canght, and may as well
swrrender. So this exquisite article from far-off

Cashmere is folded up and intrusted to the guide.
The gold is counted, and you reccive a salaam, as you -
depart, which might have been accorded to the Queen .
of Sheba.

In the broad main thoroughfare of  Delhi, —the
Chandni Chowlk, — one constantly meets ponderous
elephants, solemn and awkward camels, fine Arabian
horses, and the diminutive toy-like pony of Cashmere.
Daily marriage processions of the most fantastic de-
scription crowd the passage-way, with the anmmk
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just named, caparisoned in the most gaudy and harle-
quin style, accompanied by unskilled musicians, whose
qualifications evidently consist in being able to make
the greatest amount of noise upon a dram, fife, or horn,
which are the three instruments that are employed
on these occasions. Some of the white horses in
these processions are partially painted sky-blue, some
saffron-yellow. In the ranks are covered bullock
carts with peep-loles, in which ride the women of the
harem, Mingled with these are men bearing barners
with Ilindoo mottoes and ludicrous characters, half
Luman and half animal, painted thercon. This was
called a marriage procession, but upon inquiry it was
found to be only a betrothal of children too young to
marry, The boy, bridegroom in embryo, appeared
upon un elephant, and was dressed ke a circus-rider;
but the future bride, probably a httle girl of six or
eight years, did not appear. She remained at lome,
to be called upon by this motley crowd, when a brief
ceremony would take place, presents be exchanged,
and the farce would then be ended.

A visit to the palace of the late King of Delhi was
full of interest, exhibiting cvidences of elegance and
splendor almost beyond belief. Ilero are still to be
scen the remains of that famous Peacock Throne, the
marvel of the world when the Mogul dynasty was at
its zenith, —a throne of solid gold, six feet long and
four fect brond, surmounted by n gold eanopy sup-
ported by twelve pillars composed of the same pre-
cious metal. The back of the throne was so made as
to Tepresent n peacock with expanded tail, the natu-
ral colors of which wero exactly imitated with rubies,
sapphires, diamonds. and other precious stones, the ag-
gregated valuo of the whole being over thirty millions
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of ‘dollars. And this.was not an isolated case, an ex-

~ception, but only an exlmple of the lavish e,\pe11d1~

““{ures of the Mogul emperors. They used choice stones, -
" gems, gold, 'md silver, with precious marbles, in mo--
- saic work, as freely as modern rulers employ bricks

and mortar. Their revenues were practically unlim- -
ited, and their expenditures were of the same char-

" acter. The country was one of the richest in the

world, but the wealth was in the hands of the few,
and the poor were all the poorer in proportion, being
taxed to the extremest possible point, and compelled
to_give free labor to all such enterprises, as the rulv

‘ing power wight dictate.

The Gmnd Mosque at Delli is one of the best
preserved and most remarkable of her monuments.

‘Tt has three domes of noble proportions, a hundred

and fifty feet in height, surrounded by minarets, the
whole structure standing upon an elevated platform
accessible by broad marble steps. It is known as the’
Jumna Musjid, and is conceded to be the finest of
which Islamism can boast. owing its construction to
that graud builder of tombs, palaces, and mosques,
Sbhah-Jehan, — the creator of the Taj. that poem in
marble at Agra, the glory and pride of India. The
Jumma Musjid is built principally of red stone, but
is freely inlaid with white marble, and as a whole is
very impressive and Oriental in feeling.

The Hindoos claim for their country even a greafer .
antiquity than do the Chinese, but there is probably
nothing authentic relating to the early history of
this people prior to the time of Alex: ander the Great,
say four hundred vears before Christ.  OFf one thing -
we ave positive, that the reign of the Mognl emper-
ors exceeded in-splendov all that the world has ever
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seen outside of Hindostan. Indeed, it was their great
vrealth, so avishly displayed, which first challenged
European cupidity. We bave said the Delbi of to-day
is in its turn declining. It has never recovered from
the blow it received a century since, inflicted by Na-
dir Shali, who pillaged the city and carried away, in
gold and precious stones, treasures estimated at over
a hundred million sterling! Among his prizes on
that occasion was the famous Koh-i-noor diamond,
since % appropriated ” by the English; and which to-
day forms a part of Queen Vietoria’s crown jewels.
It will not do to analyze too closely by what means
this was brought about. What a romantic history
would the true story of that « Mountain of Light”
prove, could it be honestly written.

Nature does not exhibit the usual dividing lines
in this region as regards the scasons of the years.
Flowers are always in bloom in the open fields and
gardens, trees cver putting forth their leaves, and
perpetual youth is evinced by the entire vegetable
kingdom. No winter, spring, or autumn is known
to the Indian calendar, the year being divided only
into lot, rainy, and temperate seasons. Though it
was the last of January while we wero in Delbi, only
summer clothing was worn; outside garments were
not thought of, the thermometer ranging about 68°.
Such temperatare admits of a series of crops tri-annu-
ally, if the husbandman chiooses thus to time his plant-
ing and harvesting, — which processes indeed appear
to be going on all the year round.  The women were
scemingly of 1ather a coarser type than these we had
Lately met, and'were found working nuch in the fields,
as well as performing a large share of the out-door
labor. Thero is a new canal, with locks, ete., now
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as nose-uucrs, outdomg in glitter their sisters. of Pe-
,'nang , ’

. The few women to be met with in the stieets lnd
~ their bare feet thrust into the tiniest of pink kid
slippers, far too small for them, their 'xnkles covered
with broad gold rings, five or six deep, coming up to
‘the calf.. Their bare arms showed the wrists covered
with bracelets of gold and silver alternately, nemly
“to the elbow ;. and above the elbow was a broad gold
band. - Some of them were so covered with rings,
 bracelets, bangles, and necklaces as to amount to itin-
erant jewelry bazars. The etiquette of these women,.
some of whom were scarcely oub of their teens, ap-
peared to be, in the first place, to cover the face above
_the chin, except the eyes, and then to expose as much
of their bodies as could effectively bear jewelry, in-
- cluding necklaces of either imitation or real stones
"hanging down over the bosom. Add to the whole
a reckless disregard for natural delicacy, and you
have a Lahore belle of to-day as she appears on the
- street. We saw nowhere else in India sueh freedom
and publicity permitted to inmates of the harem.
Girls are frequently married here at twelve years, and
the number of wives a man may possess, in any part
of India, is only limited by his purse.

Elephants of greater size than the famous Jumbo,
and also camels, enter into common, every-day use
here as do donkeys and horses in European cities; bub
such horses as one sees at Lahore are generally very
fine creatures, of the true Arab breed, with faces al-
most human in intelligence. These animals ase at the -

same time high-spivited and gentle, with forms that
are the very ideal of equine grace and beauty, Round
bodies, arching necks, small heads 'md ]nnbs, large
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eves and nostrils, with foll mane znd tail. Lahore
isa place of more than uszal Interest to the fraveler,
as cxhibiting mach of tLe pecaliar and imner life of
India. We were particalerly aitrhcred by public
and, private Sower-gurdens, fruit orchards, and orna-
mental trees, disposed in soch an excellent manner
as to give the general effect of a finely and naturally-
wooded country; and yet we were told that bLefore
the English took possession and built up the Euro-
pean quarter, Labore was only a city surrounded by
sterile fields, and absolutely without a tree, orna-

. mental or otherwise, within its extended borders.
The orchards and gardens referred to are those of
LCuropean residests. Among the exoties we obasrvid
the Australian gum-tres and the Chinese tallow.tres,
large zod thrifty iz bah.drstanees.  Laliore was alo
the only place ia Indiz where we waw mulbereytene
orchards. Like Delli, the eity prosents many ovi-
dences of its former splendor, with ruing #till archi-
tecturally grend znd beaatifal, though rapidly smoul-
deripy to dust.

We beerd of ezollnt educational resnlte groving
out of wisdoneer ofurts at Lahore, and U §s yoally
in this direetion that the mmt good will b woonms
plished. A rezards yeligions eomverta, they are fuw
and far betzeen, and of very 1ibthe seonnnt when
appurently madeg bet in enltivating the fuu Hipenos
of the prepley 2 grnt and good winl §s being prre
formed cne sthinh ment eventuslly ahudon the fabeio
of Leathen mytholiyy 40 1 vury cottre, An il
trous piople satst cotns St the sandes of Snarier,
—from a priceteridden ras, VWhen thy findoo it
wpable of thinking ard reining fur b elf, Le vo
longer belisves jor ghe iiokadds of Vi fathoers, The

k)
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preachmg of this or that special faith is of little
avail, and to us seems to be the least of all mission-
ary work.: The true object -is- compused in the sin-
- gle effort of enhghtenment Education is the great
Christianizer for India. People of culture will. not
bow ‘down before graven images, nor worship bulls
and monkeys. ' '
Umnritsar, the sacred city of the Sikhs, our next
. stoppmg—place, is less than forty miles from Lahore, .
‘and is a walled city of nearly two hundred thousand
inhabitants, composed mostly of Sikhs, Hindoos, Mo-
hammedans, and Cashmiris. The principal attraction
of the city to strangers is the famous Golden Temple, -
so called because the cupola is covered with-a thin -
layer of the precious metul, having the same effect as
that of the dome of the Invalides at Paris, or that of
" the Boston State House. Five hundred pricsts are
attached to this temple, and are constantly perform-
ing ceremonies, which, to an uninitiated person, seem
'lxke utter nonsense, and want of purpose. By the
side of the temple is a very large tank covering three
-acres or more of glound supphed by newhbounfr'
'springs; and though it is constantly b'xthed in by
thousands of pl]gnms and has no visible outlet; was
still clear and sweet, which fact the natives attributo
‘to some miraculous intervention. This lake.is ealled
Amrita Saras, or the Fountain of Immortality, hence
the name of the city. There are other mosques and
public gardens of interest, and the traveler should not
forget to visit one or more of the shawl manufacto-
ries, where the famous Indian article is woven by
hand in a most primitive loom worked by two per-.
sons. Another speeialty is the manufacture of per-
forated ivory goods, which are brought to great per-
fection and are in quick demand for foreign markets.
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As we passed through an open square near the
Golden Temple a dry goods auction was in progress,
for the disposal of under-clothing, which seethed like
sending warming-pans to the West Indies, since no
native wears such articles. A Jew was the auctioneer,
and was evidently selling at very low prices to get
rid of the goods, for the poor people pirchased and
handed them about as curiosities. The scene oc-
curred on the high stone steps leading up to a temple,
and among the crowd a little girl of four or five years
was thrown down the steps, cutting a severe gash on
her forehead. With the usual dullness of ignorance,
a crowd gathered about the now insensible child,
frightened at tho sight of blood, while the mother
stood inert, where the child lay upon the ground, her
own aponized features and clasped hands forming a
picture of despair. No experienced traveler will bo
without sticking-plaster, and for us to pick up the
child, wash out the wound, draw the lips carefully
together and sccure them, binding up the bruised
head in o handkerchief, was the work of only a few
moments. We were amply compensated by the re-
viving smile of the little sufferer; but it was impos-
sible to prevent the grateful mother from lying prone
upon the ground and kissing our fect,

From Umritsar to Agra is four hundred and fifty
miles. One night and day of uninterrupted travel
brought us to its interesting borders, where we found
n large and well-conducted hotel —one of the best v 2
Lad chanced upon in the country. This journey avzs
through the plains of middle India, and affu-fed
some attractive and quite varied scenery, inciudivy
large sugar plantations in full stalls, thrilty twiugs

groves, tall palm-trees, orange-trves with thelr polden
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o frait, and far-reaching, graceful ﬁelds of wwnm‘
grain, mingled with thufty patches of the castor be'm‘
These objects were interspersed with groups of cattle
and goats tended by herdsmen, who often stood lean-
- ing ‘on long poles in picturesque attitudes, wrapped
about in flowing, sheet-like robes of white cotton, re-
lieved by a scarlet belt and yellow ‘turban. These -
 men and their surroundings formed just such figures
as a painter would delight to throw into a picture,
. tvith the animals feeding in the background. - Now
" and again a group of minarets, with a central dome,
would come into view on the horizon, breaking the
deep blue of the sky with their dark shadows; ora
ruined temple was seen close at band, charred and
‘crumbled by the wear of the elements for centuries. -
~ India abounds in these forsaken and half-decayed
shrines, once, no doubt, centres of busy life- and. re--
ligious ceremonials. - Tall cranes, pelicans, ibises, and
’other large water - birds rose occasionally from the
ponds, and fanned themselves slowly away.. On por-
tions of the road the telegraph wires, running paral-
lel with the track, were covered with tiny birds of
indigo-biue, decked with long slim tail-feathers. = As
we passed, they would rise in ciouds, circle about for
a moment, and again settle upon the wires where
they had been roosting. Little clusters of rice-birds,
* scarcely larger than butterflies, floated like colored
vapor over the fields, glistening in the warm sun-
light. Wild peacocks were scen feeding near the
rails, but not in populous distriets. In the early gray
. of the morning, more than once on the lonely plains,
a tall, gaunt wolf was obser ved coolly watching the
passing train, or loping swiftly away. Camels were
seen in long strings, with their louds protruding on
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either side, slowly moving over the country roads;
while an occasional elephant, with half a dozen peo-
plo upon its capacious back, served to vary the ever-
changing panorama.

Qur course was ncarly due south, so that we felt
an incressed rise in the temperature from hour to
liour. As before remarked, it was a surprise to see
how many of the poor people availed themselves of
the railroad. The third class cars were thronged
with them going to Benares, or some other holy place,
on religious pilgrimages; which, indeed, appears to
be the one absorbing idea of their lives. It was not
unusual to see two hundred of these pilgrims, com-
posed of both sexes and of all ages, enter the cars
from some small station. Though these people wear
the scantiest of clothing, yet they affect strong con-
trasts in colors, which will give picturesqueness even
torags. The third class cars of an Indian railroad are
little better than our cattle cars in Ameriea; and
these natives were hustled into them and locked up,
much after the style of loading live stock in Illinois.

Agra, which, like Delli, stands not on the Ganges,
but on its great tributary, the Jumna, is an impor-
tant city, fully as populous as Lahore; and though
its history is rather vague, still there are tangible evi-
dences carrying it back more than a thousand jears,
while some autlorities cliim for it a much greater
antiquity. Its modern listory is interwoven with
the great mutiny, and our local guide wearied us by
expatiating volubly upon the subject. To all who
come lither, tho first great object of interest will bo
the Taj Malial, or tomb of the wife of Emperor
Shah-Tehan, the most interesting building in India,
and perhaps tho most beantiful in the world. A tomb
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- fruit, and’far-reaching, graceful fields of waving
.- grain, mingled with thrifty patches of the castor bean.
These objects were interspersed with groups of cattle’
- and goats tended by herdsmen, who often stood lean-
-ing on'long poles in picturesque attitudes, wrapped
about in flowing, sheet-like robes of whité cotton, re-
lieved by a scarlet belt- and yellow turban. These
" ‘men and their surroundings formed just such figures
as a painter would delight to throw into a picture, -
tvith the animals feeding in the background. Now
and again a group of minarets, with a central dome,
~would come into view on the horizon, breaking the
deep blue of the sky with their dark shadows; ora

ruined temple was seen close at hand, charred and -
crumbled by the wear of the elements for centuries.
India abounds in these forsaken and half-decayed -
shrines, once, no doubt, centres of busy life and re--
ligious ceremonials. - Tall eranes, pelicans, ibises, and
other large water-birds rose occasionally from the
ponds, and fanned themselves slowly away. On por- .
tions of the road the telegraph wires, ranning paral-
lel with the track, were covered with tiny birds of
indigo-blue, decked with long slim tail-feathers. .As
-we passed, they would rise in clouds, circle about for
a moment, and again secttle upon the wires where
they had been roosting. Little clusters of rice-birds,
scarcely larger than butterflies, floated like colored
vapor over the fields, glistening in the warm sun-
light. Wild peacocks were scen feeding near the
rails, but not in populous districts. In the carly gray
of the morning, more than once on the lonely plains,
‘a tall, gaunt wolf was observed coolly watching the
passing train, or loping swiftly away. Camels were
seen in long strings, with their loads protruding on
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cither side, slowly moving over the country roads;
while an oceasional elephant, with half a dozen peo-
ple npon its capacious back, served to vary the ever-
changing panorama.

Our course was nearly due south, so that we felt
an increased rise in the temperature from hour to
Tour. As before remarked, it was a surprise to see
how many of the poor people availed themselves of
ihe railroad. The third class ears were thronged
with them going to Benares, or some other boly place,
on religious pilgrimages; which, indeed, appears to
be the one absorbing idea of their lives. It was not
unusnal fo see two hundred of these pilgrime, com-
posed of both sexes and of all ages, enter the cars
from some small station. Thongh thesz people wrezr
the scantiest of clothing, yet they afect strong eon-
trasts in colors, which will give pieturesqueness even
torags. The third elass cars of an Indizn reilrozd ave
little better than oor cattle eors in Ameriza; znd
these natives were hustled into them zod locked rp,
much after the style of loading live glock in Ilindis,

Agra, which, like Delli, stands not on the Gunzes,
but on its great tribriary, the Jumna, is gn impor-
tant city, fully as popalons 2s Lahore; znd thonh

its history is mther vazze, €4l thers 2re tansilie ‘:':
dences carrying it back mere than a thoneand veore.
while some anthorities ¢laim frr it 2 mud: grecter
antiquity, Its modern Rittors i imtermoren wih
the great mntiny, 2nd ovr log wrdde srearied ws by
expatiating volobly tpen the soljet. To 221 wio
come hither, the first great obient of Intern will e
the Taj Mahal or tomb f fle wifs of Euogurar
ShabJehan, the most Interesting building fo Jed,
and perhaps the 1ozt beeatifol fn L world, Ainchy
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in this country means a magnificent structure.of mat-

ble, with-'domes and minarets, the walls inlaid with
:plecmus stones, ‘and the whole surrounded by gar-
dens, fountains, and artificial lakes, covering from ten

to twenty acres. Cheap as labor is in Indm, the Taj

must have cost some fifteen millions of dollars, and

was seventeen years in building. The Mogul Em-
peror resolved ‘to erect the most superb. monument
ever reared to commemorate a woman’s name, and:
" he certainly succeeded, for in his effort Mohammedan
architecture reached its acme. The mausoleum.is
situated in a spacious garden, the equal of which can.
_hardly be found elsewhere, beautiful to the eye, and

delightful to the senses with fragrant flowers, exotic
and indigenous, of every hue, and in cndless vari-
ety, embracing acres of roses, “each cup a pulpit,

every leaf a book.” These are soltly shaded by
‘trees scarcely less beautiful than themselves. The
whole scene is reflected in lakes of clearest water,
from which scores of fountains throw wup pearly”
jets id the dazzling sunshine the livelong day and
_ through the still watches of the night. This grand
structure, with the ripeness of centuries uwpon i, is
no ruin; there is no neglect in or about the Taj and

its gardens, All is fresh, fragrant, and perfect as at

the hour when it was completed

"The edifice, which 1s of white marble, a m.ttcx Jal

1etmmng its snow-like purity for centuries in this

climate, is embellished with domes, colonnades, tow-

" ers, and all the pomp, finish, and lavishness of Eastern

architecture. It stands upon a stone platiorm of the

same material, from three to four hundred feet square,

to reach the surface of which one ascends abotib

twenty steps.  On the back of this platform runs a
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marble balustrade overlooking the Jumna. On each
corner of the terrace is a marble minaret about a
hundred and forty fect in height, of fine proportions,
like four sentinels placed theie to guard the mauso-
leum, which forms the centre of the platform. Two
mosques, built of red sandstone, stand Letween these
minarets, one on the east and one on the west side.
The height of the Taj from the base to the top of
the domo must be very nun'ly or quite three bundred
feet. The principal dome in itself is eighty feet high,
and of such exquisite form and barmony is the whole,
that it seems nlmost to float in the atmesphere.
Agate, sapphire, jasper, and other precious stones are
wronght into flowers, and inlaid upon the polished
matble, the work having employed the best artists for
years. In the centre of the edifice, beneath the glo-
rious dome, are two sarcophagi covering the resting-
place of the emperor and his wife, whose bodies are
in the vanlt below. How appropriate the inscription
at the threshold: “To the Memory of an Undying
Love.” On the surrounding grounds are the fragrant
blossoms of nature; within are flower- wreaths of
mosaic blooming in jasper, earnelian, and lapis-laznli,
fresh and bright as when they eame from the artist’s
hand centuries ago.  As we stood beneath the arched
roof of the eupola, beside the pure white tombs of
glistening marble, a verse from Longlellow’s “ Psalm
of Lifo” was repeated in a Jow tone of voice. In-
stantly there rolled through the dimlylighted vault
nbove a soft and solemn repetition, which sounded s
though voices were vepeating the psalm in the skies,

" with such music and pathos as o dim our cyes with
tears,  The delicate ccho Leneatl the dome of the
Taj, just abere where sleep the royal ashes, is one of
its most remarkable and thrilling mysturies. -
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.+, This supelb exposmon of fn'chltectuml perfectlon

- ‘was visited first in the glow of sunrise, again in the -
- golden haze of sunset, and once under the ﬁeL} blaze
of midday. It is only beneath an intensely blue
sky that one can realize the full and exquisite’ effect |
of pure white marble. Nothing finer or more ovely.
_in architectuve exists than this faultless ‘monument,
this ideal of Saracenic art, in all its rich harmony,

erected by an Indian emperor to the memory of his
favorite wife, Mumtaz Mahal, which signifies the -
« Chosen of the Palace.” The Taj leaves an wi-
dying impression of beauty on all beholders, and
certainly in this instance beauty outvalues utility.

" Shakespeare might well have written of sermons in
stones had he seen the Taj. The marble and red
sandstone came from Rajpootana, the diamonds and

jaspers from the Punjab, the carnelians and agates
from Tibet, the corals from Arabia, the sapphires and
other precious stones from Ceylon, and the genius
‘that combined them all came from Ideaven. Mad-
ame de Staél never saw this gem of India, and yet
she said that architecture was frozen music, Emer-.
son would have called it a blossoming in stone.

The Palace of Akbar is within the famous fort.of
Agm, a couple of miles from the Taj, the other side
of the Jumna, a structure of such magnitude as to
form almost a city within itself, measuting two -miles
around its walls. These walls, over fifty feet in
height, are of red sandstone, with towers at intervals,
and a deep moat. It is situated on the banks of the
river, with which its vaults have an undergronnd com-
munication. We were shown one dark fmd gloomy
cellar far below the level of the fort, known as the
exceution room, where the eriminals, condemned in
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the Judgment Hall above, received their punishment.
The hendsman’s block was still there, and certain
dark stains were pointed out to us by means of the
candle carried by the guide, which told their own
story. In the centre of this dreary vault was a well
whose water was level with the 1iver, into which it
opened some twenty fect from the surface, and into
which the decapitated bodies of the criminals were
cast and left to float away with the ebb and flow of
the Jumna's tide. The bed of the river showed that
at certain seasons it must be at least half a mile in
width, but it was a meagre stream when wo crossed
it that bright and sunny February day.

The voyal apartments within the palace are being
restored at present, and many skilled workmen were
busy upon the frescoes, inlud stone work, and deli-
cate marble ornamentations, wlile we were thete.
The Grotto of Glass, as the principal bath-room
designed for the use of the harem is eulled, was a
curious and luxurious marble room, with inviting
pure white marble tanks large enough to swim in,
and surrounded by tiny glass mirrors let into the
walls at such angles as to reflect a figure myriads of
times, quite distracting to look upon.  All depart-
ments of this remarkable royal residence are ex-
quisitely finished, showing no less of refined, artistic
taste, than of lavish expenditure. The courts, cham-
bers, boudoirs, fountains, pavilions, reception halls,
throne room, all are of marble and mosaie, »ith beau-
tiful inlaid work everywhere, Many of the floors
represented delicate vines nud Llooming flowers in
precious stones, like the modern Fiorentine mosaic
work one «ees in such perfection wronght upon tables
at the shops that line the Arno in Floence. The
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Jewel Chamber, and the suite of '11)'11'Lments for-
merly devoted to the use of the harem, were curiously
sereened by a lattice work of white marble, lace-like -
in effect, and a curiosity in-itself. Delicate carving
could hardly be carried to more minute finish in ala-
baster. The marble niches and pockets, -for hold-
ing the jewelry of the. fair occupants, were so.at-
‘ranged that none -but a delicate arm could reach the
treasures ; a man’s hand and wrist would be too large;.
‘while the stone pockets, being curved .at the bottom,
required the long sénsitive fingers of the owner’s hand |
to extract what they contained.
These apartments all overlooked, by means of ex-
quisite little marble balconies, the grand valley of
the Jumna, through which the river may be traced
for miles; while on the opposite shore there lies the’
. glorious Taj, with its snow-white domes and mina-
-rets- looming above the lovely setting of cypresses,
and the luxurious vegetation of its smrrounding gar-
dens. Within the fort is also the Pearl Mosque, the
rival of the little royal tewple of similar character
which we had seen at Delhi. The front.of this Moli
Musjed is supported by marble pillars, and is sur-
mounted by three beautiful marble domes, of such -
perfection and loveliness of outline as to be the puz
zle of modern architects, Just as our best sculptors are
nonplused before the Venus of Milo, and some other
examples of Greck art; they may imitate, but they
‘cannot hope to equal them. < Indeed,” said a well-.
known artist-to us in the gallery of the Louvre, in.
presence of this marvelous eveation, *the sculptor -
himself, were he living, could not repeat-his work. .
It was a ray of inspiration canght from Heaven.” =
So we thought- of the Moli Musjed. ]
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The Tomb of Akbar at Secundra was visited, n
few miles from Agia. It is situated, like most other
Mogul buildings of the same period, in a laige in-
closure laid ont as a beautiful garden, with fountains,
Iakes, statuary, tamarind-trees, oranges, lemons, among
the most fragrant flowers. It was a glorious day on
which we drove ont to Secundra, the air was musical
with the merry notes of the minos, in their dusky
red plumage, the little chirping bee-eaters, hoopoes,
and bluejays. Some little girls freely plucked the
abandant rose-buds, pinks, lemon verbenas, and ge-
1aniums, bringing them to us for pennies, instigated
by the gardeners, who looked on approvingly. This
magnificent tomb would be a soven days’ wonder in
itself, were it not so near that greater charm and
mariel of loveliness, the Taj. It was from this grand
architectural structure that the Koh-i-noor was taken.
The spacious grounds form one of the finest parks in
India, art baving seconded the kindly purpose of na-
ture in a favored spot whero vegetation is as various
as it is luxuriant and beautiful.

Qur hotel at Agra was one of the most comfortable
and American-like which can be found in India.
The scenc on the broad piazza, all day long, was cu-
rious and interesting, forming a sort of open bazar,
where evely establishment in the place had o rep-
resentative and samples -of its goods. All tomists
are presumed to have come to purchase, and im-
portunity is a part of the natives’ business. I'ho-
tographis, models of the Taj, precions stones, san-
dal-wood boxes, mosuics, and swords, the variety is
infinite, the patience of the dealers equally inexhiaus-
tible.  Nothing but abeolute force could drive them
away, and 1o one uses that.  If you utterly decline
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thlther lay through a very level country of grewt fer- -
tility, showing fine crops of cereals, with frequent
and vivid ﬁelds of yellow mustard in. full bloom.
Jeypore is the capital of the territory belonging to
the Maharajah Mardozing, whose independent pos-
sessions are jusb about*the size of the State of Mas-
' sachusetts, the British not having “ annexéd” this
special territory. The prince is a middle-aged, affa-
ble, and intelligent person, very courteous to stran- -
gers, but especially so to Americans, concerning whose
government he is -quite inquisitive. IHe is a man
" of more than ordinary culture, has traveled much, is
exceedingly progressive in his ideas, and seems fo -
command the respect of the English, and of '111 who
are brought within his circle. '
Jeypore is well fortified, and the prmce I\QCPS up a
modest military organization. In driving about the
city we observed long rows of dwelling-houses, rose-
tinted, with pretty verandas and latticed windows,
besides numerous large and well-arranged public
structures devoted to educational purposes; some for
teaching music, others devoted to the fine arts, and
some to the primary branches of education, such ag
arithmetic, geography, ete. We were told that sev-
eral able foreign teachers were in the Maharajah's .
employment, the schools all being frec. Among the
public buildings we noticed the pahce, half a mile
long, and emht stories high, well divided into couris,
g-udens, and public halls. In one of the latter was
being held an extensive fair of Indian goods and
manufactares, which for vaviety, comprehensiveness,:
-richness of the articles, and mﬂxuom arrangement,
would have done eredit to any Buropean mt)‘ We
noticed a public ming, an observatory, a hospital,
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~and n Iarge arsenal. < All these, as well as a very
considesable number of the dwelling-houses, bore a
cettain conspicuous mark, showing them to belong
to the Mabarajah, He is much more western than
eastern in" his ideas; more ready to expend his large
revenue for the public good thau to build Peacock
Thrones, which at the same time excito the marvel
and cupidity of the world; and so this very present-
alle city, in the heart of Indim, is a mixture of Ori-
entualism and European innovation, the strects even
being lighted by gas. Thougl, to speak bonestly,
this hst fact scemed n trifle out of place; wild mon-
keys and crocodiles in the environs, and gaslights in
the strects |
Jeypore is a beautiful little city, and ancient withal,
though there are no ruins here; everything gives evi-
dence of present prosperity, peace, and abundance.
The houses a1e panted in a toy-hke manner, but are
neat and pretty. Queer little canvas-covered, two-
wheeled carts, their tops shaped like bLalf an egg.
shell, and drawn by a single bullock, trot about the
strects in a very lively fashion, some of them closely
curtained containing women of the harem, but one
sces few women except of the humble class; Oriental
exclusion i3 observed here.  Under this prince’s scem-
ingly wise rule the population exhibit a marked and
favorable contrast to that of India generally, over
which the suthority of Great Britain extends. There
are no mud cabins, no visible want. We did not see
a begmar in all Jeypore. The people are decently
clathied, snd well-ladged in nice-looking houses, mast
of whicl are two stories high.  The streets are excep-
tionally broad and neatly kept, being regularly sprin-
kled by coolics to lay the dust, though in a primitive
. 1B



.

224 . DUE WEST.

 thither lay through a very level country of great fer-
tility, showing fine crops of cereals, with . frequent
~and vivid fields of yellow mustard in full bloom.

Jeypore is the capital of the territory belongum to-

-the Maharajah Mardozing, whose independent. pos-

sessions are just about the size of the State of Mas-

* sachusetts, the British not having * annexed” this
“special territory. The prince is a middle-aged, affa-

ble, and intelligent person, very courteous to stran-
gers, but especially so to Americans, concerning whose. -
government he is -quite inquisitive. -He is a man
of more than ordin'u‘y culture, has traveled much, is
exceedingly progressive in his ideas, and seems to.
command the respect of the English, and of all who -
are brought within his cirele.

Jeypore is well fortified, and the prince lxceps up a
modest military organization. In driving about the
gity we observed long rows of dwelling-houses, rosc-
tinted, with pretty verandas and latticed windows,
besides numerous large and well-arranged public
structures devoted to educational purposes; some for
teaching musie, others devoted to the fine arts, and
some to the primary branches of cducation, such as
arithmetie, geography, ete. We were told that sev-
eral able forcign teachers were in the Maharajah's -
employment, the schools all being free. Among the
public buildings we noticed the pahce. half a IllllL
long, and em’ht stories high, well divided into courts,
gzu'dens, and public halls. In one of the latter was
being held an extensive fair of Indian goods m'd
manufactures, which for variety, comprehensivencs
richness of the articles, and judicious are anrrcmnnt,
would have done eredit to any Tuvepean city. We
noticed a public mint, an -observ atory, a hospital,
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~own foot-prints, and ‘can thus easﬂy be led into a
~ pitfall of the character we have described. - Having
~.once got info this well he cannot possibly get out,
. and here he is permitted to become so nearly starved
as to deprive him of all powers of resistance, in
~which condition he is secured. A little food and wa-
ter soou restores him to his normal condition, when
he finds himself a prisoner in a stout cage, behind
strong iron bars. For a few days after his capture
the animal’s rage knows no bounds, and his struggles
to free himself are ceaseless, sometimes even ending
in self-inflicted death by dashing himself head fore-
most upon the bars. If not an old animal; he, hosw-
ever, generally subsides into sullen qccuptance of the
situation after a day or two.

We were shown half a dozen lately taken and
confined separately in strong cages in oneof the open
squares of the city. Two of them:had a very bad
record, and were real man-eaters, having 'a score or
more of coolies charged to their account. These.
were all condemned to be killed, as they proved to be
. too'old to sell for exhibition in the European mar-
- kets, but the young ones are often thus disposed of.
A tiger, one or even two years old, can be tamed and
rendered quite docile for menagerie purposes; but
when taken wild at an age exceeding these figures -
they are never quite safe. Those which we saw in
the square at Jeypore were splendid specimens of.
their race, full of fire and rage, chafing at their im-
prisonment, and springing violently against the iron
bars of their cages at every one \\ho approached
them. They were quite unlike the poor beasts of
the menageries, who have had all their spirit and
savage instincts subdued by confinement,
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- ITaving obtained the necessary permit to visit the
royal summer palace of Ambar, o few miles from the
city walls, among the picturesque hills, elephants,
belonging to the Maharajah were sent for us, and we
mounted them, the animals kneeling at the word of
command for us to do so. Qur party, six in number,
was divided so that four persons, including the driver,
rode on each elephant.  They were large and docile
creatures, being respectively soventy and ninety years
of age. Their shufiling, flat-footed tread is peculiar,
but net very unpleasant, except when the driver
hurries the animals; but even then the gait is not
nearly so trying to the rider as is that of the camel,
which is only comparable to a Cunarder pitehing in
a head sea. The elephants scem to be very easily
controlled by the driver, who, however, is armed with
a steel-pointed weapon which he resorts to freely if
his directions.are not obeyed, and the animal cvie
dently stauds in mortal dread of the instrument, Al
classes of the people ride upon the cumel here, from
the prince to the peddier, but the clephant is only
in common use among the nabobs and members of
the royal houschold, officers of state, and the Jike.
1t costs as much to keep and support an elepbant as
it does to maintain cight horses or ten curmzls, the
Tatter animal thriving on cheap food.

A visit to the summer palace was very interesting,
the loeal gnide pointing out erery obiert ¢f zote. and
explainivg all clearly, That yort of 1he spacinas
buildings reserved for the Earem wes simply parfer-
tion, in point of luxury, zs
ental stand-point.  The aziizmre sris ot
room, the domestic livicyro s 253 o oz

ficds of the palace. mere lopr znd aixm
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- pitfall of the character we have described. . Havi ing
- once got into this well he cannot possibly get ont,

,'and here he is permitted to become so nearly starved
as to deprive him of all powers of resistance, in-
~which condition he is secured. A little food and wa-
ter soon restores him to his normal condition, when
be finds himself a prisoner in-a stout cage, behind
strong iron bars. For a few days after his capture
thie animal’s rage knows no bounds, and his struggles
to free himself are ceaseless, sometimes even ending "
in self-inflicted death by dashing himself head fore--
most upon the bars. If not an old animal, he, how-
ever, generally subsides into sullen acceptance of the’
situation after a day or two.

We were shown half a dozen lately taken and
confined separately in strong cages in one of the open
squares of the city. Two of them-had a very bad
record, and were real man-eaters, having ‘a score or
more of coolies charged to their account. These .
were all condemned to be killed, as they proved to be
too'old to sell for exhibition in the European mar-
kets, but the young ones are often thus disposed of.
A tiger, one or even fwo years old, can be tamed and
rendered quite docile for menagerie purposes; bub
when taken wild at an age exceeding these figures.
they are never quite safe. Those which we saw in
the square at. Jeypore were splendid specimens of -
their race, full of fire and rage, chafing at their im-
prisonment, and springing vlolentl) against the ivon
bars of their cages at every one who approached

_ them. The§ were quite unlike the poor beasts of
the menageries, who have had all their spirit aud
savage mstmcts subdued by confinement.



SUMMER PALACL OF AMBAR. 229

~ Having obtained the necessary permit to visit the
royal summer palace of Ambar, o few miles from the
city walls, among the picturesque hills, elephants,
belonging to the Makarajal were sent for us, and we
monnted them, the animals kneeling at the word of
command for us to do so. Qur party, six in number,
was divided so that four persons, including the driver,
rode on each clephant. They were large and docile
creatures, being respectively seventy and ninety years
of nge.  Their shufiling, flat-footed tread 13 peculiar,
but not very unpleasant, except when the driver
hurries the animals; but even then the gat is not
nearly so trying to the rider as is that of the camel,
which is only comparable to a Cunarder pitching in
a head sea. The elophants seem to be very easily
controlled by the driver, who, however, 1s armed with
o stecl-pointed weapon which he resots to freely if

‘his directions.are not obeyed. and the animal evi-

dently stands in mortal dread of the instrument.  All
classes of the people ride upon the camel here, from
the prince to the peddier; but the elepbant s only
in common use among the nabubs and members of
the royal household, officers of state, and the like.
It costs as much to keep and support an eleplant as
it does to maintain cight horses or ten camels, the
latter animal thriving on cheap food.

A visit to the summer palace was very interesting,
tho local guide pointing out every object of note, and
cxplaining all cleatly., That part of the spacious
buildings resersed for the harem was simply perfec-
tion, in point of luxury, as conceived from an QOri-
ental stand-point. The audienco roows, the throne
room, the domestic living rooms, and the various of-
ficds of tho palace, were largo and admirably ar-
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rangecl fnrmsbed in the Eastem fasiuon. The white
‘marble work was everyv’here exquisite in its finish,
- and, wherever it was pocsxble‘ superseded the use’
of wood. The windows, opeumrr from all the gen-
eral apartments, afforded views across the hills, val-.
leys, and lakes of the city of Jeypore, two or three
“ leagues away. The group of the harem apartments,
as usual, all openmed inward, upon an ‘area where
- grew orange, lemon; and fig-trees, full of fruit, also
- pomegranates and trailing vines, gracefully arranged.
_ There were many varieties of flowers in bloom be-
sides roses, which we strongly suspected came from
afar. They were too familiar, those tea, -damask,
Jagueminot, Marshal Niel, and moss roses. The in-
digenous ones were not nearly so full in leaf or pure
in color, nor so fragrant or beautiful. The spacious
marble bath was also in an open area, or court, shut
in from all eyes save those of the denizens them-
selves, and of such depth and size 2s to admit of
swimming. This tiny lake was bordered by thick
growing myrtles, and a shrub with a dagger-like
leaf, bearing a trumpet-shaped flower, snow white, .
but unknown to us, seemingly of the convolvulus
genus. The dark winding labyrinths and passages
from one part of the Ambar Palace to another were
utterly confusing, and of a nature designed to mys-
tify any one but an habitué. When the palace has
its summer complement of residents, servants and
all, it must contain some three hundred souls, besides
the soldiery, who occupy the barracks outside td
guard the entrances. It is a fort as well as a palace,
and so arranged as to form a citadel capable of sus-
taining a siege, if necessary ; while ifs lofty and com-
manding situation is such, that it could not be taken
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by an attacking force without great loss of life on
their part.  We were shown in the basement a sin-
gular shirine or temple, before which was a large, flat
stone, where daily sacrifices of a sheep or goat is
made by the priests. In the olden time huinan sac-
rifices took place on the stone, according to the guide.
Fresh signs showed that the ceremony of blood spill-
ing had lately taken place, and, on inguiry, we were
told that the carcass was given as food to the poor,
which was certainly one feature of the practice quite
commendable.

When at last we mounted the elephants to again
return to the city, it was past meridian, bat so posw-
erful was the heat of the sun that we could hardly
liave sustsined it without the protection of umbrellas,
and thought if this was winter weather in India what
must midsummer be ? ‘Though so much furtler north
of the equator than Ceylon, the heat seemed nearly
as great, and even more insupportable,  There was z
certain moisture and softness about the high (
ature at Colombo, which we had expenenc«i
before; \vlnle lere there wasa dry, burning &
of the sun's power which was absole
Aswe passed over the road, swayed Bith
upon the backs of the huge animals. & varamusing
to watch the gambols of the wiii xum
trees, and to observe the flosks 17 vl presr
the open fields, both moskers 1l 7e=o
held sacved. There were 20
edges of the ponds,
water-fowls strutting
diles were sren s
Lank, watching frr 2
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got within the city gates, we met such dense flocks
of tame pigeons, of various colors, as could not -be -
~equaled elsewhere. They were of. several species,
well-defined : fan-tailed, bloaters, divers, ete., some
pure white, some mottled, and some as blue as the
"sky. Like those at Venice, they are protecfed Dby
law. Indeed all animal life is spaved, from religious
convictions, except such as is brought to the altar.
We finally got safely back to our quarters, at the
Kaiser-i-Hind Hotel, far too well pleased with our
trip to Ambar to cavil at a most indifferent dinner.

There are many native princes who govern states
ih India, as is the case at Jeypore; but they do so
under . sufferance, as it were, acknowledging their
« subordinate dependence ” to the British govern-
~ment. They form a body of feudatory rulers, pos-
sessing revenue and armies of their own. There is
always a British “ Resident” at their courts, who aects
as an adviser, as it is termed, but who is, in plain
English, a sort of acknowledged and permitted spy.
These princes are not allewed to make war upon each
other, or to form alliances with foreign states; aud,
upon the whole, all things considered, it is perhaps
the best possible arrangement for the princes and for
their subjects. Equmd does not hesitate to inter-
fere if a prince is gmltv of any decided mismanage--
. ment, protecting the wealk, and imposing peace. We ‘
were informed that the power of life and death,in ~
single cases, rests with the Maharajah of Jevpore as
well as with the rest of the native rulers. Thus one
third of India, embracing a population of between
filty and sixty millions of people, is siill under na-
tive rule. o

From Jeypore to Bombay is a distance of seven
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hundred iniles, a journey which we were three days
and nights in performing. Most of the route lay
-through a sparsely-populated country, very similar in
character to the sections already described, — the
greater part of India being an immense plain. Tt
was curious on this ronte to observe that all the rail-
road station-houses were built with white domes like
mosques, o fancy which was also carried into practice
upon many of the better class of village houses; the
effect, hiowever, was far from pleasing to the eye.
Now and then afew antelopes were seen ; they would
gaze fixedly at the train for o moment, then turn and
spring away in immense bounds, Now a Iynx and
now a fox would put in an appearance in the early
morning, in* the lonely district through which we
passed, generally at a wholesome distance from the
cars.  We were up and watchful ; there is not much
sleep to be obtained on the cars in India; besides, one
does not wish to lose the cusp freshness of the dawn.
Before the sun fairly rises the temperature was a little
chilly, but direetly its power was felt, and it got fairly
started upon its diurnal path, there was a change of
thirty or forty degrees, and then—it is impossible
to deseribe how the golden sunlight flooded the
plains. Sonll game of various species was frequently
seen in the ficlds and hedges; kingfishers, kites, nnd
hawnks put in an appearance, and a tall bird standing
four feet high was pointed out to us, called n sars,
gay in color, and of the stork family. The prascy
Indian blne jay scemed omnipresent.

As we got further southward we cany upen iy
great pappy flelds, cultivated for oprum, which frmmed
a remarkable feature in the Lind-cape, Thes
scarlet in color, minglud occasionally with 1
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other parts of the count1 v we had seen the be*mhful
though baleful, fields of popples, dressed in bridal
white. The ‘effect of either is ver v fine when the
eye measures the smgular display by miles in extent,
the uch, glutmous flowers nodding vncefulb in -the
~'gentle breeze. We were told that from - six to seven
- hundred thousand acres of land, mostly in thé valley
of the Ganges, were devoted to the poppy culture. A
large share of these opium farms, as they may be
called, belong to the English government, and are
cultivated by their agents. Those which are con-
ducted on private account are very heavily taxed, and
. are carried on in the interest of the Parsece merchants
of Bombay, who control a large share of the opium
trade, handling not only their own prodiet, but also
that of the government.

. Oftentimes, near these gorgeous poppy fields were
. broad ripening acres of grain, which would have been
denuded of their valuable property by the great flocks
of birds floating hither and thither, were it not that
precautions were taken to drive them away. A tull
platform is raised upon poles in the centre of the field,
with a slight straw shelter over it, upon which n
young lad or girl is stationed, who thus overlooks the
whole. They have no fire-arms, but are supplied with
a simple sling and a few stones ; should a bird be scen
too close to the precious grain, an unerring stone will
find him, and his body beecomes a warning for his com-
panions. 'The monkeys, who abound in southern In-
dia, are not so easily got 1id of. . Birds will not fly
after davk, nor much before the sun rises in the. morn-
ing; but the monkeys raid the fruit and vegetable
ilelds by night, and are Cdp'lbh. of organizing. a de~ -
~ scent upon some promising point th,h aH the fore-
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thought of buman thieves. Besides which, birds, as
rule, will take only such food as they can eat, but the
Indian monkeys appropriate whatever they can lay
their paws upon, having o special regard for light
domestic articles, with which they have a fancy for
decking the tops of the highest trees, .

While Calcatta is the governmental or political
capital of India, Bombay is its commercial metropo-
lis; and an obvious sense of rivalry exists between
the two places.  The opening of communication with
England by the Red Sea voute has given the latter
city o great business impetus, and it is growing rap-
idly, possessing more elements of future greatness
than any other city in Asia, It forms the western
gateway to India, is entirely modern, and three quar-
ters European. The Parsees, Hindoos, and Mussul-
mans make up the other quarter of the fixed popula-
tion, while the floating populace represents nearly
every Asiatic people. These two prineipal cities are
located on the opposite sides of the peninsula, Cal-
cutta being on the Bay of Bengal and Bombay on the
Sen of Arabia. The Parsees number over a hundred
thousand, and represent a large portion of the wealth
of the city, being also by far the most intelligont
and enterprising natives of India. They symputhize
entirely with the Lnglish government, which givss
them freedom of opinion and protection for Jife nud
property, neither of which could be pesured unfier
native anspices. They keep entirely nluof, rocinlir.
from other races, and strictly preserve their vwalln-
fined individuality, Their dress is peenlise Pt
Oriental, partly European, and they ane «til b
their fathers, after thousand- of year, the ¢ yimuns
followers of Zurcuster,
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.The Parsees settled here more than eight centnries
ago, after their expulsion from Persia. Their temples
- contain no images, nothing but the altar bearing the

sacred fire, which their fathus brought with them"
when they landed here so long ago, and - which has
never for one instant been extinguished. They wor-
" . ship the sun as the representative of God, and fire in
all its forms, as well as the ocean, which would secem
to be an antagonistic agent; but as their religion
recognizes one Good and one Evil Principle, who are
ever contending for the mastery of the universe, per-
haps these emblems are no paradox. One of the ﬁrst
places we visited in Bombay was Malabar Hill, a
lofty piece of ground just outside of the city, upon
the apex of which are the five famous ¢ Towers of
~ Silence,” coustituting the cemetery of the Pavsces.
Beautiful gardens, kept ever in bloom and Joveliness
by the most assiduous care, surround these towers, -
which are the subjects of such sad associations. The
oldest of these structures is between two and three
centuries in age, and one is solely designed for the
bodies of eriminals whose bones are not permitted to -
mingle with those of the just. When a death occurs
among the Parsees, the body is brought here to o
small temple, containing the sacred fire, within the
.grounds. Iere a certain formula is gone through
thh and a solemn chant withont words is perfor mod
by the assembled mourners. Presently the corpse is.
carried upon a stretcher through a.door of one of the -
towers, and is placed upon a grating raised a fow feat
from the ground, where it is completely exposed.
The bearers instantly retire, the door is elosed and
locked. These towers are open at the {op, on the.
cornice of which hmndreds of vultures are always
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waiting in full view of every one, and as soon as the
body is left they swoop down to their awful meal,
eagerly tearing and devouring the flesh, absolutely
picking it clean fiom the boues, which fall into a
space below in an indiseriminate mass, to be decom-
posed by time and the clements, The hideous de-
tail of the seene is not visible to the spectators, but
the reappearance of these terrible birds of prey upon
the walls, an hour later, in a gorged condition, is only
too significant of what has transpired within the silent
and gloomy inclosure.

During a subsequent early-morning walk the writer
observed o funeral procession on its way towards Mal-
abar I1il}, and followed it to the Towers. For a mo-
ment after arriving there the face of the corpse was
exposed, showing the marble features of n young girl
of some fifteen years, wearing upon her pale faco
an cxpression of seraphic lovelmess. The body was
covered with n snow-white sheet, exlibiting the out-
line of n beantiful, budding form suddenly snatched
from life, Over and around the body were white
buds and hal{-blown pale flowers, indicative of youth,
recalling to mind a similar experience on the banks
of the Ganges, There was no apparent want of sen-
timent and tenderness here.  As soon as the brief
ccremony was over the beautiful remains, lovely even
in death, were deposited in the nearest tower, the
door was closed and the bearers retired. Down
swooped the ravenous birds to their terrible banquet,
as we turped away with o shudder,  The devouring
flames that wreathed about the ehild-cotpse at Ben-
ares did not seem to us so shocking as this. -

Seeing an intelligent Parsee, who had evidently
been watehing us, wo nsked: “How can you recon-
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which are the subjects of such sad associations. The
oldest of these structures is bLetween two and three
centuries in age, and one is solely designed for the
bodies of eriminals whose bones are not permitted to
mingle with those of the just. When a death oceurs
among the Parsees, the body is brought here to a
small temple, containing the sacred fire, within the
_grounds. Here a certain formula is gone through
with, and o solemn chant without words is performed
by the assembled mourners. Presently the corpse is .
~ carried upon a stretcher through a door of one of the
towers, and is placed upon a grating raised a few feet -
from the ground, where it is completely exposed.
The bearers instantly retirve, the door is closed and
locked. These towers are open at the top, on the
cornice of which hundreds of vultures are always
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waiting in full view of every one, :md'as soon as the
body is left they swoop down to their awful meal,
eagetly tearing and devouring the ﬂf:s\x, abso.\utely
picking it clean from the bones, which fall into a
space below in an indiscriminate mass, to be decom-
posed by time and the elements. The hideous de-
1ail of the zeene is not visible to the spectators, but
the reappearance of these terrible birds of prey upon
the walls, an hour later, in a gorged condition, is only
too significant of what has transpired within the silent
and gloomy iuclosure,

During a subsequent early-morning walk the writer
observed a funeral procession on its way towards Mal-
abar Hill, and followed it to the Towers. For a mo-
ment after arriving there the face of the corpse was
exposed, showing the marble features of a young girl
of some fifteen years, wearing upon her pale face
an expression of seraphic loveliness.,: The body was
covered with a snow-white sheet, exhibiting the out-
line of a beautiful, budding form suddenly snatehied
from life. Over and around tho body were whito
buds and haif-blown pale flowers, indicative of youth,
recalling to mind a similar experienco on the banks
of the Ganges. There was no apparent want of sen-
timent and tenderness here. As soon as the hrief
ceremony was over the beautiful remaing, lovely even
in death, were deposited in tho neavest tower, tho
door was closed and the bemers retired, Down
swooped the ravenous birds to their terrible banquol,
83 we turned away with a shudder.  The devouring
flames that wreathed about the child-corpss a4 Bete
ares did not seem to us so shocking as this, -

Seeing an intelligent Parsce, who Lad ovidently
been watching us, we asked: #Ilow can you recoh-
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cile to your feelings such’ disposal as that of the re-
" mains of a tendelly beloved child ?” <« What do you
do with your dead 2 he asked. ¢ We bury them in
the earth.” ¢ Yes,” he contmued “for the worms to
. “eat.  And if there is death at sea you sink the body
_in the ocean to be consunied by the shavks. X\Te pre--
fer to give our dead to the birds of the air”” We
were certainly answered, though not convinced, as to
the propriety of the awful scene just enacted. Per-
- haps, after all, it makes but little difference what be-
" comes of these tenements of clay. The Parsec fecds
the vultures with his dead, the devout Hindoo burns
the body, and the professed Christian gives his to the
worms and to the sharks. Still as we came down
Malabar Hill that morning, and saw the hideous car-.
rion birds, gorged and sleepy, roosting upon the walls
of the cemetery, a sense of nausea came over ug qmte
uncontrollable.
. Bombay is made up of fine public buildings, sump-
- . tuous bungalows, and low hovels, not absolutely com-
bined, each class being found in clusters about .its
special locality, but all going to make up the aggre-
gate figure of the- population. That the numbers
should reach the round total of a million of people
was a surprise. In the BEuropean cities we sce the
palace and the hovel, wealth and poverty, cvery-
‘where jostling each other. In Florence, Rome, or
Naples a half-starved cobbler’s stall may nestle be-
neath a palace, or a vendor of roast chestnufs may
have established himself there. In Bowmbay a sense
of propriety and fitness has assorted and ,ulgusted ‘
these matters. Still poverty and riches are never far -
apart in the world, even as joy and griefl are inevita-
ble neighbors. There cannot he strong light without
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ghade near at hand. Excellent order and neatness
are maintained, and well-disciplined policemen are
seen at every corner. The municipality is partly
elective and partly nominative, the majority of the
officials being of mative birth, and so far as a casual
visitor may judge, affairs are managed economically
and judiciously. In the neighborhood of Elphinstone
Circle and the Esplanade, the city will compare fa-
vorably with any moedern European capital, both in
the size and style of the public and private buildings,
as well as in the broad, liberal squares and thorough-
fares, ornamented with statuary and fountains.
A drive in the environs of Bombay, around the
base of Malabar Hill and along the picturesque shore
" of the Arabian Sea, is an e¢xperience never to be for-
gotten by one who has enjoyed its pleasure. It will
Ve sure to recall to the traveler the almost unrivaled
environs of Genoa, with those winding, rock-cut roads
overlooking the Mediterranean Sea. Iero the roads
arc admirable, cool, and half-embowered in folinge,
amid which the crimson sagittaria, flaunting its fiery
leaves and ponderous blossoms everywhere, meets the
eye. Abont the fine villag, which are set back a short
distance from the road, delightful gardens wero to be
scen of choice flowers, tastefully arranged, compris-
ing an abundance of tropical plants, tall palms lining
the driveaway up to the Louses where the merchant
princes dwell. The broad public roads were lined
with oleanders, magnolias, laburnums, jasmines, or-
nnge and lemon-trees; and there were honeysuckles,
white, scarlet, yellow; and tiger-lilies of marvelous
size, each lenf looking as if it were a butterfly, and
the whole flower forming a group of them lit upon a
stem. Urns, from which drooped variegated flowera,
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relieved by wreathing smilax; ornamented the posts
of gates, and lined the smooth, white. graveled paths
~about’ the verandas of these surburban palaces in
miniature.- The. flova of our best kept green-houses
- here bloomed out.of doors in wild luxuriance, but not
. a familiar tree was to be seen. In place of elms, ma-
ples, pines, and oals, there were tall, slender palms,
fig-trees, ‘mangoes, and whole groves of bananas
bending under the weight of the long, finger-like
~ fruit. Verily, these Parsees, in spite of their bigotry
.and - their adherence to ancient superstitions, know
how to malke their homes beautiful. :
There was one institution visited in Bombay which
“is, so far as we know, nnique, commending itself how-
ever, to cvery philanthropist, namely, An Asylum -
for Aged and Decrepit Animals. Iere were found
birds and beasts suffering under vavious afllictions,
carefully tended and nursed as human beings are in .
a well-regulated hospital. The origin of the estab-
lishment was due to a philanthropic native who some
- years ago left a large sum of money, on his decease,
for this purpose, so thoroughly in accordance with his
religious convictions, Within the Iast ten years sev-
eral liberal endowments have been added, all by
natives, until the institution is now self-supporting.
We were told of a new bequest, just added, which
would enable the trustees to enlarge certain premises,
Liberal visitors are also frequently inclined to leave
a few dollars to encourage so worthy an institution.
Bullocks, cows, dogs, and cats. otherwise homeless, -
here find good care, food, and shelter. The vavd and
buildings cover about two acres of gronnd, where the
animals are only so far confined as to insure thoir.
own comfort and safety. None of them are ever
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Killed, but are well cared for until Natl}re herself
closes the scenc for thers. One horse, which we no-
ticed, was swung by belly straps so that his hmd. feet
were quite off the floor; & case, as was explained,
where one of lis hind legs had been broken, but
which -had now so nearly healed that the animal
would be sble to stand once more upon his feet—
not t6 worls, but to live ont his alloted days in peace.
Tn America, or indeed nearly anywhere else, a horse
with & broken leg is at once deprived of life. All
through the East, bat especially in India, there is, as
a rule, a kind consideration for animals that is in
marked contrast.to the treatment they so often re-
ceite in what we term more civilized countries. Un-
der the plea of humanity we take the life of most ailing
animals in the Western world, but not so in Bombay.
Horses, donkeys, cows, cats, dogs, and monkeys, sick
or injured by accident, will be at once taken into
this establishment, on application, and kindly cared.
for, free of all expense, until natnral death ensues.

A visit to the Island of Elephanta, in the outer
harbor of Bombay, situated about ten miles from the
city, will afford all strangers much gratification. A
small excursion steamer, tug-boat size, was chartered
for our purpose, and with a favoring current took us
fiown to the island in an hour, bat was twice as long
in .\mrking !mr way bhek against the tide. Jt was
quite a pienic affair, our refreshments being tuken
with us frqm the hotel, and a nice table spread on
board the little boat, whero we lupched with that best
:{m?t‘:c'ey ﬂ‘lgo?d :'lppetite. This famous island is
‘unde fismiles i eivcumierence, covered with a thick

crgrowth of bushes and some fine speeimens of
tropical trecs,

1t derives its name from 3 colossal
1 :
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stone elephant Wh1ch once stood near the prceent[
landing, and formed a conspicuous’ object visible far -
‘away. This monument was thrown down: ‘many
- years ago by some convulsion of nature, and now lies
overgrown by vines and bushes, hidden beneath tam- -
arind . and banana-trees. As the shore is shelving,
the depth of water will not permit boats to approach
very near; so that the landing is made over a series
of large, deep-sunken stepping-stones, rather slippery
‘and dangerous for. one without a cool head. After
liaving landed there is still nearly a thousand irregu-
~ lar steps to ascend before reaching the plateau, where
the mouth of the famous temple is entercd. :
We found this cave temple with its front half hid-

den by a wild growth of luxuriant vines and foliage.
-The cavity is hewn out of the solid rock, extending
nearly two hundred feet directly into the hill-side.
It was strange and incongruous in aspect, —a sort
" of conglomeration of sensualism, religious ideas, and
Buddhist idols. Most of the school geographies of-
our childhood depict this entrance of the Cave of Ele-
phanta, supported by carved pillars, hewn out of the
vock just where they stand, part and parcel of it.
The voof is supported by many carved pillavs, also
" similarly hewn out of the native stone. Some of .
them have been willfully-broken, others have mould-
ered away {rom atmospheric exposure. The Portu-
guese in their day, as we were told by the custodian,
—a superannuated non-commissioned officer of the
English army, — planted cannon before the cave and
de@tl oyed many ‘of the pillars, as well as the heathen
emblems, by vound shot.  One sces here the sm"ul.n'
phenomenon of hanging pillars, the capitals onh ex
tant ; but as the whole is carved out of the sunic lxu;,
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rock all parts are equally selflsnpport:mg. There are
many well-executed figures in bas-rehef., more or less
decnyed and broken, which is not surprising when f"e
remember that the antiquarians tiace them back with
certainty for some fiiteen centuries, and some give
their origin to o period nearly ten centuries earlier.
Though embodying so much that is curions and
" suggestive as these vock-cave tersples do, presenting
such an aggregate of patient labor, the world will
probably remain ever ignorant of their true history.
An American traveler, whom we met in Bombay, had
made these Buddhist temples & special study, and bad
just returned from a tisit to those interesting antig-
uities, the Caves of Ellora, some two hundred miles
fiom Bombay, consisting of several lofty apartments
ornamented in a similar manner to those at Elephanta:
in bas-relief. e also mentioned another excavated
temple of the same character at Curlee, between Bom-
Lay and Puna, which in many respects resembled a
Gotbic church, having a vaulted roof and colonnades
running on either side, like aisles. He was disposed
to give the origin of them, as well as of those in the
harbor of Bombay, to a period prior to the Christian
era. Howover shange and historically interesting
these excavated temples may be to the observant
traveler, he will look in vain among the carvings and
basso-relievi for any just proportions of form or ex-
pression of features, There is n lack of anything
!lkc urtistic genius ovinced, no correctness of anatom-
ieal proportions even attempted. The figures doubt-
less were sufliciently typical to answer their original
purpose, but are as crude as Chineso idols. When
the Prince of Wales was in Bombay be visited the
spot and a sort of Larbecue was given to him within
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the cave.. upon Whlch the ston y eyes of the 1do]s must

’ have looked down in mlmzemeni,

Eleph‘mta is also unique in the pxodncmon of a
species of beetle remarkable for v variety of colors and
ornamentation of body. We had seen numerous
specimens of this insect in soutbern India and at
Singapore, some of which were an inch long, but
these of Elephanta were not remarkable for size.
They were hardly larger than one’s little finger nail,
but of such brilliancy of color, red, blue, yellow, and
pink,-as to cause them to resemble precious stones
rather than insects. Some were a complete represen-
tative of the opal, with all its radiating fire. Some
were spotted like butterflies, others like the expanded
tail of the peacock, and again some had half civeles
of alternate colors like the eyes in a pearl oyster.
We were told that only upon this island were such
specimens to be found. Children gathered them, and
filled little wooden boxes with various specimeus,.
which they sold for a trifle. The harbor of Bombay
is a spacious and excellent one. The old fortifica-
tions have gone mostly to deeay, but two {loating -
monitors, the Abyssinia and the Magdala, now form
the principal defense of the port. The eity, unlike
most commercial ports, is not situated on a viver, bui
is one of a cluster of islands connected with the main-
land by causeways and railroad viaducts, turning it
into a peninsula.

The fish-market is remarkable here for the variety
awd excellence of the finny tribe offered for sale.
The fish-market of ITavana has ever been famons for
the size, color, and shapes of the speeimens it shows
upon its broad marble tables, but Bombay rivale the
Cuban capital in this respect. Fish forms a large
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portion of the substantial susienance of the common
people.  The fish-women, those who sell tho article
in the market, are curious, swarthy creatures, covered
with bangles on wrists, ankles, arms, ears, and noses.
An Eust Indian woman seems to find vast satisfac-
tion in this style of disfigurement. To sec and to
eat prawns in their perfection, three or four inches
long, one must visit Bombay, where they create hand-
some bits of, scarlet color piled up amid the silver
and gold sealed fishes upon the white marble. The
fruit-market is equally remarkablo for variety and
tusciousness.  Mandarins, oranges, lemons, mangoes,
grapes, bananas, cocoanuts, rose-apples, and vegetables
too numerous to mention, load the tempting coun-
ters.  One of the dealers, & young woman who would
liave been pretty if not so bedecked, had perforated
each side of ber nostnls and wore in the holes small
gilt buttons, — this in addition to bangles innumer-
alle, and ornaments dragging her cars quite out of
shape., Iler swarthy brown limbs were covered to
above the calf with rings of silver and gilt, and her
arms.were similarly decked. Part of Ler bosom was
tattooed with blue and red ink., This woman pressed
o mango upon us at a trifling cost, but not having
been educated up to liking this fruit, it was bestowed
upon the first child we met. The Indian mango
tastes like turpentine and musk mised, only mere so.
The last scenc witnessed at Dombay, as we were
waiting on the pier for the steam-liunch which was
to take us on board the P. and O. steamship Kashga
s Ve prrformionee of sume serect Jagglers, YT im
seen many such exhibitions at Delli, A<
and Benares, but these fellows seem:
expert in their tricks, and yet not
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the cave, tpon which the stony eyes of the ldols must; .
have.looked -down in amazement. ,
Elephanm is also nnique in the production of a

species of beetle remarkable for variety of colors and
ormamentation of body. We had seen numerous
specimens of this insect in southern India and at
Sinmpore, some of which were an inch long, but
_ these of Elephanta were not remarkable’ for size. .
. They were hardly larger than one's little. finger naily
. but of such brilliancy of color, red, blue, yel ow, and
pink, as to cause- thiem to resemble precious stones
-ather than insects. Some were a complete represen-
tative of the opal, with all its radiating fire. Some
were spotted like butterflies, others like the expanded

tail of the peacock, and again some had half circles
_of alternate colors like the eyes in a pearl oyster.

We were told that only upon this island were such

specimens to be found. Children gathered them, and

filled little wooden boxes with various specimens;
which they sold for a trifle. The harbor of Bombay
‘is’a spacious and excellent one. The old fortifica-
tions have gone mostly to deeay, but two floating
- monitors, the Abyssinia and the Magdala, now form
the principal defense of the port. The city, unlike
most commercial ports, is not situated on a river, but
is one of a cluster of islands connected with the main-.
land by causeways and railroad viaduets, turning it
into a peninsula.

The fish-market is remarkable here for the variety.
and cxcellence of the finny tribe offered for sale.
The fish-market of Havana has ever been famous for

the size, color, and shapes of the specimens it shows - ‘

“upon its broad marble tables, but Bombay rivals the
Cuban capiial in this respect. Fish forms a large
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The Southern Cross, above all other groupmgs, in-
_terests the beholder, and he ceases to wonder at the
reverence with which the inhabitants of the low lat-
Cifudes regard it. As an accurate measurer of {ime,’
it is also valued by the mariner-in the southern hem-
‘isphere, who is nightly called to watch on deck; and
who thus becomes familiar with the glowing orbs re-
vealed by the surrounding darkness. As a Christian
emblem all southern natious bow before this constel-

lation which is denied to northern eyes. ,
Bishop F——, of the Methodist Episcopal Chm'ch
of Massachusetts, was a passenger on board the. Kash-
gar, bound to Egypt, and on Sunday, February llth,
aftu' the cqpt'un had read the usual services, he w:
invited to address the passengers; this he did in an
eloquent and impressive discourse. It was a calm,’
beautiful Sabbath, a sweet tranquillity enshrouding
_everything. The ship glided over the gently throb-
bing breast of the Arabian Sea with scarcely per-
cepuble motion; and when night came, the stillness
yet unbroken, save by the pulsatmn of the great mo-
tive_power hidden in the dark hull of the I\.x:lxmn'
the blshop delivered a lecture on astronomy. HL
stood on the quarter-deck, bare-headed, his snow-white
hair crowning a brow radiant with intellect, while
the attentive passengers were seated around, and over
his head glowed the wondrous orbs of which he dis-
conrsed.  Nafurally eloguent, the speaker seemed
inspived by the pecenlinr surroundings, as he pointed
out and dilated upon the glorions constellations and
planets blazing in the blue vanit above us,  IHe ex-
plained the immensity of these individual w orlds, the
harmoninus svstem which science shows {n exist in
~ their several spheres, the almost incaleuluble distance
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" Jews. queer 10'\"1mr fellows, small in stature, dark
as Arabs, and with thetr hair dressed in cork-serew
curls. lhcs smail mmders commenced by demand-’
ing guineas for thelr featbers, and ended b:y taking
shillings. Notwithstanding the barren aspect of the
surmnndmg connfry, Aden manages to do something
in the way of experts.  Cofice is produced, not far
inland, ss well as honey, wax, and gums, with some
spices, which are ~1~1}\ped to Europe. ' ‘
Tt was just about twilight when we got up the
anchor. aud stexmed away from Aden; and as the
evening set in a bevy of birds were singularly at-
tracted to fhe I\d\hL"ﬂl- They were quite as mneh’
Jend as water-birds. and werve fally twice as large ag
robins, of a mingled white and slate eolor.” So per-
sistout were these birds, and bemg perhaps a litile
confused by the surrounding darkness, together with
‘the blinding lights of the shili, that they permitted
themselves to be caught and handled.  When {hrown
into the air they immediately returned, to light on
the bulwarks, shrouds, deck, or awnings, in fuct, any-
where affording foothold.  Scores of them roosted all
night on the Kushgar; but with the fivst break of
5310:11111" light tho) shook their feathers briskly for
“}omcnt uttcmd a few harsh, eroaking notes, as a
“rough thanhs fm‘ their night’s im\"um’, and’
" ~sinian shore. )
“wof Aden from the sea,
z}i’timr, givin«'r one A
yuntains and, v
Tointed af-if
eople ¥

v adis
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vegetation and imparting its cheerful effect to the
rocky soil has been duly improved. When we bid
Aden good-by in the after-glow of sunset, the sea on
the harbor side was of n deep azure, while in the di-
rection of the ocean it stretched away to the horizon
in a soft, pale green. This effect, added to the lin-
gering orange Lue in the west, and the sober gray
of the rocky promontory itself, made up a pleasing
variety of color.

Our course was now nearly north, leaving behind
us the island of Prim ns well as Aden, the former
being also a Dritish stronghold at the mouth of this
inland sea, close to the Arabian coast, and less than
ten miles from the African sliore, which facts will
show the reader how narrow is the southern entrancoe
of the Red Sea. The bold headlands of Abyssinia
wero long visible on our port side, wiile on the star-
board we had a distant view of Arabia with the Lib-
yan range of mountains in the background, forming
tho boundary of the desert of the same name. Jed-
dab, the sea-port of Mecea, the resort of all pious
Molammedans, and Mocha, with its bright sunlit
minarets, the place so suggestive of good coffee, were
to be scen in the distance. In consting nlong the
shores of Nubia, the dense air from off the land was
like n sirocco, suffoeatingly hot, the effect being more
enervating than that of any previous experience of
tho journey, IHere the water was observed to be
much salter to the tasto than that of the open sen, o
fact easily accounted for, as it is subject to the fierce
tropical sun, and the conscquent rapid evaporation
leaves the saline property in aggtregated proportions
at the surface,  This is a phienomenon generally ob-
servable in land-locked arms of the occan similarly
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situsted : the Persian Gulf being ..no:her msiam 5

The free cirenlation of oceun-currents, as well s the
heavy roin-fulls of other &re veal regions, renders the

conditions more untform. s we “ahed~ through the

Gulf of Suez we had the shores of Egypt on both

sides of us. The last day on board the Kashmar was .
characterized by one of those blazing sunsefs that se
“evervihing ﬁlrm making it appear as though the

world had taken fire at the horizon and was actually.

-l
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burping up ,
Before arriving at Aden it was E‘iscavemd that cne
of the foremast hands of the ship was guite §il with
Qm*ﬁl-pc\t. a very annoying thing t{o hay ppen under
the circnmsiances. '_Uun, were some thirty or foriy
cabin passengers on boarid, and of course serious fenrs
as fo contugion were enterfuined.  Oursmall pariy,
having already run the gauntlet of both chelera and
small-pox. took the matter very quietly, theugh we
ad before us a five or six days’ vovage to cnnszzm-
mate before we could hope to land. The sick man
was placed in one of the large lieboaz on t.'im }mrt
bow, which had a broad canvas nicely rigzed over
it. and in this small. improvised hospital was per
sonativ atlended by the chm s doctor alene, who in
turn isolhted himseli from the passengers, It was
feared that we mi-:ht be quarantined npon arriving
at Swez: but either by manngzement or 2 eoldent we
arrived Inte at night and got meored at the dock bo-
fore any questions were asked. Sclfishuess and grav-
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A modest effort to ascertain why this great arm
of the Indian Ocean is called the Red Sea was not
crowned with suceess, The Black Sea is not black,
the Blue Danube is not blue, the Red Sen is not red.
It extends between Africa and Arabia marI) fifteen
hundred miles, and in the broadest p'\rt is not over
two hundred miles across, gradually contracting at
euch end. Portions of it are a thousand fathoms
deep, but the shores on cither side are fined with a
net-work of coral reefs and sunken rocks extending
well ont from the coast. It was observed that the
Kashgar for the most part kept nearly in the middle
of tho sea. Small Arabian vessels hug the shore, as
their eaptains are familiar with the soundings and
can safely do so, and yet they never navigate by
night nor go out of port when the weather is in the
Teast threatening. They make no attempt to eross the
sen except in scttled weather, and are what we should
call freshi-water sailors, only venturing out when a
naked eandle will burn on the forecastle. EFuropean
sailing vessels rarely attempt to navigate the Red
Sea; it is too intricate, and the chances too haz.
ardous for anything but steam power to encounter,
The color of the sca, so far from being red, is deeply
blue, and where it becomes shoal changes to n pale
green; but the color of all Llrg(, expanses of water is
constantly changing from various causes. The re-
flection of the LlOu(li will turn its bluo to a dark ine
digo tint, and cven to inky blackness, Experienced
seamen, foremast hands, who have no aecess to tho
charts, will tell by the color of the water, after o
Yong voyage, that the land is near at hand ; the clear
transparent blue becomes an olive green, nnd as tho
water grows moro shallow it grows also lighter.
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- Landing'at Suez early in the morning we strolled . -
about the town, thich presented hardly a feature of =
- local interest, except -that it was Suez and unlike .
any other place one had ever seen.. The landsc ape,
"if worthy of the name, consisted of f'u'-uachlng sand
and water; not a single tree or swn of vorretatlon
. wyas visible. All was waste and bfmenness. lhe hot
sun perme'xtmcr the atmosphere caused a th\menncr '
in the air, the tremulous effect of which was frying to
the eyes, and deceptive almost like a mirage. . It was
a relief even when a tall awkward necked cmmc\l came -
between one and the line of vision. A characteristic
_scene emphasized the surrounding desolation, on a-
-neighboring sand-hill, where a ﬂock of vultures were
feedmg upon the carcass of a mule. Disturbed for o
“moment they rose lazily, and cireling about the spot
settled again to their carrion feast. Though there
has been a settlement here for five centurics, the
place has only sprung into commercial importance
since the completion of M. de Lesseps’ great enter-
prise of wedding the Mediterranean and Red Seus.
There was a noticeable mingling of nationalities as
forming the rather incongruous community. We
counted half a dozen insignificant mosques, and . vis-
ited the Arabian bazars, but saw nothing of interest
save a few corals and some bandsome shells from the
neighboring sea. The people themselves were more
attractive and curious than"the goods they displayed,
Sailors were lounging about the baraooms in lavge
numbers, and the sale of cheap lignors apprared fo
be the one prevailing business of Snez.  The flonfing
population was compnsed of Avabs, Maltese, Grocks,
and ltalians. Some of the first-named ruee were no-
ticeable as nervous, sinewy, broad-chested {ellows,
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with narrow thighs and well-shaped limbs, like a Mo-
hawk Indian, Esverything appeared poverty-stricken,
and it was 2 relief when the time came for us to tako
our seats in the dilapidated cars and leave the place.
Zagazig was reached the same afternoon, and
thougli not so populous a place as Suez was much
moro alive and thrifty. This settlement is also an
outgrowth of M. do Lesseps’ enterprise, but it does not
present any aspect of its mushroom growtl, giving
ono the impression of a place well selected as a set-
tlement, and which had increased slowly and per-
manently, Weo were now bound directly to Cairo,
which is sitnated nearly two hondred miles from
Sucz.  The first twenty or thirty miles of the route
was through a level desert of sand, scorched, mlent,
and deseited, devoid of even a spear of grass or a gin-
gle tree, the yellow soil quivering in the heated air.
Mile after mile was passed without meeting one re-
deeming feature. It was desolation personified. At
last we came gradunlly upon & gently undulating and
beantiful district of country, enriched by the annual
deposits of the Nile, where careful, intelligent culti-
vation prodnced its natural results.  Here wo begnn
to sce small lierds of brown buffaloes, and peasants
plying the irrigating buckets of the shadoof. Every-
thing scemed verdant and thrising. Perhaps the
great contrast Letween the sterile desert so lately
erossed and the aspeet which now greeted us made
this really fertilo region appear doubly so.  Not sinco
the plains of middle India had we seen anything
forming so fine a rural picture as this, Thongh it
was only the last of February the elover fields were
being mowed, and a second erop would follow; the
barley tud wheat were nearly ready for the -* 7'
T

.
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while the peas -and beans, both in full blossom, were
picturesque and fragrant. As we progressed through
this attractive region the pastures became alive with
sheep, goats, many camels, and some dromedaries.

. On our way we made a brief stop at the late san-
guine field of Tell-el-Keber, where the English and
Turks fought the closing battle of the Iate ‘mmp(un'n‘
in Egypt. The sandy pLun was still strewn with the
débris of hastily deserted camps, and nob: far. away

was that significant spot which war. leaves nlw: avs in
its track,—an. humble cemetery, markéd by nmny
small white stones, showing the last 1est1n"-}) aces of
men unknown to fame, but to whom life was unduuhtﬂ
edly as sweeb as it is to those whose graves the wox}d
honors with monumental shafts.

- While we were approaching Cairo, and were ye
two or three leagues away, the dim outline of the
everlasting pyramids could be seen, through the shim-
mering haze, softly limned against the evening sky,
firing the imagination, and causing an nn'ohmhuy
and quicker pulsation of the heart. It was impossible
not to recall the glowing words of the Humpback in
the Thousand and One Nights, as we saw the pyra-
mids and glistening minarets coming into vicw: «le
who hath not seen Cairo hath not seen the world : its
soil is gold; its Nile is a wonder; its women are like
the black-eyed virgins of JParadise; its houses.are
palaces, and its air is soft, — its odor surpassing that
of aloes-wood and cheering the heart: and how ean
"Cairo be otherwise when it is the Mother of thy

World ?”
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ro and tho Arabian Nights - Street Scenes and Cries — Camels
Donkeys — Turkish Bazars in Ol Cairo — Water-Carricrs.
-——Thu T'yrumids of Gizeh, — The Splinx —Interesting Visitton
ative Touse, «=Mosque of Mehemet Al - The Rouen Low
Cairo — The Khedive’s Palace — Egyptiin Museum — Mosque
(r ~-Whisling and }owling Degvishes — Sner Canal. —
aml Port Sud,— Iddand of Malta. — City of Valewta. —
the Knights — Burd’seye View,

Carno is nearly the sizo of Boston, having 2 pop-
ulation of about four hundred thousand. It formsa
strange medley of human life, —a many-hued erowd
constantly pouring through its thoroughfares, dirty
lancs, and narrow streets, in picturesque confusion.
On one side the observer is jostled by a liveried ser-
vant all eilver braid and bright buttons, and on the
other by an Arab in loose white robe and searlet tur-
ban; now by a woman with her face half-concealed be-
neath lier yasmak, and now by one scarce clothed at
all; by jaunty Greeks in theatrical costume, and cun-
ning Jews with keen, searching eyes; by tempting
flower-girls, and by shriveled old erones who imper-
tune for alms ; by Franks, Tarks,and Levuntines ; by
loaded doukeys nnd lzy®mournful-locking camels —
a motley group. The water-earrier, with his goat-
skin fill«d and swung across his back, divides the
way with the itinerant cook and his portable kitehen.
In short, it is the ideal city of the Arnbian Nights.
The Esbelyel is the Broadway of Cairo, and its con-
trast torthe mass of narrow lines and passages where
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the nativé baz'u' are located, as well as S the dmgy
" houses of the populace, only adds to its brillianey. -
Like Paris, it is a city of cafés. During the even:
ing and far into the night, crowds of individuals of
every nationality are seen seated in groups before
them in the open air, drinking every sort of known'
liquid, but coffee taking precedence of all others. In
pxcturesqueness of costume, the Turk leads the world.
. There is none of the buttoned-up aspect of Durope'ms
about him. His graceful turban and ﬁowxng robes
are worthy of the classic antique, while the rich con-.
trast of colors which he always wears adds finish to
‘the general effect. As he sits cross-leﬂged before his
open bazar, smoking his long pipe, le looks very wise,
. learned, and sedate, though in point of fact, as has
- been shrewdly said, there are doubtless more brains
“under the straw hat of a Yankee peddler than under
three average turbans. The dark, narrow lanes and
endless zigzag alleys had an indeseribable interest,
_with their accumulated dirt of neglect and dust of a
land where rain is so seldom known. One looks up
in passing at those overhanging baleonies, im: agining
the fate of the hmem-secluded women behind thcm,
oceasionally catching stolen glunces from curious eyes
peering between the lattices. What a life is theirs!
Education is unknown among the Egyptinn women.
They have no mental resogt. Life, intellectually, is
to them a blank. There was a mingled atmospheric
flavor impregnating everything with an incense-like
odor, thoroughly Oriental. One half expected to meet
Ali Baba and the Forty Thieves, as we still Jork for
Antonio and the Jew on the Rialto at Venice. The
whole eity, with myriads of drawbacks, wos yet very
sunny, very interesting, very attractive. The drewms
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of childliood, with those veracions Arabian stories
and picttres, weie constantly before the mind's eye,
in all their extravagant absurdities, stimulating the
fmagination to leap from fancy to fancy ns it achieved
grotesque impossibilities, and peopled the present
ecene as in the days of Haroun Alraschid.

Camels and donkeys were in endless numbers ; the
latter, small creatures carrying enormous loads, and
often Laving big, lazy men on their backs, —so0 im-
measurably disproportioned to the animals as te
seem liable to Lreak their tiny limbs like pipe stems.
Of course the fable, wherein the old man was told it
was moro fitting that bo should carry his ass than
that his ass should earry him, occurred to us.  Scores:
of Lyyptian porters, bent balf double, carried on
their backs loads that would stagger n brewer's hoise.
Women wlio rode their pontes and donkeys astride,
man-fashion, were yet very careful to cover their
faces from view, their eyes gleammng out of peep-holes
like those of a cat in the dark. Others, again, jostled
you in the strect with httle naked children straddling
one shoulder, and holding on by both hands to the
mother’s head,  People riding upon donkeys — used
in place of cabs Liere —require a boy to follow be-
hind them with n stick to belabor the poor ereatures;
othierwise, being so trained, they will not move n step
forward. Those who drive throngh the streets in
cartiages have o runner to precede them, gorgeously
dressed, and earrying a long white wand in his hand,
who is constantly erying to clear the way. Theso
runners go a3 fast us & hore ordinarily trots, and
seem never to tire.  The common people lir down on
the sidewalk, besido the road, in nooks and corners,
unywhero in the open air, to'sleep off their fatigue like
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a dog. - Speaking of dogs: here, as in .Constantino-

ple; their name is legion, and they appear to have 1o
special masters, shrinking away into holes or bebind

bales of doods during the day, and coming forth by "

night to seeL for food from the débris of the streets,
llke :13.01\315 in India or crows in Ceylon. Ivery pub-
lic square has its fountain, and thele are two hundred
in Cairo, where the domestic portion of the households
come to obtain water. The young girls carry waler

"Agmcefully poised in jars upon theu‘ heads, (hspl.ty-~

_ing forms and gait of fauitless beauty. Some of these

givls scmpulously screen their faces from the pubhc
eye; others roguishly remove the yasmak when a
European smiles at them, and tinkle their silver
bracelets as full of roguery as a Viennese.

What a motley aspeet these Cairo bazars present !
This old Turk, with flowing caftan and white turban,
from his dingy quarters clmpon‘:eq delicious odors,
curious pastes and essences, with kohl for the eves
and heuna for the fingers. Another hus piles of san-
dal-wood fans, be'ldq and cheap jewelry of silver
and gilt; now we come upon a low platform spread
with Syuan crapes of all colors, hines, and patierns,
to satisfy the gaudy taste of the slaves of the harvem

and the negresses of the Soudan; here are sweet-

meats, dates stuffed with almonds and heney and
sugar, combined in a tempting mixture, with added
coloring maiter; again we have pipes of all shapes
and sizes, with delieate stems of nicely wrought am-
ber, and stores of trinkets from Stambonl: here ave
red and yellow slippers of kid and satin, svme elabor-
ately wronght in silver and gilt, and all tuvned np at
the foes. The narrow wayv ix erowded with wlite
and red turbans, women with fruit in baskels apon
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their heads, strong and wiry Bedouins leading their
liorses and taking count of everything with their
sharp black eyes.  They are the veritable sons of the
desert.  Nile boatmen, Abyssinian slaves, and lazy
Egyptians, with Greeks, Italians, and Maltese, make
up the jostling crowd of the bazars; and amid all
this one feels inquisitive as to where Aladdin's uncle
may be just now, with his new lamps to exchange
for old ones,

Your local guide will suggest a short excursion to
thie Island of Roda, and it is best to go there: if you
do not, sothe one will tell you that it was a great
omission ; that you will never know what you have
missed, and so forth! It is reached by a ferry-boat
at o fee of a few pennies.  Here the gardener points
out the identical spot wheio Moses was rescued by
the king’s daughter! Here 1s to be seen the Nil-
ometer, & square well connected with the Nile, hav-
ing in its centre an octagonal column on wlich is
inseribed Arabian measures. The flora of the island
was interesting, showing a large array of palms,
oranges, lemons, bananas, date, and fig-trces. IHero
also was pointed out to us the henna plant, which we
bad not before seen, and from whence comes the
dye with which the Eastern women tint their fingers,
nails, and the palms of their hands. The plant is
seen here in the form of a well-trimmed dsvarf bush,
but it grows more like a tree in its natural state.

The street eries of Cairo are unique. At the ecarly
break of the day, or mther at the moment of sunrice,
the mmezzin is heard: “To prayers, to prayers, O
3¢ believers!™  Mustapha translated for us.  IHere
was a selfer of peas, erying: “ O parched peas.
Nuts of love!™ He was a rough fellow but had a
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melloty voice. All these itinerants thfy, or recom-
mend their goods by added words ; thus a girl, with .
cut up sugar-cane in a basket upon - her head, cried:
 Sugar-caves; white sngar-canes,” though the article
was black and blue. The water-carrier, with a full
skin slung over his shoulder, shouted : * God's gift,
limpid water1” A long bearded Copt cried: ¢ 0O
ﬁgs -O believers, figs ! and so.on. When the crowd
is dense in ‘the narrow streets lined by the bazars,
the donkey-boy shouts: O woman, to the left ! orif -
some peddler of goods be in the way, he or she is des-" -
ignated by the article on sale, as: ¢ O oranges, to the
right!” or O eggs, out of the way!” This, which
sounds so odd, is meant in good faith, and answers
the desired purpose. No one calls out in Arabic, ad-
-dressing another, withont prefixing some expletive.
Thus the dealer of sweetmeats drawls out: “In the
name of the Prophet, comfits.” Even the beggar”
says: O Christian, backsheesh ! ™ as he leans upon
a crutch and extends his trembling hand.  If you re-
spond, all is well; if not, your cavs will be nssailed by
a jumble of Arabic, which, if your guide faithfully
translates to you, will probably be fonnd to signify a
hearty wish that Allah may roast your grandfather,
The pyramids of Gizeh are situated about ten
miles from Caivo, and after crossing the Nile by a
remarkable iron bridge, guarded at cither end by
two bronze lions, are reached by a straight level road
lined with well-trimmed {rees. This road terminates
at a rocky platean which serves to give these wonder-
ful structures an elevated site, as well as 1o form 2
natural foundation for the enormons weight of olid
stone 1o be supported. There is always an impor-
tuning group of Arabs here, who live upon the gra-
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tuities obtained from visitors, and they are so persist-
ent as to lead many people to employ them solely for
the purpose of ending their annoyance, These hang-
ers-on assist people to ascend and descend the pyra-
mids for a fived sum, or for a few shillings will run
up and down them like monkeys, On the way be-
tween Cairo and the pyramids, throngh the long alley
of acacias, we passed hundieds of camels bound to the
city, Jaden with green fodder, and newly cut clover,
for stable use in town. They do not employ earts;
the Dacks of camels and donkeys supersede the use
of wheels,

Nothing new can be written about these monn-
ments, Famous and hoary, doting with age, the
pyramids were disappointing to us, —not as to size,
for they are immense. Every one is fanuliar with
the marvclous statisties relating to them. But what
do they really amount to? They sunply shorw, stand-
ing there upon the border of the desert, & vast ag-
gregate of labor performed by compulsion, and only
exhibit the supreme folly of the tnonarchs who thus
vainly strove to erect monuments which should defy
all time and perpetuate their fame. Sy mbols of an-
cient tyraeny and injustice, tears, and death. To-
day not even the names of their founders are known.
There are plausible suppositions enongh about them,
each investigator and writer upon the subject hav-
ing plenty of argument to support his special convie-
tions und theory ; but so far as the simple truth is
coneerned the history of Cheops is much better stand-
ing as a blnk than resting amid a confusion of very
thin speculations.  There is no genius evinead in the
design or execution of the pyramids. Neither art,
taste, nor religion are in any way subsersed by these
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unequaled follies. Nothing could be ruder there is-
no architectural excullence exhibited in them; they
: -are melely enormous piles of stone ; that is absolutely .
Some pronounce them -marv elous evidences of
anc1ent greatness and power.. True; but if it were
desirable, we could build loftier and larger ones in
our day. As they are surely over four ‘thousand
years old we admit that they are venerable, and they
enjoy a certain consideration on that account. In
the religious instinct which led the Buddhists to.
build, at such enormous expensé of time and moncy,
- those cave temples of Elephanta, Ellora, and- Carlee 1
in the idolatrous Hindoo temples of Madura;, Tan-
jore, and Tnchmopoly the shrines of Ceylon, the
pagodas of China, and the rich temples of Nilkko,
one detects an underlying aud elevating sentiment,
grand and reverential iden, in which there may be-
more of truth and acceptable veneration than we can
appreciate ; but in the pyramids we have no expres--
sion of devotion; only an embodiment of personal
vanity, which hesitated at nothing for its gratifica-
‘tion, and which has only proved a total failure,
. The immensity of the desert landscape, and the
absence of any object for comparison, make these
three pyramids seem smaller than they arve, but the’
actual height of the largest, that of Cheops. is nearly
five hundred feet, and it looks to be of that height
when one is far away {rom its base. The fixed object
of the pyramids is still a subject of learned diseus-
sion, as well as by whom they were built.  The the- -
ory that they are royal tombs is gencrally accopied;
and yet have not the mummies of bulls and other
animals been fonnd in them 7 Al record relating to
Cheops is at least very qumhmmble thus history
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runs. It is a pretty and attractive place of four or
five thousand inhabitants, and is a creation of the
last sixteen years. Here we observed gardens filled
with flowers and fruit trees; vegetation being in its
most verdant dress, promotfed by irrigation from the
_neighboring fresh-water canal. The place has broad
macadamized streets, and a capacious central square,
ornamented with large and thrifty trees.. It was
here that the representatives of all nations met on the
ceeasion of the inauguration ceremony on the com-
pletion of De Lesseps’ grand canal. We took o small
mail steamer at Ismailia through the western half of-
the canal to Port Said, which is the Mediterranean
terminus of the great artificial river. It was.a night
trip, but had it been by daylight would have afforded
us no views. We passed onward between two lofty
hills of sand, the sky only visible overhead, and no
vegetation whatever in sight; no birds, no animals,
nothing to vary the monotony, but an oceasional
dredging machine, when we stopped at what are
called watering-stations. The reader needs hardly
o be told that this successful enterprise of cutting a
canal across the Isthmus of Suez has proved a vast
and increasing advantage to the commerce of the
world. Large as it is, and under the best of manage-
ment, it has already proved insuflicient for the busi-
ness which it has ereated, rendering a second paralle]
water-way imperatively necessary, plans for which
are now under consideration. At present, =0 large is
the demand upon its facilities that # blocks ™ and se-
rious delays ave of daily eceurrence.  That thare will
be ample and remunera ative business for {wo canals
is casily demonsirable by the statisties of the original
company, which show a most remarkable annual in-
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ercase. It is o singular fact worthy of mention, that,
with all our modern improtements and progressive
ideas, the Egyptians were centuries before ns in this
plan of shortening the path of commerce between the
East and the West, or, in other words, of connecting
the Ned Sea with that of the Mediterrancan across
the Isthmus and through the Gulf of Suez.

Government engineers determined the difference of
Ievel between the two seas by careful processes, and
the investigation showed that there was hardly a
perceptible variation between the Mediterranean and
the arm of the Indian Ocean formed by the Red
Sea. The same fact has been scientifically settled
regarding the Jsthmus of Panama; while measure-
ments along the Pyrences have established the same
level Letweeh the waters of the Mediterranean and
the Day of Biseay. The traveler in navigating these
several waters cannot but realize an interest n such
impartant physical facts.

The only business of Port Said is that connected
direetly or indirectly with the transshipment of ves-
scls to and from the Red Sea by way of Suez. The
town contains nothing of interest, and is a mero
sandy plain,  The languages spoken are French and
Arabic. There are, counting the floating population,
some cight thousand people here, not more, com-
posed of every possible nationality ; while the social
status is at as low an cbb as it can possibly be. The
region is perfectly barren,— like Egypt nearly every-
where away from the valley of the Nile, which en-
riches an extent of ten or twelse miles on efther side
of its conrce by the annual overflow, te an amount
o s realized without witnessing its effect.

ften suggested iteelf 23 to how eamels,



We
m--;\tt‘ Y !
Do pwo ©
o paving “
Theso

confine® °
§ the cy:
ol W PR
Lhel? aceonnt
L oroved 1@ be
nav-

rioeys 0
ate doct 1
ac CY
e wh



DARRENNTSS OF EGYPT. 217

crease. Tt i3 a singular fact worthy of mention, that,
with all our modern improvements and progressive
ilens, the Loyptians were conturies before us in this
plan of shortening the path of commerce between the
Sast and the West, or, in other words, of connceting
the Red Sea with that of the Mediterrancan agross
the Isthmus and through the Gulf of Suez.

Government engineers determined the difference of
level between the two seas by careful processes, and
the investigation showed that there was hardly a
perceptible variation between the Mediterrancan and
the arm of the Indian Ocean formed by the Red
Sea. The same fact hias been scicntifically settled
regarding the Isthmus of Panama; while measure.
ments along the Pyrences have established the samo v
level Letween the waters of the Mediterranean and
the Bay of Biseay. The traveler in mavigating these
several waters cannot but realize an interest m such
important physical facts.

The only business of Port Said is that conneeted
dircetly or indirectly with the transshipment of ves-
sels to and from the Tted Sea by way of Suez. The
town containg notlung of interest, and is a mere
sandy plain,  The languages spoken are French and
Arabie.  There are, counting the floating populating,
some eight thousand people heie. not more, com-
posed of every possible nationality ; while the social
status is at as low an ebb ns it ean possibly be.  The
region is perfectly barren, — like Lgy pt nearly every-
where away from the valley of the Nile, which en-
riches an extent of ten or twelve miles on vither side
of its course by the annual everflow, to an amonnt
hardly to Le realized without witnessing its «ffect.
The question often suggested iteelf as to how camels,
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‘donkeys, and goats could pick up sufficient nm‘xrislvx-~
ment, outside of this fertile belt; to sustain life.
'lhrough that part of the desert which we passed in
coming - from Suez one looked in vain for any:contin- .
uous sign of vegetation.- A peculiarity of the land -
is the entire absence of woods and forests; henco -
also the absenge of wild beasts, only hyenas, jackals,
and wolves bemg found. Here and there, at: long
intervals, an oasis was observed like a smile break-
ing over the arid face of nature upon which a settled
gloom. rested nearly all the while. Once or twice
there was seen a cluster of solitary palms by a rude
stone wall, hedged in by a little putch of green earth, -
about which a few camels and goats were quenching
their thirst or cropping the scanty herbage. Some

Arabs, in picturesque costumes, lingered hard by.

The tents, pitched in -the background, were of tho

same low, flat-topped, coarse camel’s hair construe-
‘tion as these desert tribes have used for thousands
of years. Such groups formed true Egyptian pie-
tures, which are so often seen delineated on canvas.

- Egypt has only her ruins, her antiquity, her Bib-
lical associations to give her interest with the world
at large. Japan is infinitely to be preferred in any
light of contemplation ; China, even, rivals her in all
natural advantages ; and India is much more invit-.
ing. Im loolunﬂ' at Egypt we must forget her pres-.
ent and recall her past. The real I’m pt is not the

“ vast territory which we shall find laid down by the
geographers, reaching to the Indian Ocean, the ted
Sea, and embracing equatorial regions; it is and was,
even in the days of the Pharaohs and Ptolomies, the
valley of the I\’xle, from the First Cataract to the
Mediterranean Sea, hemmed in by {he Libyau and
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Arabian deserts, From lhence came to the rest of
the world 50 much of art, science, and plilosophy ;
and here were bnilt these time-defying monuments
which to-day challenge the wonder of the world,

The native Egyptian, the fellah, he who tills the
soil, who cultivates by irrigation and gathers the rich
erops of the valley, is of o fine and industrious race,
well-built, broad-chested, and always of lithe frame,
nltogether n fine looking and vigorous figure. e
has a manly, oval face, a broad brow, and a bronzed
complexion, with brilliant eyes, fine teeth, and nat-
urally luxuriant beard. 1le is the same figure his
ancestors wete six thousand years ago, as represented
on the tombs and temples of Thebes, and on the
slabs of Gizeh in the Museum at Cairo. He still
performs his work in the nineteenth century just as
hie did before the days of Moses, seattering the seed
and working the shadoof. He is little scen in the
cities; his place is in tho field: there ho lives and
thrives, Though his native land has found such
various masters in Greek and Roman, Awab and
Turk, he has never lost his individuality., e has
cver been, and is to-day, the same historic Layptian,
If he were a horse in place of a man, we should say
of him that ho was of & pure, uncontaminated Lreed.
The women when young are very handsome, Lieauty
being the first present Nature gives them and the
first she takes away., They are exquiite in form,
and with a most graceful gait, common to nearly all
Eastern women, who, from clildhood, earry jars of
water apon their heads, thes inducing the perfec-
tion of evrringe. Tt made us feel ahinost angry to seo
them tattooed, their nostrils and ears pierced with
rings, and awkwardly bedecked with cheap jowelry,
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tures, many of which are architecturally noticeable;
fronting thoroughfares of good width, well-paved, and
in fine order, an aspect of cleanliness and freshness
pervading everything.

Few countries bave known sa many changes among
their rulers us has this Mediterranean island. Pheeni-
cians, Greeks, Carthaginians, Romans, Goths, and
Arabs suceeeded cach other before our era, followed
by German, Freneh, Spanish, and Englisk rulers.
During thie sovereignty of the Grand Masters it suf- |
fered the cursc of the Inquisition, until the Knights
were deposed by the French, and that hateful and
bloody agent of the Romish Clurch was expelled.
Not more lieterogencous are the nationalities under
which the island has been held than is the character
of its dialects; indeed, we have never seen written
Maltese, which, as spoken by the populace, is a mix-
ture of Arabic and Eastern dialects. Italian, French,
and English are equally in use, but the latter, being
now the official tongue, takes precedence among the
educated classes.

The garrison is formed of some three or four thou-
rand Brtish troops. Many of the streets run up the
steep hill-side on which the town stands, and aro
flanked by broad stone steps for foot passengers, the
roadway being quite inaccessible for vehicles. The
principal thoroughfare is the Strada Reale, nemly a
mile long, flanked by fine and attractive stores, shops
displaying choice fancy goods, jewelry, silks, and
laces; also by dwelling-houses and hotels; in short,
forming a busy and handsome boulevard. All the
dwelling-houses over ths stores are ornamented by
pleasant iton haleonies, where the residents can sit
and enjoy the cool evening breezes after the hot days
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that linger about Malta nearly all the year round,
It was observed that the town was lighted by a com-
plete gas system. There is a large and. imposing
stone opera house, of fine architectural aspeet, orni-
 mented with Corinthian columns, a wide portico, and
broad steps leading up to the same. A visit to the
Church of St. Johu was very interesting. It was -
_built a little over three hundred years sinece by the
Knights, wholavished large sums of money npon its
erection and elaborate ornamentation. - Statnmy and -
paintings of rarve merit abound within its wualls, and
gold and silver ornaments render the altar a work of .
great aggregate value. The entire roof of the chureh,
which is divided into zones, is admirably painted by
figures of such proportions as to look of life size from
the, floor, representing prominent Scriptural scenes.
The excellence, finish, and naturalnéss of the figures
challenged special attention; it was diflicult not to
believe them to be in bas-relief. On ingquiring as
to their authorship, we were told that they were the
workk of Mattia Preli, an enthusiastic artist, who
spent his life in this adornment, refusing all remuner-
ation for his labor, content to live fnw dly that he
‘might thus exemplify his art and his devotion. e
certainly excelled any artist with whom we are acs
quainted in causing figures painted on u flat surface
to appear to the spectator far below them to stand
out with statnesque effect. In this Chureh of St.
John, the Knights seemed to have vied with each
other in Addmrr to its ornaments and its {reasures,

so that the m)h marbles, bas-reliefs, and mozuies ave
almost confusing in their abundance. The floor is
closely- oummvntvd with inlaid marble <labs, whielt’
cover the tombs of the most distinguished Kuights of
the order of St. John.
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The famous Dome of Mosta, a hamlet some three
or four miles from Valetty, was pointed out to us, It
scems curious that this village church should be
erowned by n dome larger than that of the Pantheon
or St. Peter’s, but such is the fact. It is built of the
yellow stone of which the whols island consists. We
did not visit Mosta, but were told that it was a
small and miserable place. The story of the charch
is this: An ancient edifice of the same charncter
stood upon the spot, but a new one of larger dimen-
sions was needed to accommodate the people. It was
essential that it should be on the same site, but the
old one could not be removed until the new one was
ready. To meet this difficulty the modern structure
was built over the old one, and so this remarkable
dome was erected without scaffolding within, Its
proportions did not scem particularly fine, but the
size is most remarkable. It may be mentioned, how-
ever, that Malta Las some ten or more beautifnlly-
formed domes, looming up into the azure which hangs
over the Mediterranean.

We were told that snow is not known in Malta,
but that ico sometimes forms during the coldest nights
of winter, though only in thin layers, the climate ap-
pearing to be very similar to that of southern Italy.
It was early in Mareh, but the trees were in full
bloom, and a pleasant appreciation las led the citi-
zens to plant and cultivate fruit trees and flowers in
abundance.  Among the fragrant blossoms, quick to
catch the eye, were those of the peach, pear, orange,
and apple.  Indecd, Valetta scemed to be clothed in
blossonis, and in the ease of the orange-trees the ripe
fruit was also to be seen in rich yellow plumpness,
There must be a prevailing refinement of taste in this
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island eity, otherwise the abundance of flowers offered
on the Strada Reale wonld not find purchasers. Sev-
eral kiosks were observed erccted along the main
thoroughfare, whose occupants were busy m'ﬂ\mn up
button-hole bougquets, as well as arranging larger ones
in picturesque combinations. There is a place near
the harbor named Casal Attand, that is, the * Villuge
of Roses.” Casal, in Maltese, signifies villoge; and
there 1s also Casal Luea, the <\, 1Ilnwe of Popx arsy
and still another, Casal Zebbug, the “ Village of
Olives.” A simple but very appropriate system of
nomenclature.

There are three islands in the Malta group : Malia,
Gozo, and Comino, the two latter being so small as
to be of comparatively litile importance, and the et
cumference of the whole, judging by the scale of the
maps, must be less than o hundred miles.  The trade
of the place is small, though it exports some fruits,
olives, and laces. the lattera :peci:ﬂ'rv Visitors al
ways leave more or less money in exchange for smail
mementos of the island. and thus aid in {he support
of the various fancy goods stores, photograph. and
jewelry shops on the Strada Re ale. The Palace of
the Grand Knights of Malta, whose intervesting stor
has so long entered into history and romanee. is the
most inviting object to the traveler, — in its asancin-
tions quite as interesting as any madern palace. rne
enters the lofty corridors with a thvng of historieal
recollections crowding upon the memors, Tt is a
large stone building, rather imposing in its exterioyg,
:mri within is divided into roomy vestibules, pict-
ure-galleries, hanqueting ball, ball of Justisel hudl of
couneil, chapl, and several other stare wpartmaents
The council chamber is hung in Gobelin tape-try of
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great original cost and beauty, imported from Franeo

neatly three centuries ago. These remarkable hang-

ings are crowded with colossal figures representing

seenes in India, Aftica, Europe,and America, in the

latter of which were some manifest crudities. The”
whole is in a singulaily good state of preservation,

both as regards color and texture.

The Armory of the Knights is a large ball in the
sime building, wherein is preserved the armor and
weapons as worn by them in actual service, besides
specimens of guns and cannon of very peculiar mech-
anism. Ilere, too, is an interesting seties of por-
traits, representing the various Grand Masters of the
ovder of St. John. Some of the fire-arms challenge
attention, fiom the fact that they so closely resemble
designs and samples to be scen in Venice, showing
that the principle of the modern revelver was born
and partially carried out centuries before the ingeni-
ous American, Colonel Colt, perfected u weapon which
hias since Lecome universal. The same remark will
apply to the principle of breech-loading fire - arms,

" examples of which may here be seen three hundred
years old.  One very singular cannon was observed,
actually made from closely woven rope, 50 strang and
compact as to be capable of bearing a discharge with
gunpowder, and which Lad once seen serviee in bat-
tle. The rusty old lances, broken spears, and dimmed
sword-blades, hanging on the walls, shadowed by tho
tattered remnants of battleflags bearing the bloody
marks of contests in which they had taken part, were
silent but suggestive tokens of the Crusades.  Thero
a1e many relies preserved in this hall besides the
weapons und armor, consisting of written documents
and illumined books; indeed, the place is a veritable
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museam in 1tself thourrh cont’unlufr nothum exee ]
-such. mementos as lehte to the lustm} of this mo
ancient and long - sustained order of Knights of il
Chureh. This, hall is sure to remind the \‘1sxt01 of i
"Tower of London.

We strolled through the elaborate divisions of I‘m
St. Angelo, which has existed as a fortification fc
- a thousand years, and from its overhanging Dbattls
ments obtained a pleasing and comprehensw vien
of the island and its surroundings. Malia, like Gil
raltar and Aden, is principally important as a fo
tified station, and from this oceupation derives it
main support. The system of armament and th
garrison here maintained are complete and effective
The lofty. fort upon which we stood is very command
ing, in a military point of view, as well as affording
a grand prospect. Valetta lay far below ug, mil
its wlute buildings and thrilty, business-like aspoct
its many blossc)mmg trees giving bits of delicals
color here and there. DBoth harbors, with thei
crowded shipping and many stately warehouses, wew
in view. In Great Harbor there floated three frown
ing, black-hulled, iron-clad monsters, whose operx
ports and protruding cannon showed their warlike
purpose. At intervals the strains of a marine band
came from on board one of them.

The blue Mediterranean strofched far away to the
horizon, dotted here and there by the picturesque
maritime rig of these waters, its plicid surface, now
- sevene and quiet, radiating the afternnon light like
~liguid sapphire, A mnmd of row-hoats shint Imiw
and thither over the waters of the inner havbor,
painted and emblazoned afier the gaudy Multess
fashion. One or two long lines of durk, curling
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CHAPTER X,

Vorage through the Mediterranean. — Gibraltar on Sund: ay, — B, 10-
tiful Alameda ~— Visit to the Famous Fortress, — Wild Monkays,
~ Cannon and Flowers, — Tangier. ~ Morocco, — Straits of Gib-
raltar. — A Moorish City of '1‘0 day. — Local Secencs, — A Private
Museum — The Governor’s Palace.— Rusty Keys, —The Typieal
Moor. — The Slave Market., — Oriental Tableaux, — Visit to Wash-
ington Mount. — A Cup of Moorish Coffee. — From Gibraltar to
Malaga. —~ Spam ~ The City of Raisivs and Sweet Wine.

THD sonorous puff of the steam-winch told us that
the anchor had already parted from its hold of the
‘land, the ship glided slowly throngh the deep waters
like a huge sea-monster, the tremulous vibration of
the hull caused by the regular plunge of the screw
was vesumed, and we laid our course once more west-
ward. A gale of wind welcomed us back to the sea,
and the heavy weather forced the ship on a southerly
“course. In our passage from Malta to Gibraliar 2
distance of abont a thoustud miles, we sighted the
shores of Africa, the headlands of Tripoli, and the
coast of Morocco, reaching our port of destination at
last, prepared to testily to the treacherous and rest
less nature of this great inland sea.

We landed at Gibraltar on Sunday, March Tlth,
and in our walk from the shore to the quaint old fave
ern known as the Ixmfrq Arms, — combining much
comfort with its dmrrmew.«m\w found the day was
but partially observ vd as one of rest. The stores were
mostly open, and the numevous bar-rooms netiesably
so, after the usual style in Roman Ca umm eonntries,
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severity, so much as the certainty of pnnishment,:
which causes the reckless and abandoned clement of -
society to Tespect good and wholesome laws. Pun-
- ishment of crime is swift and sure at Gibraltar,

The military, warlike aspect of everything is par-
tially relieved by a very spacious public garden and
promenade combined, located at that portion of the
place known as Europa Point, just outside the gates
of the city proper on the seaward side. These gar-
~“dens being upon a sloping hill -side are terraced, or
divided into three plains, about which are planted,
with regularity, a variety of fine and thrifty trees, as
well as many beautiful flowers,- the whole forming
a charming Alameda. The broad graveled paths are
bordered by sweet-scented geraniums, the searlet and -
pink growing wild ; verbenas, coronella, and roses of -
many species, mingle artistically with the statues
and fountains interspersed about the grounds. ‘Lo
all of this, just across a stretch of blue water, Africa
forms a background. The wilitary band plays here
once ‘or twice each week, adding to the natural at-
tractions of the spot; but there is such an almost en-,
tire absence of social life, or refined society at the
rock, that we imagine few people, except children
and nurses, improve the advantages of the Alameda.
A walk throngh the principal street, known as Wia-
terport Street, lined with low drinking plices, tav-
erns, or lodging-houses, junk stoves, and cigar shops, -
would not lead one to expeet the populution to be
of the sort to appreciate good music, or to enjoy o
quiet promenade in wellkept grounds, OF cowrse
there are exceptions to this deduction, and there are
a few delightful people, apprecintive and coltured,’
at Gibraltar;. bubt it must scem like being buried



‘TIIE FORTIFICATIONS AT GIBRALTAR. 291

alive to mulke one’s residence in such an unattractive
place.

Throngh the kind aseistance of the American Con-
sul we obtained a special permit to visit the fortifi-
cations, particularly of that portion which forms the
Jofty and impregnuble citadel. Tt is dificnlt to de-
cide in this most remarkable fortress whether nature
or art has done the most to render it what it seems
absolutely to be, impregnable, — the strongest citadel
in the world. The improvements in modern gunuery
have lately cansed important additions and altera-
tions to be made. A hundred-ton gun was landed
fresh from England whsle we were at the rock, One
natural cave which wag visited, in the system of forti-
fied apaitments, with port-holes commanding a broad
sweep, was large enouglt to contain a regiment of sol-
diers; and the entire rock, fifteen hundred feet high,
seems honey-combed with small connected caves, sup-
plied with cannon commanding all approaches, by,
land or sea. We asked the officer who accompanied
us how it would be possible for men to work these
heavy guns in such cirenmseribed space as character-
ized many of the galleries. % Why?” he asked in
turn. ¢ Beeause,” we added, “ of the conenssion, re-
verberation, and the density of accumulated smoke.”
Ile smiled, and replied: * There is something in
that!™  The fact is, the deafening retvchoing of
sound wounld proye fatsl to gunners in a very short
time, if suffocation itself did not ensue. We twere
told that all 1ecently constracted batteries at the
rock are’left open to the sky, which would seem
to indieate that the government enginecrs recognize
these simple facts,

The largest cave, called St. Michael's, is eleven
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hundred feet above the sea level, with Iofty halls
sixty feet high and two or three hundred fect lotis,
Heére many fossﬂ human remains have been fnuml
from time to time. The forbress. is constantly =o
provisioned with stores, and such arrangements are
perfected for a water suoph that with but a few
da}s nay, possibly a few hour’s nolxce, it could be
put in a condition to withstand a year's siege. Don-
keys were employed to ascend the steep mwd winding
path which leads to the top of the lookout station,
for it is a tedious climb. Wherever soil could get
holding place upon the face of the cliff, wild flowers
had bul st forth and were thriving after their own
Jlovely fashion, Here were daturas and daphnes
mingled with heliotrope ; the latler so overgrown as
to be a small tree rather than a shrub, ‘*;tunpxng
down to gather some of these, we looked into a ean-
non's mouth, a sereened battery. —sercened by helio-
trope and blooming heath! TFurther up we came
upon the face of the rock looking towards the south-
east, where the wild monkeys claim undisputed jios-
session: their home for centuries past. They arve
quite a recognized institution here, though they nimst
be satisfied with very frugal fave, the stunted vegota-
tion affording but small varicty, It may he doubted
if they are very gentle or amiable ereatures ; for when
it was discovered that they were becoming gradually
extinet a few years ago, some were impovted from
Afriea to recruit their numbers; hut no seoner were
the foreigners let loose near thv rpot than the Gib-
raltav monkm s resisted the infrusion, .md sotn kifled
cvery one of the new-comers.
On the north side of the rock we visited some half-
artificial, half - natwral galleries, from whenee scores
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of grim muzzled guns of heavy calibre command the
Neuntral Ground, which, so far as England controls it,
is also entirely undermined, ready to be sprung upon
the approach of an enemy on the land side. On our
winding way to the summit, or signal station, we
often found the path lined with asphodel and palmi-
tos, while at the very top, where the signal sergeant
hias o small house, was a pretty sheltered garden of
pansies, tulips, pioks, and roses, dantily artanged by
some woman’s hand. The remarkable view from this
elevation was of vast extent, and truly magnificent;
especinlly to seaward, where the straits were plenti-
fully sprinkled with the white wings of commerce, full-
rigged ships assuming the proportions of sea-gulls, and
stenmers only visible by the dark line of smoke trail-
ing in their wake. At the foot of the rock, on the
Spanish side, lay the town, a thick mass of yellow,
white, and red houses; and nesthing near the shore
was quite a fleet of shipping, looking like maritime
toys. The mountain ranges of Centa and Andalusia,
on opposite continents, were mingled with soft, over-
shadowing elonds, while over our heads was a glori-
ous dome of turquoise blue such as no temple reared
by man could imitate.

Oneof the few fragments of antiguity, which meets
the eye of the touxist at Gibialtar, is the remains of
the ancient Moorish castle located on the west side,
about half way up the steep acclivity of the fortificn-
tions. A ecrumbling wall extends, after a crooked
fashion, down from the main structure towards the

shore. Where everything else isson®  ~ 7 orderly,
this famous remnant of the b _seems”
strangely out of place; but it w T sitive

sacrilege to remove it. It has st blo.-



296 - DUE WEST.

Now we meet a wild, tawny Arab, a s tmrrrrlmr* son
“of the desert, his striped abba, or white bomnons,'
‘hanging in graceful folds about his straight figure;
and nowa N ubmu with only a waisteloth. J ews with
dark blue caftans and red sashes; and Jewesses in
bright purple silk, with uncovered, handsome faces.
Hele and there is seen a Maltese or Portuguese sailor,
biding on account of some crime by which De has
Outmged the laws on the opposite continent. The
Jews, though numerous, are hated and oppressed, be-
ing the descendants of those exiled from Lurope in
the Middle Ages. The variety of races which one
meets in these contracted passage-ways is curigus,
represented by faces yellow, bronze, white, and bl; el
Add to all the crowd of donkey-boys, camels; goate,
- and street peddlers, erying, bleating, blustm-ing, and
braying, and you have a modern. Babiel of sights aud
sounds such as greet the stranger in the stteets of
this Moorish szplml

After strolling for a while thrangh the steep,
ill- paved lanes, hich were a pu‘fect, expogition of
crookedness, we were brought by our guide to the
house of the Belgian Consul, a eurions structure in
the Moorish style, more of a museum than a dwell-
ing-house. - Iere the resident official, whe has long
filled the post, has gathered about him a collestion
‘of articles, antique and modern; but all rr-prr%nxﬁ:s-
tive of Morocco and ifs surrounding connfries.  The
collection was of warlike arms of oIl sorts, damestic
implaments, armor. dress ornaments of bidh eexes
saddlery, pipes, rude native pletures, precions siages,
and the like; the whole Inrming o speeinl histotiend
reeord which would be highly valuable in auy Mo

vopean centre. It is surprizing, when one imdulgrs
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‘their long and weary journey. Tt was a strdung
scene, wlnch an’ aitist would have traveled far to-
sketéh, lying under a warm, hazy, atmospherie cover-
ing, so peculiar to Bgypt and Africa, with the rough,
red stone walls of the city for a background, and the
“arched Moorish gateway at the side. Heve and there” -
were to be seen dapple- -gray horses of unmistakable =
Arab breed, animals which any rich Eunropean would
have been proud toown. In one instanée, sceing a
fine full-bred mare and her foal lying down amid &
family group, the children absolutely between the
mother’s legs, who was untethered, and the colt also-
_extended on the ground with them, at our request
the guide asked of the sober old Arab, who sat cross-
legged, smoking by the entrance of the tent, what he
would sell us the horse and colt for. * Tell your
chief,” was his answer, “ there is not enongh money
coined to purchase them.”  This was a good and in-
dependent response. ¢ But,” added the guide, *he
will sell youn his wife, or any of the children ! YWe
were contented with purchasing some fresh dates
from an itinerant, who cried them in good, sonovons
* Avabie, ¢ O dates, in the name of the 1’1‘:)})1\&1’ and
gob mosk iniquitously cheated, both in guality and in -
‘price, according to the guide. ‘
At sanrise, on the morning following our arrival,
mules were ready at the door, and we started ofi,
Janghing merrily over the ernde suddlery and other
unfoward fittings of the animals.  Ladies” side-sml.
dles are yet a myth in dorocco,  We were bonnd
for Waushington ‘\fmmt, a leagua or two oulsile tho
mt} walls, where the American Ministor, several for
cign consuls, and a few rich merchants of Lmnpc W
birth make their homes, in handsome modein villwy,
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gurronnded by perennial gardens and orchards. The
vegetation was often so rank as to ‘overhang the
narrow and steep roads up which we wended our way.
They were so thick with agave and prickly pear, that
we could hardly keep npright in the saddle. The fre-
foil, honeysuckle, myrtle, and white convolyulus grew
in rank profusion, with oceasional pale pink, single-
leaved roses. Over the hedges in the private grounds,
though it was early in March, we saw the orange-trees
and pomegranates, the former lader with large, yel-
low fruit, and the latter blushing erimson with flow-
ers among companion palms, figs, and olives, On the
way through the meadow, before coming to the as-
cent, the ground was enameled with a pale blue daisy,
which the guide told us was perennial here. After
an hour’s ride, emerging upon the ngh, open platean,
there burst upon our eyes a most enchanting view.
The far-reaching waters of the Mediterranean seemed
to surround the land upon which we were. Looking
off towards the Spanish coast, a few white sails inter-
vened to give character to the maritime scene; while
a large steamship was making the passage of the
straits, leaving behind her a long line of dense smoke.
How suggestive was that expanse of waters, the most
interesting of all known seas: its shores hallowed by
associations connected with the entire progress of civ.
ilization ; the cradle, as it has been aptly called, of
the human race, the battle-field of the world, and
still the connecting link between Europe, Asia, and
Africa.

All around us, upon the sloping hill -side, were
delightful villas, painted in bright colors, and * 1f
buried in thrifty foliage, each located in
phere redolent of fruits and flowers; *
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is Judge and executor of laws which em*m'xte solely
_ from -himself. Taxation is so heavy as to amount to
‘prohibition in many departments of cnter prise. All
-exportation is hampered, agriculture heavily loaded
*. with taxation, and only so far pursued as to supply
.the barest necessities of life. Manufacture is where
it was centuries ago, and is performed with the same
primitive tools. The printing - press is unknown.
There are no books; the Janguage itself is such u
mixture of tongues and so corr uptud as to have hardly
a distinetive e\_lstence. The power of the sultan sucks
the life-blood out of the people, who obey the local
sheikhs; above them are the cadis, controlling prov-
~inces; and still higher the pashas, who ave necount-
able only to the sultan. And yet the Berbers, so-
called, who form the basis of the native population,
" outnumbering the Moors, Arabs, Jews, and Nugroes,
and who live mostly in the nearly inaceessible moun-
tains of the Atlas, are so independent, savage, und
turbulent, as to nearly defy the imperial authority,
yielding only so far to its control as they deem ad-
vantageous to themselves, The Arabs occupy the
plains and are nomadic; the Moors possess the wealth
of the land and confrol most hmnchc% of trade,
making their homes in the cities, and are the divech
descendants of the Moors. of Spain.  Strauge there
should be such o spirit of detestution existing io-
wards every idea associated with civilized und Chris-
tian life, but so it is at Tangier.
From Gibraltar to Malaga by sea is less thun a
hundred miles eastward ahmv the const. We eme
barked on board the I n«rhsh steamer Cndiz. For-
tunately the {rip-is a short. one, for the beat wie

"

filthy, and had just been tramsporting cattle from
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that nearly nine tenths of the forty thousand butts of
sweet wine, sold here for foreign use mumnﬂj, were
exported to the United States. On the whole, wa
were agreeably disappointed at the thrifty and busi.
ness-like aspect of the city. There are no picture-
galleries or art treasures to examine; but the people
of new localities are always an interesting study, and
the shops were decidedly the best we had seen sinco
we left America.  There is a grand eathedral, which .
is considered almost the only place worth exhibiting
to strangers. It is of rather modern date, having
been commenced in 1528, and is of mixed style, its
facade constituting almost its only feature of remark-
able beauty.

The old Moorish castle, crowning the seaward’
heights, has been converted info a modern fortress,
and is well worth visiting for the superb view to bo
obtained from the battlements, Yew people now
come to Malaga except for a special purpose. In a
sanitary point of view, as a resort for consumptives,
it has long enjoved a reputation which it certainly
does not merit to-day, whatever it may have done in
the past.  First, it is much too cold and damp for
delieate lnngs. Again, it has not ouo comfart or
social attraction to interest the visitor in wearch of.
health, Moreover, its sewerage is shameflnlly defee-
tive, Indeed, in the older parts of the town, the sor
face gutters receive amd convey all the aceumulnted
filth, so that the atmosphere s wiost unfavorably o
fluenced.  The published mortuary siatistics huve
been unfairly given, as the mortality s avger in puas
centage than in any other part of Spaiv. which, as n
rule, is far from possessing o lealthy cliwate, Wo
doubt if physicians any longer udvise their pationts
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to resort thither, certainly they would not do so if
possessed of personal experience of the place.

The present population is a little over a hundred
and twenty thousand, and is made up of a commu-
nity of more than average respectability, though it
would appear that there is an unreasonable percen-
tage of beggars to be met with. In and about the
.cathedral of Santa Barbara the visitor finds this nui-
sance extremely annoying. DMalaga has one of the
largest bull-rings to be found in Spain. We were
shown all over its various offices with evident pride
on the part of the custodian. All contingencies,
are here provided for. One apartment, with the
necessary appliances, is arranged as a surgery, so
that if the picadors, chulos, or matadores (bull-
fighters) be any of them seriously wounded, the sur-
geon, who is always in attendance, can at once pro-
ceed to business. Another large apartment is fitted
up as a Roman Catholic chapel. If any of the bull-
fighters are fatally injured and about to dre, here
the priest, as regular an attendant as the surgeon,
can administer the last rite, shrive the sufferer of all
sin, and start him on hig trinmphant way to other,
and, it is to be hoped, happier hunting-grounds. At
the bullring the populaze, to the number of from
fourteen to fifteen thousand, assemble nearly every
Sabbath during the season, to witness this most cruel
of all sports. No seat is left unoccupied, and, as we
were informed, the day before the exhibition tickets
are nearly always sold at a premium. The devotion
of the Spaniards to this national sport is universal,
from the grandee fo the peasant. DMore than once
has the attermpt been made by the throne to bring
the cruel business into disrepute, but it has been
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found unavailing. The taste is too deeply rooted in
the masses of the people. We were told subsequently;
at Madrid, that an attempt to suppress the bull-fights
in Spain would be more likely to lead to a revolution
than would the most stringent politieal measure that
could be named. "The cry of the mob is © Bread and
bulls,” which is very significint to those who have
studied Spanish character.

The Euglish cemetery, laid out upon a terraced
hill-side just out of the city borders and overlooking
the barbor, is a very interesting resort, admirably
kept and appropriately ornamented with choice trecs,
shrubs, and flowers, tropically luxuriunt from ity
southern exposure. In the squares, streets, and mar-
ket places of Malaga, women sat ench morning weav-
ing fresh-cut flowers, fragrant clusters of rese-buds,
mignonette, paunsies, violets, and geraninms, pretiy
little clusters of which they sold for about one shil-
ling, and found ready purchasers, One may be surs
there is always a refined element in the loeality,
whether otherwise visible or not, where such an ap-
preciation as this is manifested. The bnll-fight may
thrive; the populace may be, as they often ave in
Malaga, riotous and mischievous; education may be
at a very low ebb, art almost entirely neglected; but
where a love of nature, as evineed in the appreeiation
of beautiful flowers, is to be found, there is still ex-
tant on the popular heart the half-cffuced imuge of
its Maker,

The Spanish heart is by no memns all bad. - Tt
the bullfight fosters a spirit of ernelty amony the
masses no one can doubd, and that eruelty i+ chur-
acteristic of the Catulan ruce is also oniy too well
known. No other people would tolerate such erurlty g
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and that it is a disgrace to the nineteenth century
every intelligent person outside of Spain will admit.

It is a very interesting fact, but seldom realized,
that Spain in the time of Julius Ceesar contained
nearly cighty millions of inbabitants, but to-day it
has less than eighteen millions, In glancing at the
map it will be perceived that Span is a very lnige
country, comprising nearly the whole of the southern
peninsula of Europe (Portugal being confined to a
small space), and extending north and south over six
hundred miles. Itis about double the size of Great
Britain, and is rich in every known mineial, though
she is poor enough in the necessary energy and en-
terprise requisite to improve her extiaordmary possi-
bilities. In many sections of the country great nat-
ural fertility is apparent, but nature has to perform
the lion’s share of the work. We were told by intel-
ligent residents that many parts of Andalusia, for
instance, could not be exceeded for rural beanty and
fertility in any part of Europe, though we saw no
satisfactory evidence of this; indeed, what we did
see led to a contrary conclusion. In the environs of
Malaga and the southern province generally, there
are orange, lemon, and olive groves miles in extent;
and the Moors had & poetical saying that this favored
region was diopped from paradise, but there is more
of poetry than truth in the legend. What is re-
quired is good cultivation and skilled agricultural
enterprise. These would develop a different condi-
tion of affairs, and give to legitimate enterprise a 11ch
reward. The sugar-cane, the grape-vine, the fig-tree,
and the productive olive, mingling with the myrtle
and the laurel, gratify the eye in and about the im-
mediate district of Malaga; but as one advances in-
.
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land, the products become natural or wild, enltivation

primitive and only partial; grain fields are sparse, -

~and one is often led to draw disparaging contrasts

_ between this country and those of more ambitions -
and industrious agricultural nations.

While the more practical fraveler is fi Ied m(h n
sense of disappointment at the pauecity of thirift and
vegetation, the poet and the artist will still find
enough to delight the eye and fire the imngination’
in Spmu. The ever ‘transparent atmosphere, “and the
- lovely cloud effects that prevail, are accompaniments
which will hallow the desolate sierras for the avtist
at all seasons. The poet has only to wander among
the former haunts of the exiled Moors, aud view the
crumbling monuments of his luxurions and arlistic
“taste, to be equally absorbed and inspired.
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From Malaga to Granada, — Military Escort. — A Beautiful Valley.
~= A Dream Realized 1 the Albambra - The Moot in Is Glory.
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‘The Moor’s Seat.— The Home of the Gypsies — A Geld Beanng
River.— A Beautiful Residence — Early Home of the Ex-Empress
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able Tomb of Ferdinand and Isabella — French Vandals — The
Cathedral — Precious Relic —The Cartwja — Love of Music.

THE distance from Malaga to Granada is about
seventy miles, but in Spanish style it requires eight
or nine hours to accomplish it. Needless delay is the
rule here, and forms a national infirmity ; but in the
present instance we did not feel in special haste, nor
regret the snail’s pace at which the cars were run, as
the road lay mostly through a very beautiful valley,
lined on either side by high hills extending back un-
til they terminated in lofty, snow-clad ranges. The
contrast between these ice-crowned elevations not
very far away, and the orchards of oranges and lem-
ons in full bearing so near to us, was certainly strik-
ing. The dull, dusty green of the olive orchards, of
which there were more than of-all other trees com-
bined, gave a rather sombre appearance o many
miles of the youte; but the cheerful light verdure
of the occasional grain fields and pastures afforded
relief to the eye.

There were but few people to be seen, quite unlike
Taropean agriewltural districts generaily, where hu-
man life is ever so conspicuons, The cultivated spots
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| seemed to be very far away from the hamlets whenee
the owners must come for field labor.,. It was obvi-
ous that for some strong reason the populaee. sparse
ab best, herd together. There were no 1solated [arm.
- houses or huts. The cultivators must ride or walk
-long distances to reach the field of labor. Perlmpq
mutual- protectlon, as in the olden time, was the .in-
ducing cause of the country people thus keeping to-

gether, and the neeesmty of congregating for mutual -

support in an exigency has by no means entirely

ceased. Now and then the cars would dart suddenly

into a dark tunnel, when we skirted the mountain
sides, to emerge again upon a scene of redoubled sun-
light, for a moment quite tantalizing to the vision, re-
minding one foreibly of some Swiss and Italian roads
"where car-lamps are burned all day. As occasional
bands of brigands appear, and, stopping the trains,
rob the passengers, government kindly complimented

us with an escort of a dozen soldiers, and we were

told that these redoubtable warriors now wccompany
each train, besides which two or threo good-looking

high privates, in neat uniforms, were observed at ench -

of the stations where we stopped, marching up and
down before the train and cying the passengers, as
though they half suspected us of heing banditti in
disguise. It is clear that the administration is en-
delwormn' to render traveling safe throughout the
country, and if they would only render it comfortable

and expeditious at the same time, the reform wanld
commend itself to universal approval. Iunctuality i
not a Spanish word, being neithar p}.mlud nov ul-
derstood from Malaga to Burgos. - Yon tuke your
seat trustingly for some clsy*cm' paint, but when
you will reach it is a profound and subtle mystery

which time 'ﬂono can solve.

4
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Perhaps no one ever read Washington Irving’s de-
scription of the Alhambia without experiencing an
mdent desire to visit Granada, Although that ex-
quisite pen-portrait 1eads more like romance than-
veritable history, yet it is minutely correct and abso-
lutely literal, teeming with loeal color and atmos-
pheric effect like the canvas of a Clande Lorraine or
a Bierstadt. As we approached the ancient city, all
early recollections of the glowing text were revived ;
nor had months of constant travel rendered us so
blas¢ but that an eager anticipation thrilled every
nerve. The train crept slowly along in the twilight
with provoking deliberation, until we were finally de-
posited in the depot of the gray old capital, so inti-
mately connected with the most romantic chapters of
Spanish history. How vividly the days of Ferdinand
and Isabella flashed before the mind’s eye, mingled
with which was the abortive career of Charles V.
Here set the sun of Moorish glory. ‘This was Gra-
nada, and here, close at hand, was that embodiment
of poetry, the Alhambra.

The city once contained over half a million of peo-
Ple, but, to-day it bas searcely sixty thousand, —like
everything else material in Spain, growing smaller by
degrees and beautifully less. After leaving the cen-
tre of the town, we drove some distance until the
ground began fo rise sharply, and we passed throngh
a dense grove of tall elms planted many years ago by
the Duke of Wellington, These trees have grown in
sugh a rank, wild fashion, hung with ivy from the
highest branches to the low intetlacing stems, as to
recall a Singapore jungle or the densely wooded dis-
trict near Jeypore, in India. The trees have never
been trimmed or thinned out since they were planted,
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dark-leaved myrtles, which were bordered by an edg-
ing of box so high and stout of limb that the main
stems were more like trees than shrubs. - The guide
told us they were centuries old. Iere were also
clusters of hawthorn in blossom, and little p:m]mf
. of blue star-like- flowers looking up from the ground
like human eyes, as though having hardly the courage
to assert themselves amid the more pretentious bloow.
* The sun lay warm and lovingly in this fragrait avea
-of the grand old palace, and the air was very soft and
sweet. It was the same scene which had "]..ddened
witehing eyes centuries ago, when the notes of the
Iute mnwled with the caveless, happy voices of the

beauties of the harem,
The guide had twice to summon ns before we left

‘the spot. Then we climbed up the winding, marble
steps, lighted here and there by little ]onp-holo win-
- dows, to a balcony that commanded a view far and
near over the village-dotted plain of Granada, backed.
by the snowy summits of the Sierra Nevada. Tha
city, in all its brown, turreted, and tiled confusion vf
buildings, lay in the foregronnd. The Darroand the
Xenil; joined together,. were seen winding their sil-
very way through. the verdant fields, w Tere broad
pqtches of yellow grain added a thrifty aspeet fo
the view. Quaint little hamlels clustered tognther;
mulberry and olive groves, o tall hay-stack here aml
there, and groups of domestic cattle, enlivened the
whole. It was an exceptionnl picture for h!mu. and
would convey the idea of a well-enltivatied and Hiiv-

ing’ amxcultuml eotntry : bk it wias nntural b

tion, not the hand of industrions Jabor, which wis

here so agrecably ermsenml
One never wearied in wandeving about the olirts



THE ALHAMBRA. 817

and luxurions apartments ; luxurious, not because of
their furniture, for there was none; but because of
what they suggested, for the possibilities they pre-
sented, and the exquisite architectural workmanship
displayed in each detail, and everywhere, It was
like enchantment verified. Nothing seemed too ex-
travagant to the imagination thus stimulated. If we
had suddenly come upon a throng of the dark-eyed
favorites of the harem diaphonously clad, on their
way to the marble baths, with Nubian slaves perfum-
ing their way by burning incense, it would not have
seemed to us at all strange.

Alhambra signifies © Red Castle,” and the vermil-
jon-tinted structure, with its outlying towers, was
thus appropriately named. In the days of its glory
it was half palace, half fortress; indeed, a city within
itself, capable of accommodating quite an army, and
containing within its walls an immense cistern as
a water supply, armories, store-houses, foundries, and
every appliance of a large military cantonment. A
considerable portion of the far-reaching walls are
still extant, as well as the outlying towers; and all
are remarkable for the excellent engineering skill
displayed in their construetion, Under good gener-
alship, and ,properly manned, the place must have
been impregnable to attack with such arms as were
in use at the period of its completion. For a long
time after the expulsion of the Moors, the Castilian
monarchs made it their royal residence, and held high
and regal court within its splendid walls; but they
finally deserted it, and left desolate those unequaled
halls and courts. The place was next infested by a *
lawless community of contrabandists and banditti,
who made it, for a long period, their headquarters,
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dering the comprehensive view very fine, takwg in
ns its foreground both the Albambra and the Gener-
alife. “The visit to the Moor's Seat was not hurried.
Time was taken to impiess the ontspread pieture it
afforded lastingly on the memory, for we could not
reasonably expect to ever bebold it again,

After coming down we 1eviewed the picture gal-
lery of the Genemlife, though hardly a “gallery,”
made up as it is of a series of daubs representing
the kings and queens of Spain, with other members
of the royal family, of some possible historic inter.
est, but otherwise not worth the canvas on-which
they are painted. The gaide was well supplied with
legends about the Genernlife as to the Saltana Zo-
raya and her guilty Abencerrage lover, and so foith;
but we had hstened to one about the tower not far
away, and had so much oceupation for the eyes that
the ems were permitted to rest. All sbow places,
and especially royal palaces, have their romantic leg-
ends: what would guides and guide-books otherwise
amount to? But without exception let it be under-
stood, these stories are a tissue of nonsense, founded
on o modicum of truth, Take as a fair example the
universally accepted Byronic legends of the Bridge
of Sighs at Venice, which Mr. Howells so quietly
but thoroughly explodes by adducing the simplest
historical facts.

Between the Alhambra and the Generalife, but not
in a direct line, were located the headquarters of the
gypsws of Spain, some four or five thousand of whom
live in the rock caves adjoining the eity, wheie the
valley of the Darro affords a warm, sunny shelter.
Uales exenvated in the sloping mountain side fnrm
the homes of this singular and strongly indi }

21
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tropical species, among which we saw dates, . cocoa-
nuts, and figs, in thrifty condition, besides orchards -
of ‘pears; plums, peaches, and apricots.  Miniature
waterfalls, lakes, and rivers, shaded ‘walks, aviaries, "
and many other attractions showed a lavish expendi-
. ture in beautifying the place. The villa itself was
“closed, Madame Calderon ‘being absent in England:
. At the keeper’s lodge we found a Spanish family who
ccarried on a large dairy, the cattle on the estate being -
of the choicest breed, and their management a favor-
ite idea with the mistress of the estate. Butter of
good quality is scarce in Spain. That which was here
produced found a veady muarket at the Washington
Trving Hotel. . . » . ‘
In strolling about the town many spacious squares
. were secn, old palaces, houses in ruins, and deserfed
convents, all in apparent keeping with the general
aspect of this faded and fading old eity. We were
tuken, by our intelligent guide to several not:}Me
localities, and among them to the humble dwelling-
‘house where the ex-empress Fugénic was born, and
where her childhood was passed. .\ congpicaons
tablet set in the fagade of the house makes formal
_ mention of the cireumstance, observing which it was
natural to reeall, in one comprehensive Hzosxg}‘xt, the
strange, romantic, and tragie story of the now childless
- mother and unhonored widow of Chisslhnrst, There
would have been no TFranco-Prassian War but for
her reckless machinations ; the Princa Imperial would
not, in consequence of veverses ﬂu‘s?ch;: int?t!€t£“}s 1“5‘:%';
gone to Zululand to fhrow ¢ WY his Jife; the mm (u:
Europe would not have been changed by tfu‘-‘ ; '.nz:,i -
of Alsace-Lorraine: aud there would prebably bave
been no Republic in France to-day. ‘ .
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There zre same very odd and very anerent Fone
fountains in the dlir, sxppared 1\‘rgrmefque animals
and impossitle fche erected fir Lack in ﬂx? }'egul
days of Fendinazd o3 Tsshella, The sott of faney
which could bave Imdnced these unsristie d{s s
it s diffieult to ecnedive cf: they oxdy equire 2
dragon’s head on & human b:d:v © =oke then guiie
Chinese, The little, nasro, wizimg Kreets reepliad
the older portions of Genoa ard MarseTlas o1 pro-
ple live in them, do busivess there, go skopring, .?3
generally transact the usnal affairs of tows Efe,
though the space between the baildings which lize
these passages is not sufficient to allorw two donkers
to pass each other with londs on their backs, Now
one comes upon 4 broken stone bridge spanning the
Darro ona single broad arch of great sweep, ander
which the noisy river rushes tumeltuously down hif,
and wonders how loag the toppling kouses, whinh
m'erhang the rapids, will maintain thejy el rina,
The rathless finger of Time soems o kave t'o:gigd
eversthing, peglect being only fon manifest every-

o,
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up to tourists and ask for a few cents, sceming to
have no feelmgs of pride or deliency. Travelers

dre looked upon as f’ur game in Spain; and still one
is rather nonplused to be importuned for coppers by
well-dressed strangers, and is apt to conclude thut
sturdy beggars can bear stout denials. Now we come
upon the ruins of a square stone tower, shich an-
ciently formed a portion of the public baths; and
here an-old Arabian gate, arch and battlement still
standing. Near the Alameda another is seen, and
gardens, once connected by a subterrancan passago-
with the distant Alhambra, away on the hill.  Ilere
an arch dnd there a crumbling column, all souvenirs
of the exiled Moor. )

We' visited the Royal Chapel which adjoing the
Cathedral, where the magnificent tomb of Ferdinand
and Isabella is the chiel objeet of interest. The effi-
gies of the two lie side by side, hewn from the marble
in life-like proportions, and vest upon a lofty sarcoph-
agus in front of the great altar. Close by these is
a similar tomb in white marble, representing, in the
same position and style, Joanna and her husband,
Philip of Burgundy. In the vault below were seen
the Iour coflins containing the several bodies of the
voyal dead, the leaden .covering to one of which had
been pried off by French bayonets in search of treqs-
ures supposed to have been buried with the beiy.
But this sacrilegious injury to the easket has heen
carefully repaired. Close at bund, in o corner of this
vault, was seen the metallic coflin which contains the
remains of Prince Miguel of Portugal, — the litte
fellow who was thrown from his pony while riding
in the streets of Granada and killed,  Had this bay
lived fo grow to man's cstate, he would donlitiss
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have united and reigned over both Spain and Por-
tugal. The cathedral, which adjoins the chapel, is
one of the glories of Spain, so to speak, and is a very
grand and noble structure, full of superb workman-
ship, art treasures in oil paintings, and scolpture;
among which are examples from Alonzo Cano and
Torigiano. The architectural effect of the interior
is harmontous and beautiful, and was the work, or
rather design, of Diego de Siloe, whose father was a
famous sculptor, and, if we mistake not, was the au-
thor of that marvelous alabaster tomb at the convent
of Miraflores, in Burgos, This cathedral was finished
three hundred and sixty odd years ago, a year after
the death of Ferdinand, who survived Isabella some
twelve years.

In the sacristy we were shown portraits of Philip
and Joapna, and, in one of the ch'apels, admirable
pictures of Ferdinand and Isabella. The relics in
the sacristy are of special interest. Here we saw the
golden crown of Isabella, and, above all in interest,
the precious box of pure gold from which she sold
her jewels, to purchase an outfit to enable Columbus
to sail on his first voyage to the new world. The bax
is exquisitely engraved, and has a few precions strmes
inlaid upon it: we see no such engrasing nowaders.
It was very heavy, as pure ore alwuys it and vz
some twelve inches long, half as +wifie, and simw
five inches in depth. Tt was impossilile 2wz 7o Few
a thrill of emotion upon islfinz fn owe's Bk 2he
sacred relic. We were 1lso shovnfr zmme svapnd
of Ferdinand, and the roval weepe- =xefet 3
bella. Everything reletingto-thi = qows
queens” is of vitul fnter
Americans. Tt s ghe wh

s
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“an honor to. her sex and the eornerstone of the

_ greatuess of Spain.” We were reminded, while look-
ing upon these precious objeets bLelonging to ihe
king and qucen, of the Bridge of Pinos, which was
pointed out to us on the previous day as the spot
frora whengce Columbus, quite disconraged and broken-
hearted, was recalled by Isabella, after having Leen
denied and dismissed, as both supposed, for the last
time. Itwas at this bridge that the messenger of thie
relenting queen overtook the great Pilot, and bronght
him back to arrange the expedition whieh vesulted
in the discovery of America. We had previously seen
in the Alhambra the Hall of the Ambassadors, where
the queen gave audience to Columbus, and now the
jewel-box served more strongly to emphasize the his-
torical association.

A visit in the environs of the city to a place bear-
ing the Moorish name of Hinadamar should not be
forrrotten. nor should any traveler who finds himself
in Grmmdn negleet to go there. Here we were shown
through the convent known as the Cartuja, which
has been virtually abandoned since monastic rule in
Spain was deposed. It is now in charge of civil
officers of the government, and one service is held
each week in the chapel. It is really wonderful in
the minuteness and splendid finish of ity ornowmenta-
tion, Here is scen an endless amonut of jasper, mur-
ble, ivory, ebony, and tortoise-shell, in the form of
carved and inlaid work, curious beyound description.
Most of these om,\menmtmm, as well ny the paint.
ings, were the work of brothers of the order, who
must have spent half o life-time in their copsumma.
Ction,  The cloisters are snrroundad by o wrstehd
series of lifo-size paintings in freseo of ‘e mystic
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type, also the work of brothers attached to the con-
vent, representing Carthusians tormented by the Eng-
lish in the time of Henry VIII. But here and there
was seen the work of an artistic hand shining out
conspicuously above its surroundings. Apparently
hanging high up on the bare wall of the sacristy
is o large wooden cross, of such statuesque effect,
so perfectly foreshorténed and shaded, that it was
dufficult to believe it to be  painting, however care-
fully examined from the floor. The old sacristan told
us that it was painted by a brother of the order
named "Juan Sanchez Cotan, who certainly had a
painter’s genius and a master's skill with the brush.
Alonzo Cano has here one or two remarkable stat-
uettes in marble, though we think of him rather as a
painter than a sculptor. Some of the large pieces of
variegated marble which form the base work, fonts,
and tables of the chapel, are beautiful examples of
the natural stone as quarried in the neighboring moun-
tains, Indeed, larger, or finer agates cannot be found
in Burope than those which ornament the Cartuja.
In the natural veins of the large marbles the guide
takes pleasure in suggesting likenesses to various ob-
jects, which, when once mentioned, easily form thern-
selves to the imagination, as a wayward fancy some-
times depicts forms in the fieeting clouds at twilight.

There is u dearth of song-birds in Granada, We
heard of, but not from, the nightingales in the sacred
precinets of the Allambra, Perhaps it was not the
favored geason, however, for this purpose. The peo-
pleth 1ves are naturally musical and ic-loving.
Even the street-cries uttered by youthiful and middle-
aged vendors are rendered in such harmonious notes
as to strilke the ear agreeably. This was noticed in
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Malaga, and also claimed our attention here. -On the
road one not infrequently meets some roughly-dressed
muleteer at the head of his string of heavily-laden
‘animals, cavoling forth luscious notes in a fine tenor
voice which a Brigunoli might envy. A taste for
music is born in the people, few of whom arve too
poor to own and play upon a guitar or some musical
instrument. The only difference between Spain and
Ttaly in this -respect is that here one does not recog-
nize the musie, while in Ttaly we usually hear the
strains of some familiar opera. :
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TaE journey from Granada to Cordova covers a
distance of about a hundred and twenty-five miles,
and passes through a comparatively wellcultivated
and interesting country, where the vine, the orange,
and the lemon, together with the universal olive, are
abundant and thrifty. The oil extracted from the
latter product forms & large source of profit to the
southern and middle provinces of Spain. The road,
soon after starting, lay through a sunecession of valleys
and lofty hills, rendering the construction of many
tunnels and viaducts necessary. Occasionally we
came out of one of these tunnels upon a broad prairie-
like plain, where flocks of goats, sheep, and horned
cattle, tended by herdsmen, were stroggling to get a
scanty subsistence from very unpromising fields. Not
infrequently there came into view a pretty white
hamlet of a score of dwellings, dominated by a rude
castellated structure, and a square- towered chureh
surmounted by a cross. Here and there were crumb-
ling strongholds, monuments of the days when the
Moors held sway over the land.



'

332 . DUE WEST.

At last we reached Cordova, where it seemed that
something untoward must surely happen, as we were
driven through the narrow, deserted, cobble - stoned
streets in a hotel ommnibus, the hubs of the wheels
seraping the stone buildings on either side alternately.
Nobody but Moors would have constracted such lanes
and culled them streets, thongh doubtless they aimed
to exclude the intense heat of the sun’s rays. The
neatly white-washed houses, like those in Havana,
have the Jower windows all barred with iron, as if
thc) were so many prisons, and fitted to keep people
in or out, as the occupants might desire. Looking .
about us curiously it was nwtuml to recall the slum-
ber of Rip Van Winkle, and to wonder seriously if
the place was destined ever to wake up. How any
shops afford their proprietors a subsistence here is
a marvel. The few to be seen had but one shutter .
down, the rest being rusty with disuse. There were
a plenty of broad-brimmed hats with priests under
them, a sure crop-in Spain, but scarcely a citizen
was to be seen, or aught else to be noticed, except a
few rusty towers and antique fountains. Everything
seemed impregnated with decay, more desolate than
an actual ruin, because of its moth - eaten vitality,
which left nothing to hope for. Plainly the only life
in Cordova is that imported by curious travelers.
from abroad, who make pilgrimages hither to see its
few historic monuments, and to behold a Hercula-.
neuam above ground.

We looked about us for specimens.of the famous
breed of Cordova horses, of whom poets have sung

_and kings were covetous. There were a few animals

to be seen with fine manes and tails, with" arching
necks and lustrous coats, but their forms would not
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compare with some neglected creatures whose blood
ghowed through dirt and hard usage, at the Slave
Market in Tangier. There may have been noble
ancestors to these Cordova animals a thousand years
ago, but they must bave been crossed with mongrel
races too many times to show good traces to.day,
This is one of the most ancient cities in the coun-
try, baving been the capital of Moorish Spain a thou-
sand years ago. The walls which still surround it
me flanked by octagonal and square towers of Sar-
acenic origin. From the ninth to the twelfth cen-
tury it boasted a million inhabitants, and we read of
its public library which contained six hundred thon-
sand volumes. The present population cannot exceed
forty or fifty thousand. Is it possible that this was
once the largest city in the western world, — once ﬂ]e
dentre of European civilization? So at leay bisto
informs ws. Not even one foundation of its t’w;-a
hundred mosques can be found today. Sene::a 233
Lucan were born here before the time of Clrist, 203
the guide rehearsed with voloble fadlity some other
high-sounding names of historiec fame who Tere ::?»
tives of the p]ace, bot who were grive m

to us. When we pmntei howerer 30 the trnd
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: -substantlal st111 Romans, Moors, and Spanlards have
fiercely battled at its entrances, the tide of victory
and of defeat sweeping again and again across its
roadway, which has many times been made slippery
with homan blood. How often has it witnessed
royal pageants, ecclesiastical parades, murderous per-
sonal- conflicts, and- how' often been the rendezvouns
of lovers and of whispering groups of conspirators,
Here have been enacted many vivid scenes in the
lIong line of centuries. What a volume might that
old bridge furnish of history and of romance! Dur-
ing our brief stay this spot was a favorite resort, usu-
ally supplementing our visits to the cathedral, which
is near at hand. Leaning over its stone barriers; we
watched the rapid stream which doubtless flows on
just -as it has done for twenty. centuries. Palaces
temples, towers, and shrines crumble, nations rise
and fall, but the Guadalquivir still flows on. Just
below the bridge, perhaps fifty yards away, are the
ruins of an ancient Moorish gust—mlll of stone, form-
ing a strikingly picturesque obJect in its- shatteled
~condition, amid the foaming rapids.

We visited a museum of antiquities, but it was
in a dark, inappropriate building, gloomy and cob-
webby, smothered in dust and obscurity; so out of
" the way, indeed, that it was difficult-to find, and our.
guide was obliged to inquire where the institution
was! The traveler may conscientiously omit a visit
to the blind alley which contains thie Museum of
Antiquities at Cordova. The guide, by the way, we
found much more intent upon selling us Spanish lace
than anxious to impart desirable loca.l information:
To be a good guide; as Izaak- Walton says of anglels'
and poets, -2 man must be born so. o
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The one great and nearly unrivaled interest of
Cordova is its cathedral, an architectural wonder,
evected some sixteen centuries since, and hallowed
by age and historical associations, Beautiful are its
still remaining thousand and one intericr supporting
columns, composed of porphyry, jasper, granite, ala-
baster, verd-antique, and marble of various colors.
Think of that vandal Charles V. destroying two
hundred of them': he who was capable of tearing
down a portion of the Alhambra to make room for
his barrack of a palace! Each of the columns up-
holds a small pilaster, and between them is a horse-
shoe arch, no two columns being precisely alike, —
as they came from Greece, Rome, Constantinople,
Damascus, Africa, and some are said to bave come
fiom the Temple at Jerusalem, as also from Pestum
and Cumee. All the then known world was put
under contribution to furnish this wonderful temple.
The great mosque was changed into a cathedral
after the expulsion of the Arabs; but a large por-
tion of the interior is untouched, and remains as it
was when the caliphs worshiped here. We felt op-
pressed by a sensation of gloom wandering amid the
dark forest of pillars. It is, and always will be, a
mosque, as characteristic and typical as the most
marked shrine in the East. The Holy of Holies, as
sacred to the Spanish Arabians’ as 3Mecca to those of
the East, has been preserved intact, and is by far the
most interesting portion of tbe structure. Here all
the original lace-like ornamentation is entirely un-

* disturbed, and looks as though it were a hall taken
bodily out of the Alhambra. The Moslem pilgrims
from far' and near came to this zpst, and walked
seven times round it, the marble pavement being
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~visibly worn by the bare knees of devout Mussul-.
mans.” | . ‘ :
~ Just outside of this large alcove, which is very,'
- similar to a side chapel in a modern cathedral, there
was pointed out to us the finest piece of mosaic in
. the world. It originally came’ from Constantinople,
and .was the gift of the Emperor Romanus IT. T
contains, in accordance with the Moslein faith, no
representation of any living thing; but is perfection
in its graceful vines, leaves, and seroll work. The
deep glowing colors, erimson and green dominating,
are as- bright ‘to-day as when it first came, perhaps °
two thousand years ago, from the artist’s hand. It
recalled the contemporary productions exhumed ab
Pompeii, and now to be seen in the Museum at Na-
ples. . These latter however, as we remember them,
“are neither so large nor so choice as this master-
piece in thé Cordova Mosque. The cathedral, as a
whole, has been pronounced by experienced travelers
to be the greatest architectural curiosity in Turope.
It is a strange conglomerate and jumble of incongru-
ities, half - Christian, half- Saracenic, reminding one
. strongly of the Church of St. Mark at Venice, — hav-
ing, like that remarkable structure, boirowed many .
~ of its columns and ornaments from the far East. In-
side and out it is gloomy,‘maésive,_ and frowning, -
“forming the most remarkable link between the re-
mote past and the present existing in Spain. It ap-
" pears to be nearly as large upon the -ground as St. -
Peter's at Rome,; and coniains fifty separate chapels
within' its capacious-walls. It has, in its pass:ﬁg'e :
through the several- dynasties of Roman, \IF‘Ioomsh,‘
and Spanish- rule, received distinetive: m‘clntecfuml .
marks from each. Its large, cool court of orange-
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trees, centmies old; its battlemented wall and huge
gateway s its famons fountains and its mingled PJlmS
and tall cypres'ses, all combine to perfect a picture
snggostive of the dead and buried races connected
with its history.

This famous court-yard is of scarcely less interest
than the interior of the great Cathedral-Mosqne itself.
It bas at each end n colonnade of marble pillars sup-
porting circular arches, and the grounds are broad
and spacions. Here o battalion of professional beg-
gars were drawn up in battle army as we entered,
numbering fifty or sixty of both sexes, and of alt
ages. The poor creatures formed both a pitiable
and o picturesque group, composed of the lame, the
halt, and the blind. On the greensward just back-
of them, under the shade of the darkleaved orange-
trees, played troops of careless children, who had
been sent here by their purents to beg, but had for-
gotten their vocation. Sitting on the stone bench,
which suriounds the outside walls of the mosque,
wete little groaps of hale and bearty men, playing
cards and smoking ; while others, strutebed at foll
length upon the ground, slept just where the dancing
sunhght plerced the leaves and branches of the trecs
and mottled their faces with jts shimmering rays.
Idleness fs the general business of Cordova. Wiat
a strange, weird aspect the deep shades assumed be-
neath the graceful palms and slender cypresses. The
Babel of pleading {ongues from the beggars, the
merry voices of the laughing children, the augry dis-
pute of some card players, and the coo) busines<like
aspeet of the priests shuffling about the corridors,
while & little confusing was still impressive,

The best dwell;;g-houses in Cordova are built upon
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it was quite early in ‘the 3p1mg, still the ﬁelds were
verdant and full of promise. More than once a gypsy
eamp was passed by the side of some cross-road, pre-
senting the usual domestic group, mingled with ani--
mals, covered carts, lazy men stretched on the g}'eél_l-
“sward, and busy women cooking the evening meal.
~ Long strings of mules, with . wide-spread panniers,
came winding across the plain, sometimes in charge.
of a woman clad in gaudy colors, while her lazy hus-
band thrummed a guitar, lying across one of the
- mules. Towards evening groups of peasants, male
and female, with farming tools in their hands, were
scen wending their steps towards some hamlet after
the day's lem. Axrched stone. bridges, old and moss-
_grown, came into view, spanning small water-courses,
" on their way from the mountains to- join moré pre-
tentious streams. KElevated spots often showed the
ruins of the old stone towers, once a part of some
fendal stronghold, but the eye sought in vain for -
well-wooded slopes or thrifty groves; zmd vet, strange
to say, the song-birds which we had missed further
south, in Anddlusla, and at Granada, put in-an ap- .
pearance as we came north, cheering us with their
soft trilling notes in the amber sunshine that radi-
ated about the small railroad stations. Some of these
depots were rendered attractive and pretty by nicely
arranged flower-beds and a few trees, imparting a
home-like appearance. The ever-varying scenery kept
mind and eyes busy, until by and by Night dropped
her mantle over the face of nature, and wi th the dark-
ness came a cool and mipping. air. Then followed
two. hundred miles of tedious night travel, with no
_convenience for sleeping, except such as one could
obtain s1tt1ncr bolb upught, so that when dwyhght
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and Madrid arrived together, we were ready to wel-
come them both.

‘Why Charles V. should have made his capital on
the spot now occupied by Madrid it is difficult to un-
derstand — though writers suppose a half a dozen
reasons — except that it is the geographical centre
of Spain. Eight or nine hundred years ago it was a
fortified outpost of Toledo, * imperial” Toledo. It
is hemmed in on all sides by arid plains, and bas an
adjacent river, so-called, but which in America would
be known as a dry gulch, If there is any special
benefit to be derived from a waterless river, we have
yet to learn its character. Like the Aino at Flor
ence, it is troubled with a chronic thirst; in short,
the Manzanares. has the form of a river without the
circulation. In the days of Charles IL its dry bed
was turned into a sort of race-course and diive-way,
but since the completion of the Prado it has been
abandoned for even this purpose. Though Madrid is
situited betsreen two and three thousand feet above
the level of the sen, it does not seem to possess the
advantages usually following such a position, the cli-
mate being scorchingly hot 1n summer and prercingly
cold in winter. Thus, in point of climate and loca-
tion, the Spanish capital seems to be a mistake.

As Madrid was built when the age of cathedials
had passed, it has none within its borders, though
there is no lack of modern churches; but it is a large
and fine city, with some four bundred thousand in-
habitants. It is not noticeable, ike Genoa, Rome,
and Florence, for palaces and ancient monuments;
but it is well 1nid out; the streets are broad and nicely
paved; while numerous squares ornament the city,
filled with attractive shrubbery, fountains, and stat-
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though they are compelled to use them; dislike them
bu.'mcp they force them to observe punctuslity, the
native instinet being of the Chinese school, Tefrospec-
tive and rchorrm:hnv Lverything is exotic in Mad-
rid; nothing is ploduced in or near the city which
its aily mnsumptmn demands. Stmwberrms, butter,
cheese, fruits, meats, each comes from some specml
region far away to this Tuman hive located in the
desert. The city adds to its other drawbacks that of -
being very unwholesome as a residence, and would’
_die out from natural causes if its population were
not constantly renewed from the several provinces.
There is a native proverb to the effect that so subtle.
is the air of Madrid, it kills 2 man but does not put
out a candle. Why it is so unbealthy a place, es-
pecially for strangers, it is impossible to say. The
same extreme dlffercnce between the sunshine and
the shade is here realized which one experiences at
~ Nice, Mentone, and Naples. . The air seemed pure
and clear enough during our two weeks’ stay, but
“every one admitted its very unwholesome character. .
When the breeze swept down from the snowy Gua- -
darrama, it cub like a Jmife, but that was a condition -
of temperature which one could guard against, not an
atmospheric impurity. If Madvid were surrounded.
by and ornamented with trees, like Wieshaden or
Baden-Baden, it might prove a favorable sanitary -
. measure, besides adding so much o its beauty. In -
Paris, Rome, or Vemce, fires are not common.in do-
mestic living rooms, etcept in extremes of weather;
but at Madrid, if the day is cool and damp, the cheer-
ful, warmth-diffusing fire i is lighted and regmded as_

a necessity. .
The king and queen of ‘Spfun p'lssed through the
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Puerto del Sol in an open carriage nearly every after-
1oon during our stay, attended by half a duzen out-
iders, and dnwn by four superb borses ; for Alfonso’s
oyal stable, as we can te="uy, is jostly celebrated
The king rides with his kat in bis hzod in rcj)m;e
o the ceaseless recognitions of respect by the pen-
ple, who, howerver, pever cheer Lim. znd Tf’t he zp-
pears to be fairly popular with the o He hes
seemed thus far to follow rather than o lend pabiie
sentiment, perhaps realizing the p-l—':.'msm- wtnre of
his seat upon the throne; remembering that the 1
tion has 2 rather erratic memner of dumging It rulen
when displeased with them, He is quite va.xi_zi Iu
appearance.  The cuesn, .u:m"u Ty 210 meun. Junud-
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pfuntmcr theu fﬂces 80 far as to amount to caucatme, '
and if ‘the Japanese ladies do not so generally follow
the example, they do- blacken. their teeth, which"ono -
must  confess is more objectionable still. - In- these
faithful notes it must be admitted that even the J: ap-
. anese ladies pzunt cheeks and lips with sucha tinge -
of vermilion as-is thought to be becoming, and en-
. amel their faces and necks. This, however, it must
be remembered ‘is before marriage. After that rela-
tionship has taken place, as has before been inti-
‘mated, it becomes the ridiculous:practice of every
‘Japanese wife to render herself as unattractive as
possible,- f01gettind that she is thus liable to become.
as disagreeable in the eyes of her husband as in those
-of othel people. ,

The Spfunsh lady, like her Japanese swtel, isa .
great devotee to the fan, and neither are ever seen
abroad in full dress without this conspicuous accom-
‘pwmmenﬁ - The importance of this article of female
requirement is fully recognized at DMadrid, where - -
many stores are devoted solely to its manufacture
‘and sale; while artists give much time and gemus ‘
~ to their elaborate om%ment;atlon, the prices ranging
~ from a few shillings to ten doubloons. The indis-
pensable veil, covering niore or less head, neck, and
'face, would prove but a poor substitute for the dainty
French bonnet on .the Parisian boulevards; bub in

- »Castilian atmosphere it is as appropriate and becom- .

mg as the florid-colored plumage.of birds in the trop- -
ics. There is a'certain harmony between the dark,
smooth skin, the glossy raven hair, the long, dark
lashes, the blue veins of the temples, and The nia-
‘tional head-dress of the Spanish ladxes, which gmtlﬁes
the-artistic-eye. . "Ah! if the mind in those lovely
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women wers but as noble as their faces! Unfortu-
nately, perbaps, their very beanty makes their defects
the more conspicnous. Ermine must be spotless.

In her splendid art collection of the Museo, the
city has a treasure only equaled by tbe Louvre at
Paris and the galleries at Florence. To artists, it is
the one attraction of Madrid, and is principally com-
posed of works by the Spanish masters, though also
containing many other gems, Here we find forty-
four examples of Murillo, sixty-four from Velasquez,
sixty by Rubens, twenty-five from Paul Veronese,
thirty-four from Tintoretto, and many from Andrea
del Sarto, Titian, Vandyke, Goya, Ribera, and others
of similar artistic fame, in such profusion as to be
a constant source of surprise to the stianger, Here
one is sure to meet, daily, intelligent Americans,
TFrench, Italians, and English, but very rarely Span-
ards. It is believed that Murillo appears at his best
in this collection. Being a native of Seville, he is
in & measure seen at home; and artists declare that
his work shows more of light, power, and expression
here than anywhere outside of the Museo. So we
go to Antwerp to appreciate Rubens, though we find
him so ably and fully represented elsewhere. Velas-
quez cannot be fairly judged outside the Madrid
gallery. He also was at home here, and his paintings
are not only the most numerous, but are decidedly his
best. The arrangement of the pictures of the Museo
is severely criticised ; some of the best age hung too
high, while those one does not care to study, or
scarcely to see at all, have been accorded the best
lines in the gallery, There seems to be no system
observed ; the hangings are frequently altered, and
the printed catalogue is thus rendered of very little
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use. ‘The building itseif is'a large andvadrhiral.)léf’

- structure, well adapted to the purpose, quite worthy .

to contain the choice art treasures beneath its roof.
- When the French were masters in Spain they proved-
~ to be terrible inconoclasts, leaving marks of their
devastation nearly everywhere in one form or another.
- Not content with stealing many unequaled works of
art.of priceless value, they often Wantonlydeé;troyed"'j :
what it was impossible to carry away. In the tomb
of Ferdinand and Isabella, at Grandada, it will be re-
membered they pried open the royal coffins in searcl
of treasure. At Seville they broke open the coffir
of Murillo, and scattered his ashes to the wind. Mar
shal Soult treated the ashes of Cervantes in a similas
manner. War desecrates all things, human and di
vine ; but sometimes becomes a Nemesis, dispensing
poetical justice, as when Waterloo caused the return
to Spain of a portion of her despoiled art-treasuves.
The bull-fight is very properly ealled the national
sport of Spain, and, we are sorry to add, is typical of
the natural cruelty of her people. It was the open-
ing exhibition of the season which was advertised to
take place during the first week of our stay in the
city, and it was ammounced for Sunday afternoon, the
day usually selected for these occasions; but as it
proved to be rainy it was postponed to the following
Thursday. ~The ball-ring of the capital is said to con-
tain seating capacity for eighteen thousand persors:
and yet such was the demand for tickets of admission,
‘that it was a work of some hours to procure them at
all, and only consummated finally at a considerable
premium. - Our seats were near to those of the royal
party, consisting of the king, queen, aud ex-queen
-Tsubella, with a number: of Iadies and gentlemen of



THE BURL-FIGHT. 851

the household. The easy and graceful manners of
the queen were in strong contrast to the arrogant
and vulgar style of Isabella, whose character is so
dark 2 stain upon Spanish royalty. Every seat of
the Jarge circular theatre was occupied. Open to the
sky, it was not unlike what the Coliseum of Rome
must have been in its glory, and lield an audience, we
should judge, of over seventeen thonsand. Neaily all
classes were represented, for a Spaniard must be poor
indeed who cannot find a dollar to pay his way nto
the bull-ring. The better seats were occupied by
Indies and gentlemen, the lower priced ones by the
masses, — both sexes being fully represented in each
class of seats. Those located on the east and southerly
sides are covered to protect the grandees, winle the
masses sitting in the sun hold fans or paper screens
before their eyes.

There was a cold, murderous, business-like aspect
to all the arrangements, and everything, however
repulsive to strangers, was tuken by the audience
at large quite as o matter of course. The immense
crowd were not very noisy or demonstrative, content-
ing themselves with smoking and chatting together.
It was curious and interesting, while waiting for the
commencement of the performance, to study the fea-
tures of the audience, and watch their earnest ges-
ticulations ; for the Spaniards, like the Italians, talk
with their whole bodies, —hands, arms, head, trunk,
and all. The ladies, as usual, were each supplied
with that prime necessity, o fan; and it is astonishing
what a weapon of coquetry it becomes in the delicate
hands of a Spanish beauty. Its coy archness is be-
yond comparison, guided by the pliant wrist of the
owner, concenling or revealing ber eloquent glances
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and-features.. “7 ith. her veil 'md her fan, a Spfmlsh
woman.is armed eap-d-pie, and in. Cupid’s. Wmfzue ‘
becomes irresistible. K

The author had seen the muelty of the bull—ung, ‘
exhibited years ago in the Spanish West Indies, yet
to visit Madrid, the headquarters of -all things Span-
. ish, and not to witness the national sport, Would have
‘ bem a serious omission ; and therefore, suppressing a

strong sense of distaste, the exhibition was attended. =
The hateful cruelty of the bull-ring has been too
often and too graphically described to require from
_ .us the unwelcome task. Suffice it to say we saw six

‘powerful and courageous bulls killed, who, in their -
brave se1f~defe11se, d1sembowe1ed and killed thuﬁeeﬂ
“horses. No man was seriously-injured, though sey-
~ eral were dismounted, and others run over by the
- enraged bulls in headlong career acrose the arena.
The picadores were mounted on poor hacks, since the
fate of the horse that entered the ring was as certain
as that of the bull, himself. The banderilleros and
chulos, who took part in the combat on foot, were
fine looking,.active young fellows; and the mata-.
dores, who performed the final act of killing the bull
single- banded, were as a rule older and more ex- -
penenced men. It must be a pmcmced hand that
- gives the last thrust to the man y-times wounded and
- nearly exhausted creature, who will always fight to
the very last gasp.

The matadore is regftrded as quite a hero by the'
masses of the. people, receiving a. princely remuneras:
tion for his services. = He holds his head very high
among his associates. Onpe of ‘thése matadores was
long the disgraceful favorite of Queen Isabella. We

came away from this exhibition more than ever con-
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vinced of the cowardly character of the game. The
requisite, on the part of the much lauded bull-fighter,
i3 not comage but cunning. He knows full well
when the bull is so nearly exhausted as to render his
final attack upon him quite safe. A dozen agamnst
one, twelve armed men against one animal, who has
the protection only of his horns and his stout courage.
The death of the bull is sure from the moment he en-
ters the ring, but the professional fighters are rarely
hurt, though often very much fmghtened. Another
most shameful part of the game is the introduction
of poor, broken-down horses, who have yet strength
and spirit enongh to faithfully obey their rider, and
8o rush forward regardless of the horns of the bull,
whick will surely disembowel and lay them dead
upon the field. The matadore who finally faces the
bull single-handed, to give him the coup-de-grace with
his Toledo blade, does not do so until the animal has
strugeled with his other tormentors nearly to the last
gasp, is weak from the loss of blood, and his strength
exhausted by a long and gallant fight, so that he al-
ready staggers and is nearly blind with accumulated
tortnents. The poor creature 1s but a sorry victim for
the fresh, well.urmed, practiced butcher, whe comes
to give him the finishing stroke. We would empha-
size the remark that the whole game of the bull-ring
is, ou the part of the chulos, picadores, and matadores,
a shameful exhibition not only of the most disgrace-
ful cruelty but also of consummate cowardice.

Black 15 the almost universal color worn by ladies
and gentlemen in public. Parisian fashions as to
cut and material are very generally adopted ; and, as
lias been intimated, the French model is paramount
in all things. A business resident remarked to us

23
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that the French language was becoming so universal .
that it absolutely threatened to supersede the native
tongue.  Donnels are worn in walking and driving;
but at the bull-fight, the eoncmt—room, and the the-
atre the national Jace head-dress is still tenaciously
and -becomingly adhered fo. In manners the better
class of Spaniards are extremely courteous, and al--
ways profuse in’ their offers of services, though it is
hardly to be expected that their generosity will be
put to the test. Gentlemen will smoke in the ladies’
faces in the street, the corridors, calés, cars, :my‘-v
-where, apparently not heing able to comprehend that
it may be offensive. Even in the dining-rooms of
the hotels, the cigar or cigarette is fleely lighted,
and smolked with the coffee while Iadies are present.
- In short, tobacco seems to be a necessity to the aver-
age Spaniard, both sleeping and waking, for they
smoke in bed also. Perhaps this appavent obtuse-
ness on the part of gentlemen arises from the well-
Iknown fact that many of the ladies themselves in-
dulge in the cigarette, though ravely in public. The
writer has more thun once seen the practice as ex-
hibited in popular eafés whither both sexes resorted.
At the bull-ving many of the common class of women
‘had cigarettes between their lips.

Sunday is an acknowledged gala-day in Madrid,
though the attendance upon early mass is very gen-
eral, especially among the women. It is here, as ab
Paris and other. uropean capitals, the chosen day
for nuhtfu'y parades, horseraces, and . the bull-fight.
Most of the shops are open and realize a ploﬁt'xble
business, and especially is this the case with those
devoted to the sale of cwfws, liquors, fancy goods,
and the cafés: with them it is the bus1est day of the
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whole week, The lottery ticket vendor makes a
double day’s woik on this oceasion, and the itinerant
gamblers, with portable stands, have crowds about
their tables wherever they locate. The flower-girls,
with dainty little baskets, rich in color and captivat-
ing in fragiance, press buftonhole bouquets on the
pedestrians, and, shall we whisper it ? make appoint-
ments with susceptible cavaliers; while men peram-
bulate the streets with bon-bons displayed upon cases
hung from their necks; in short, Sunday is made a
{&te day, when grandees and beggars complacently
come forth like marching regiments into the Puerto
del Sol. The Prado and public gardens are thronged
with gayly-dressed people, eluldren, and nurses, —
the costume of the latter got up in the most theatrical
style, with broad red or blue ribbons hanging down
behind from their snow-wite caps, and sweeping the
very ground at their heels. No one stays within
doors on Sunday in Madiid, and all Europe loves the
out-door sunshine.

We have said that the Spanish capital was defi-
cient in buildings of architectural pretension. This
is quite true ; but the country Is rich in the character
of her monuments, possessing one order of architee-
twie elsewbere little known.  Our guide called it very
appropriately the Morisco style, which has grown out
of the combination of Moorish and Christian art.
The former attained., during the Middle- Ages, as
great importance in Spain as in the East. This is,
perhaps, more clearly manifested i Andalusia than
clsewhere here its harmony Is presented in many
biilliant examples and combinations. The geatest
wealth of the country is to be found in its historie
monuments, its well-defined Roman period being es-
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‘pecmlly uch in 'u'chltectuml remains ; and, as to,
cathedrals, nowhele else ‘are they to be found 50 -
_ richly and supe1b1y endowed :
The cars took: us to Toledo,- a distance of about
forty miles, in an hour and a half, landing us in 2
strange, old place, the very embodiment of antiquity, -
and the- ca,pltal of Gothic Spain. Here let us drop a
hint ga,med by experience. If the reader makes the
“excursion to Toledo from Madrid, he will most ‘prob-
ably start early in the morning and get back late at
_ night, as one day in the place will afford all the time
absolutely necessary to visit and enjoy its most nota-
“ble objects. A prepared luncheon basket should be
" taken from Madrid. This will obviate.the necessity
of encountering the dirt, unsavory food, and extor- .
tion of the fifth-rate hotels of Toledo. It has been
- gaid that banditti have been suppressed in Spain ;
perbaps so, on the public roads. It may be they
have gone into the hotel business, as a safer and less
conspicuous mode of robbmg travelers. At Toledo
the rule of the Moor is seen in foot-prints no time
" can obliterate, and to visit which is like the reali-
zation of a medieval dream. The sombre streets are
strangely winding, irregular, and steep ; the reason.
for constructing them thus was, doubtless, that they
might be the more easily defended when attacled by
a foreign enemy. In the days of her prime, Toledo -
saw many battles, both inside and outside of her
gates. One can touch the houses of these streets .on
both sides-at the same time, by me1e1y extendmg the
arms.
- There are scores of deserted buildings locked up,
the heavy gates stundded with great, protruding, iron-
headed nails, Whﬂe the lower wmdows are clocvly
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iron-grated. These houses huve paved entrances,
leading to open areas, or courts, with galleries around
them, upon which the various rooms open. The gal-
leries are of carved and Intticed wood, generally in
good preservation, but the main structure is of stone,
most substantially built, everything testifying to their
Moorish origin.  Some of these houses, once palaces,
are now used for storage purposes; some for business
warehouses, manufactories, and carpenters’ shops.
One would suppose, in such a dull, sleepy, dormant
place, that the streets would be grass-grown; but
there is no grass. Yet bebween the looselyfitting
slabs of stone pavement, here and there, hitle fresh
flowers, of some unknown species, struggled up into
a pale, fragile existence, with stems white in place of
green, showing the absence of sunlight, so necessary
to botl human and vegetable life. They had no fra-
grance, these stray children fiom Flora’s kingdom,
but looked very much like forget-me-nots, reminding
one of the little flower which sprung up through the
hard pavement of Picciola’s prison. Dilapidation is
written everywhere in this Oriental atmosphere. The
Moors of Morocco still believe that they will yet be
restored to the Spanish home of their ancestors, and
the keys of these Toledo houses have been handed
down from generation to generation as emblems of
their rights, tolens which were pointed out to us at
Tangier; but not, until we had visited Toledo, was
the idea which they involved fully appreciated. One
caunnot bub realize 2 certain 1espect for the Moors,
while wandering among these scenes of the long-bur-
ied past. Whatever may have been their failings,
they must have contrasted favorably with the ant
occupants, who seem strangely out of place:
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aneient days {he city contained @ guarter of a million
of inhabitants; {o-Qay it has barely filteen thousand.
o viver Tagus almost surrounds Toledo, and is not,
like the Manzanares, merely @ dry ditch, but & full,
papid, rushing river. . C

“"The eathedral at Toledo is its most prominent ob-
ject of snterest, and bas & Jeservedly bigh fame ;
while clustering about 1t, i1 the very bearb of the old-
place, are many churches, convents, and 'palaces,—-'

though a lavge shave of them e mtenanted, and s

gilent as the tomb. But before entering the cathe-
dral we yisited the Alcazar, formerly @ yoyal palace
of Charles V., and now the Wesb Point of Spain,

where her sovs are educated for the army- Under

the Moors, ten centuries ag0 it was & fortress, then a .
palace, sow an academys capable of accommodating

six, hundred pupils. The view from the Alcazal,
which Jominates the entive citys 18 vast and 1MPres-
sive, the building stself being also the firsb object
geen from & Jistance when one is app_roaching Toledo.
1t is upon @ bleak height- As you come out of the
broad portals of the Alcazat (Al-casa-zals the czar's

hiouse), you walk to the @

upon which it stands, and contemplate the view across
the far-reaching plaii, gloomy and desolates while ab
" ghe base of the rock rushes past the rapid Tagus.
. This whole valley,  now 59 dead 2

teemed With ‘o dense POPUY

Goths. ~The cathedral is visited’
all parts of Burope: ' i
gional gtudy. 1b 187
Giothic orders ¥ ic a 1 relig
its - thab greab achieve:

ion, and exhibibs 10 ol its PAr

dge of the precipitous rocke
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ment of the art, entire harmony of desizn ard exe-
cntion ; while the richuess of its crpamentation and
its artistic wealth, not to mention, in detsdl, s 13
and silver plate, nmake it the rival of m -
thedrals in the world, with the p
that at Burgos. Its size is vasi, with a toTe

ing three hundred feet beavensmrd, 2-3 ths Ireor

having five great naves, divid=d by oves
columns. It is said to contain mur=
windows than anyoihercathed‘ ol that oz
The effect of the clear morning ‘~=..,.
the interior through this grea.* sz
tinted glass, is remarkably bw
a marvel of splendid workma

is yet.a little confasing, im'n
groups, emblems, coluxm.., g:.
generally ;5 bat it seems to be t‘
these Roman Catholic ehurckes &
a species of museura, Guides zr
supplied with marvelons 1
ours, on this oceasion, simply L

them as regarded this ¢ hurck, f)J '! R
he persisted in ponring i26n e w2t
to the effect that, when tle s
and dedicated, g0 perfert war 3c
Vugin descended bodily ¢ 32
her presence, her emtirg r2e%

'l‘o]edo stande th""— =2

Coveted bv Taricas ”"L"')'L.
sieged more than tares s
neath the walls 34
gore, wherp it §x
Aleantura, 1z,



-

860 o . DUE WEST.

'Christians, all have fought for and have possessed, fo1
a greater or less periad, the castle-crowned city. Its
slory 18 written in letters scarled with blobd and
durk ‘\\'i{;h misery; illnsfix'a@ing Irving’s idea that his-
tory is but a kind of N ewgate calendar, a régister of
the erimes and wmiseries that man has inflicted on his
fellow-man.  Only the skeleton of 2 once great and
{hviving capital remains. . It has no commeree and
but one industry, — the manufacture of arms and
sword-biades, — which gives occupation to a conple of
- hundred souls, hardly more. ~The coming and going
of visitors from other lands gives it a little flutter of
daily life, like n fitful candle blazing up for a moment
and then dying down in the socket, making darkness
only the more visible by contrast. The once cele-
brated sword factory was found to be of little inter-
est, though we were told that better blades are manu-
factured heve to-day than in olden time, when it won
such vepute in this special line. So well are these
blades tempered, that it is possible to bend them like
a wateh spring withont breaking them. In looking
at the present condition of this once famous seat of
“industry and povwer, recalling her arts, manufactures,
and commeree, it must -be remembered that outside
of the immediate walls, which form the citadel, as it.
were, of a large and extended population, were over -
forty thriving towns and villages, located in the val-
ley of the Tagus, under the shadow of her 'wing.
“These communities and their-homes have all disap-

peared, — pastures and felds of grain covering their
. dust from the eyes of the curious traveler. The nar-
’ ,fow; silent, doleful streets of the old city, .with its-
overhanging roofs and yawning arches, leave a sgzd
memory on the brain, as we fturmn away from its:

crumbling walls and antique Moorish gates.
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An excursion of thirty-five miles, to a station of
the same name, took us from Madiid to the Escurial,
which the Spaniards in their egotism call the cighth
wonder of the world. This vast pile of buldings,
composed entirely of granite, and as uniform as a
military barrack, is nearly a mile in circumference, —
tomb, palace, cathedral, monastery, one and all com-
bined. The wilderness selected as the site of the
structure shows about as little reason as does that of
the locality of Madrid; utter barrenness and want of
human or vegetable life are its most prominent char-
acteristics. Here, however, are congregated a vast
number of carious and interesting objects, while
the place is redolent of vivid historical associations.
One of the first objects shown us here was the tomb
of Mercedes, the child-wife of the present king;
also, in a deep octagonal vault, the sepulchres of some
thirty royal individuals, kings and mothers of kings.
Among them were Philip 1L, Pinlip V., Ferdinand
VI, Charles V., ete. The niche occupied by Philip
IV. attracted special notice from the fact that the
eccentric monarch, during his life-time, often seated
himself here to listen to mass, an idea more siugi-
lar than reverential. The coffin of Chailes V. was
opened so late as 1871, during the visit of the En*
peror of Brazil, when the face of the corpe ‘V;*
found to be entire, —eyebrows, hair, and all, im\"‘—;
black and shriveled, The last barial bEIL',‘“_’f,’\» ~and
of Ferdinand VII. "~ This octagon vault i:f":',‘f-‘ ninese

Pantheon of the Escurial; but it & #7777 *_od to de-
than a theatrical show room : notlziﬁ;a'm c
inappropriate.  While we wewe # Y1 "o, o large

Isabella visited the vault.—2r .T: «over two '«
place being'alreadydesi_;mllzv“ﬂ" ;""\l;;mks N



. kneeling before the shrine, apparently 'éngagea in
prayer. - Presently the kneeling figure' rose sloivly
‘to Ler feet, walked across the dimly-lighted chapel,
and disappeared. . The exhibition was’so timely, and
the visitors to the church were brought to the spot
‘in such a business-like fashion, to say nothing of the
pose’ and manner of the nun, that one could not but
feel that the little tableau was gotteir up for the spe-
cial effect it might have upon strangers.. C
In' the small railroad depot of Burgos, while the
slow purgatory of being served with tickets was en-
dured, a traveler found fault. in good Saxon English
as to the stupidity of sich delay about trifies, and
also complained- of baving been robbed of some small”
article-of Iuggage. Another Englishman, particularly
disposed to palliate matters, said there must be some
mistake about it; he had been here before, and the
people of Burgos were proverbially honest. By and |
by «a great excitement was apparent onthe platform,
when it.came to light that the apologist and indorser
of the good people here was declaring that a Ig_ather "
© strap had been purloined from his trunk, be?ween the
< hotel and the depot, and the contents of his hat-box

' abstracted. What was to be done ? The engine was -

screeching forth the starting signal with unwonted
' vigor, and there was no time to be lost. . He who had
__spoken so favorably of the local population a few mo-
mwents before; swas now red in the face X}’lﬁh anger

“and improper language. He had barely time to get
into his seat before the train moved .onw:‘u-d, and
doubtless left his trust in humanity behind bim with
the stolen property. It was only aninstance of m;f-
placed " confidence ; and thus we bid farewell to the -

 sleepy but picturesque old city.
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of acres were coveled by the vme, aheddy we]l ad—,:
vanced, and from the . product of which comes the
© sherry wine of commerce. The vmeyalds were in-
terspersed with fields of ripening grain. - Wheat and
wine! Or, as the Spaniards say : « The staff of life
. and life 1tsdf » It was impossible not to feel a sense
" of elation ‘at the delightful scenery and the genial
atmosphele on this early April day.’ Nature seemed .
to be in her merriest mood, clothing everything in -
poetical attive, rendering beautiful the little gray-
hamlets on the hill-sides, dominated by square bell-

towers, about which ‘the red-tiled cottages clustered.

Outside- of these were f’umly groups sﬂ;tmg in the

warm:sunshine, some sewing, some spinning, while .
children - tumbled and pl’lyed in the inviting grass.

We had seen nothing like this for many a day— cer-
tainly not in Spain. Presently we came up to the
lofty snotw-capped mountains, which had for a while
-ranged just ahead of us, when oneof them seemed
suddenly to open a wide mouth at its base as if to.
swallow the train. In it rushed puffing and snorting
. through a dark tunnel nearly a'mile long,until at last

we eme1ged on the opposite side of the mountain into
a scene of great beauty, overlooking'a valley worthy -
“of Japan. Far up towards the blue sky was the snow’
under which we had been hidden in the-darkness of -
the tuunel, while in this lower range we were sur-
. 'roundcd with verdure and bloom. Here were grace-

- ful trees, siniling bits of landscape, flocks of sheep, :
“tumbling caSCades, so grouped ‘and mingled as to

seem like a theatrical efféct rather than nature,

"We came into San Sebastian in the early twﬂwht

: 4‘a, somewhat famous watering-place on, the b01ste10us

‘ Bay of BISCd.y, dlawmg its pa,tror;age lalgely ﬁom
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Madrid, though of late both English and Americans
have resorted thither. It is a small ecity, but the
thriftiest and most business-like to be found in Spain
when its size is considered. The place was entirely
destroyed by fire when captured from the French by
the English, —a piece of sanguinary worlk which cost
the latter five thonsand men. It was on this ocea-
sion that Wellington is reported to have said: * The
next dreadful thing to a battle lost is a battle won.”
The dwellings are modern and handsome, the streets
broad und well paved, the squares ormamented by
shrubbery and fountains, and the drives in the en-
virons and on the beach are very inviting. In short
San Scbastian is a model watering-place for summer
resort with several good lotels. It will be remem-
bered that Wellington fought some severe battles in
this vicinity in 1818. On the way from Burgos the
battle-field of Vittoria was pointed out, where the
French army was thowoughly routed. The Spanish
government has made a miniatare Gibraltar of San
Sebastian.  Overlooking the barbor is a lofty for-
tification which commands the town and all of its ap-
proaches. TFrom the fort, which costs a good climb
to reach, a very fine view is obtained of a breed ex-
tent of country. Whole blocks of new buildings
were in course of construetion, and San Selastian
seemed to be preparing for a large summer buziness,
Seen from a short distance, as one approaches in the
ears, the grouping of the town, with the Infty and
frowning fortification, its neat white deellings and
\'mdulatir‘lg surface, makes a pleasing picture, stand-
ing out in bold relief against the blue sky hanging
over the Bay of Bism_v. °
Our next stopping-place after leaving San Sebas
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" 'tian was Bayonne, — that is “ The Good Port,” —
about forty miles further towards the French fron.

. tler.” It is a city of soime thirty thousand inhabit-

~ - ants, located at the junction of the Adour and Nive..

~ rivers,in the Lower Pyreneces. Here, again, the cathe:
~dral forms nearly. the only attraction to strangers;
though very plain, and with little architectural pre-
tension, still it is gray,-old, and erumbling, plainly
- telling the story of its age. The city has consider-
- able commerce by the river, both in steam and sail- -
‘ing vessels,and exports a very respectable amount
of domestic products. ~Most continental cities have
. their Jews’ quartér, — the Ghetto, as it is called;
but in Bayonne the race is especially represented by
the descendants of those who escaped death at the
-hands of the Inquisition, in the -time of Pbilip IL
They form fully one third of the population, judging
from appearances; and though not ¢haracterized by
“neatness or cleanliness, their quarter is the home of .
numerous rich men. They have retained their old
-Spanish and Portuguese names and fortunes. Many
of the Jewish capitalists of London, Paris, and Havre,
are from Bayonne. There is a decided difference in
the manners and the dress of the people from those of
Spain generally, being more like those of the Basque
Provinces, to which it belongs geographically.
- Hére one sees the palace where Catherine de Med-
. ici and the Duake of Alba planned the terrible mas-
- sacre of the Huguenots. In and about the city some
very pleasant drives may be enjoyed. A large, ’W(;!H—
- shaded public- garden commences just af the city
gates and extends along the Jeft bank of the Adour.
It will oceur to the reader that the familiar military
weapon, the bayonet, got its name from Bayonue,
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having been invented, or rather discovered, here. It
seems that a Basque regiment, during an engage-
ment with the Spaniards near this spot, had entirely
exhausted their ammunition; but fixing their long
knives in the muzzles of their guns, they thus suc-
cessfully charged on and defeated the enemy. The
legend is mentioned, as every one must listen to it
from the local gnides, though — between ourselves —
it is a most gross anachronism.

We have not yet come to a conclusion as to what
language our landlord spoke. He certainly under-
stood French, though he did not attempt to express
himself in it. It was not Spanish, that we know;
therefore it must have been Basque, the Janguage
which Noah received from Adam, if we are to believe
the residents of Bayonne. An out-door fair was vis-
ited, upon an open square lying between the hotel
and the harbor, where the gay colors, shooting-booths,
hurdy-gmdies, drums, fifes, flags, and games, together
with a wax exhibition, representing a terrible mur-
der and an assassin committing the deed with a
poker painted red hot, all served to remind us of a
similar occasion at Tokio, in far-off Japan. Striking
scenic effects came in here and there, the distant
summits of the Pyrenees being visible beyond the
mountains of Navarre.

A drive of five miles from Bayonne took us to Biar-
ritz, situated a little southwest of the old city, at the
lower part of the Bay of Biscay, being the Newport
of southern France. Our postilion was gotten up
alter the Basque fashion of Lis tribe, in a most fan-
tastic short jacket of scarlet, with little abbreviated
tails, silver lnced all over, and with a marvelous com-
plement of hanging buttons, He wore a stove-pipe
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liat with a flashing coclade, 'md flourished a long
whip that would have answered for a Kaffir caftle«
driver. The horses—large fine specimens of the Nor
man breed — were ha,messed three abreast, and dee:
orated with many bells, while their headstalls were
heavy Wlth scarlet woolen tassels, and ornamented
with large silver-plated buckles. The vehicle was a
roomy, old-fashioned barouche, comfortable, but about
as ancient as the cathedral. Altogether we looked with
such unfeigned amazement at the landlord, when this
queer outﬁt drove to the door, that he, hative and to
the manner born, could not suppress a broad smile.
It answered our purpose, however, and as the popu-
lace was evidently accustomed to such florid display,
-we did not anticipate being mobbed; but during the
entire trip that harlequin of-a driver, who was as
sober as a mute at a funeral, shared our admiration
with the pleasing and varied scenery. Ile was a
thorough native. It would have been of no usc to
attempt to talk with him, for the foreigner who ca
speak the Basque tongue has yet to be discovered.
Biarritz, which is in the cleml'trnellt of the Dasse:
Pyrendes, yet a long way from the mountain rang
was unknown to fame until Bugénie, empress of th
- French, built a grand villa here, and made it he
summer resort; being, however, over five hundre
miles from the French eapital, it never became ver
popular with the Parisians. The emperor and e
press resorted thither annually, and, laying aside ih
dignity of state, were seen daily mdttlguw in sou
b‘mtblng. The building of the Villa Eugénic made
the fortune of Bim-ritz.  The climate is p.n-tn_um by
dry and warm, proving, il we may holi«:\'ﬂ commer
report, excellent for invalids. The hot days of st
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and scarlet anemones. The Iofty trees located on
~ both sides of the road had been tapped for their sap,
and little wooden spouts were conducting the gluti--
nous deposit into-small earthen jars huig on the per-
pendicular trunks, — reminding one’of the mode of
“ millting ” the toddy palms in India and Ceylon, by
which ingenious means the natives obtain a liquor
which, when fermented, is as . strong as-the Dbest
Scotch or Irish whiskey. - S
. Our’ journey through- Spain provéd to be one of
great and lasting interest, although it-was mingled
with a sense of disappointment, not as to its historie
~ interest, nor its unrivaled monuments « mellowed by
the stealing hours of time ;” but we missed the bright
sunny fields of France, we found none of the soft
Joveliness of the Italian climate or- vegetation, and
_ were ever contrasting ‘its treeless surface with well-
wooded Belgium and Switzerland. When gazing
upon its stunted shrubberyand dry yellow grass, it
was natural to recall the lovely valleys and plains of
‘Japan, and even the closely-cultivated fields of China,
where every square foot of soil contiguous to popu-
“lous districts is made to produce its quota towards the
support.of man. The pleasant oases to be found
‘here and there, the exceptional bits of verdant fields
- and fertile districts which we have described, only
prové what the country in the possession of an enter--
. prising race might be made to produce. Now ib is
little more. than a land of sun and blue skics. The
Spanish people seem to be imbued with all the list-
lessness of those of the tropics, though not by the
same enervating influence. Nature is willing to meet
" men more than lialf way, even in Spain, but will ’}0,{3
pour out there her products with the lavishness Wh'lch
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characterizes her in the low latitudes. The country
is not composed of desolate sieiras by any means, but
its neglected possibilities are yet in such strong con-
trast to the most of continental Europe as to lead
the tourist to very decided conclusions. The bean-
tifully shaded avenne at Burgos along the Arlanzon,
and the road to Miraflores forming a charming Ala-
meda, show very plainly what can be done by plant-
ing a few hundred suitable trees to beautify the en-
virons of a half-ruined, mouldering, medimval city.
It is to be hoped that those who planted these luxu-
riant trees may have lived to enjoy their grace and
beauty. Under Ferdinand and Isabella, Spain was
n great and thriving nation, almost beyond precedent.
Her colonial possessions nivaled those of the entire
world; but her glory has vanished, and her deca-
dence has been so rapid as to be phenomenal, until
she is now so humbled there are very few to do her
honor.

The distance from Bayonne to Bordeaux is one
hundred and twenty-five miles, a dull and uninterest-
ing journey, the roate lying through what seemed an
interminable pine forest, so that it was a decided re-
Tief when the spires of this French capital came into
view. Bordeaux was found to be a much larger and
finer city than we had realized. The topographical
formation is that of a crescent along the shore ¢f the
Garonne, which here forms a broad and pavigable
barbor, though it is located some sixty miles fro'n the
sen. There were many Roman antiguities and an-
cient monuments to be seen, all interesting, venera-
ble with the wear and tear of eighteen centuries,
The public buildings, commanding in their architec
tural character, were fourd to be zdormned with 24
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mirable scu]ptm'e and some fine paintings. The
ancient park of the town has narrow. and crooked
slrects, but the modern portion is open, airy, and
has good architectural display.  The Grand Theatre
is remarkably effective with its noble Ionic columns,
built a Jittle more than-a century since by Louis X VI
Bordeaux is emnceted by canal with the Mediterra-
nean and has considerable commerce, especially in
the importation of American whiskey, which is sent
back to the United States and exported elsewhere as
good Dordeaux brandy, after being carefully doctored.
The Sabbath was passed here, but its observance or
non-sbservance is like that common in Continental
cities, It is a mere day of recreation, the Roman
Catholic clement attending mass, and devoting the
balance of the day to amusement. There were per-
formances at all of the theatres, the stores and Shops
were generally open, and very large fine shops they
are. In the afternoon fwo balloons were sent up
from the Champ de Mars: one a mammoth in size,
containing half a dozen persons;. the other smaller,
containing bubt one person to manage it—a lady.
There were .at.least fifty thousand people in the great
square to witness the ascension, —a very orderly and .
well-dressed throng: A military band played during
the inflating process, and the promenaders and loung- .
-ers presented a gay concourse. . o '
There  was an unmistakable aspect of business
" prosperity about the streets of- the city. Everybody
seemed active and engaged in some purpose. - There
were few loungers, and, we must ;make a note ‘of it,
no beggars. It was observable that-the large Nor-
man horses used in the working teams were sleek and:
fat, splendid creatures ; such as - Rosa -Bonheur repre-
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sents in her famons picture of the Horse Fair. What
a contrast these noble, well-kept animals presented to
the poor, half-starved creatures to be met with in the
East, and, indeed, in only too many of the European
cities,— Rome, Florence; Antwerp, and Madrid. We
are now approaching such familiar ground that the
reader will hardly expect more of us than to specify
the closing route of our long journey.

From Bordeaux to Paris is about four hundred
miles. As we left the former city the road passed *
through miles npon miles of thriving vineyards, those
nearest to the city producing the brands of claret best
known in the American market. The route geperally
all the way to Paris was through a charming and
highly cultivated country, vastly different from north-
ein and central Spain. The well-prepared fields
were green with the spring grains and varied erops,
showing high cultivation. Sheep in large flocks,
tended by shepherdesses with tall white Norman caps,
and picturesque, high-colored dresses, enlivened the
landscape. These industrions women were Lnitting:
or spinning in the field. Others were driving oxen,
while men held the plow. Gangs of men and women
together were working in long rows, preparing the
ground for seed or planting; and ull svemed cliwerfal,
decent, and bappy. The small railroad stations re-
called those of India between Tuticorin and Madras,
where the surrundings were beautified by fragrant
flower-gardens, — their bland, odorous hreath anting
like a charm upon the sensis, amid the noise and
bustle of arrival and departure. Now and 2gain, x4
we progressed, the pointed architeeture of somes pice
turesque chiteau woald present itec!f amiong the clus-
tering trees with its bright, verdant livms 2nd nest
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. outlying depen_dencies:;' and so we sped on, uhtil, in
~-the e;}ﬂ}‘ evening; we glided into the station at Paris.
. There was a clear sky, a young moon, and a full
‘dlsp]':my of the starry hosts, on the night of our avrival -
+In this the gayest capital of the world, . Four hun- -
- dred miles of unbroken travel that day, so far from. .
satiating, only served to whet the appetite for obser-
. vation. Ten years had passed since the writer Liad
, trod those familiar boulevards; and now hastening to
the Place ‘de la Madeleine we renewed acquaintance |
- with the noble church which ornaments the square,
‘the purest and grandest specimen of architecture, of
its class, extant. - Thence passing a few steps onward,
 the brilliantly -lighted Place de la Concorde was
reached, that spot so emblazoned in bldod upon the
- pages .of history. How the music of the fountains
mingled with the hum of the noisy throng that filled
~ the streets! What associations crowded upon the
‘mind as we stood there at the base of the grand old
obelisk of Luxor, looming up from the centre of the
grounds. In front was the long, broad, flashing road-
- way of the. Champs Elysées, one blaze of light and
busy life; for Paris does not awale until after dark.
Far- away' the Arc de Triomphe is just discerned .
~ where commences the- Bois de Boulogne. On the
" left, across the Séine, is-outlined against the sky the
twin towers of St. Clotilde; with the glittering dome .
..of the Invalides; and to the eastward are seen the:
- dual towers of Notre Dame. The brain is stimu-
. lated as by wine, till one grows dizzy. ‘Prgceeding
" through the Rue Rivoli we turn towards our hotel
by the Place Venddme, looking once more upon that
wast and beautiful monument, the finest modern col-
amn in existence, and then to bed —mnot to sleep, but
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to revel in the intoxication of fhat bittersweet —
memory !

After a few weeks passed in Paris, the journey
homeward was renewed by {Yay of Antwerp, 2 city
which owes its attraction almost solely to the fact
that here are to be seen so many masterpieces of
painting. The great influence of Rubens can hardly
be appieciated without a visit to the Flemish capital,
where he lived and died, and where his ashes rest in
the Church of St. Jacques. This is considered the®
finest chureh in Antwerp, remarkable for the number
and richness of its private chapels. Here are the
burial-places of the noble and wealthy families of
the past, and among them that of the Rubens family,
which is situated just back of the high altar. Above
the tomb is a large painting by this famons master,
intended to represent a Holy Family, and the picture
is in a degree typical of the idea. But its object is
also well understood as being to perpetuate a series
of likenesses of the Rubens family; namely, of him-
self, bis two wives, his daughter, his fatber, and
grandfather. The painting is incongruous, and in
bad taste, being quite open also to criticism in its
drawing and grouping. The whole production ap-
pears hike & forced and uncongenial effort. Vandyke
and Teniers were also natives of this city, “'h'ere
their best works still remain, and where the State
has erected fitting monuments to their memory. Jor.
dezns, the younger Teniers, and Denis Cal\:art,’ibe
master of Guido Reni, were natives here,

The famous cathedral, more picturesque 2nd re-
m:trlzable for its exterior than interior, is of the
pointed style, and of aboat a centary in zge. Did
it not contain _R’ubens’ world-renowned pictures, the
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.~ Descent from the Cross, the Elevation: of the Cross,
- and the Assumption, few people would. care to-visit
1. A gorgeous ‘church ceremony was in progress
- when we first entered the chareh: some one of the

~ three hundred and sixty-five-saints receiving an an:

nual recognition on the occasion of  his birthday. A
score of priests were marching about the body of- the

- church at the head of a long procession of boys, with

silk banners and burning candles, chanting all the
‘while to an organ accompaniment.. On the borders.
of this procession the people knelt and seemed duly
impressed. : o , .
The patter of wooden shoes upon the streets is al-"
“most deafening to strangers, men, women, and chil-"
dren adding to the din. Probably it is found to be
. ‘cheaper to take a block of wood and hew out a pair,
-* of shoes from 1t, fit.to wear, than to adopt a more civ-
~_ilized mode of shoeing 'the people; but these heavy
clogs give to the inhabitants an awkward gait. In~
all of the older portions of the town, the houses have.
a queer way of standing with their gable:ends to the
" street, just as they are. addicted to doing-at Amster-
dam and Hamburg, showing it to be a Dutech. pro- -
clivity. Dogs are universally used here for:light,
vebicles in place of donkeys, —one or. more being
attached to each ¥ehicle adapted to the transporta-
. tion of millk or bread and other light articles. . These
“are attended by boys or women. Beggars there are
" none, to the credit of the city be it said ; nor is one
importuned by hackimen or other public servants;
all are ready to serve you, but none to annoy you.
- Antwerp has some fine broad squares, avenues, pubhc

" gardens, and noble trees. ‘ -
Belginm ‘is a nation of blondes, in_strong contras
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with its near neighbor, France, where the brunettes
reign supreme. 1t is singular thak there shonld be
such a marked difference in communities, differences
as definite as geographieal boundaries, and seemingly
governed by rules quite as arbitiary. Why should a
people’s hawr, eyes, and complexion be dark or light,
simply because an imaginary line divides them terri-
.touially? No one for 2 moment mistakes n German
for n Frenchman, an Antwerp lady for a Parisian.
Tho very animals seem to partake of these local char-
acteristics, while the manners and customs are equally
individualized. The French women of all classes put
on their attire with a dainty grace that contrasts
strongly with the careless, though cleanly costume of
their sisters over the border. g&sthetic taste, indeed,
would seem almost out of place displayed upon the
square, solidly-built women of Flanders, Is it imag-
ination, or can one really trace somewhat of the same
idea in Flora’s kingdom? The Dutch roses, tulips,
and other flowers, like the naval arclutecture of the
Low Countries, have a certain breadth of beam and
bluntness of prow that makes them differ from the
same fragrant family of France. Has any learned
essayist ever attempted to diaw philosophical dedue-
tions from these aspects of the vegetable wotld, as
showing local kinship to humanity ?

Embarking from Antwerp, July 14th, on board
the Steamshtp Waesland, of the Red Star Line, New
York was reached after g voyage of twelve days,
July 24th, and Boston by the Shore Line the same
evening, coming in at the opposite side of the ity
w‘hence we‘stm ted a little more than ten months pn:-
vious; _lmvmg thus, in a journey of about forty thon-
sand miles, completed a circuit of the glo .
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